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iion of the fubes from the protruding ends
in the fire box. This little mistake on the
part of the inspector also cost us £70. The
same inspector has recently inspected a
hoiler for the group settlement scheme and
passed it for a high working pressure.
Inspector Stone inapected the boiler later
when it came into his territery and refused
to grant a eccrtificate for the pressure
allowed, and the result is chaos. Some 12
months or so ago we had a boiler inapeeted
at Frcmantle and passed for a certain
working pressurc. This boiler was later
sent to Ilarvey, where it was found that
the front portion of the boiler was practi-
cally worn out, and immediately a hammer
was applied to a weak part it went straight
threugh. This littlo mistake on the part of
the inspector ecost us £12, our profit on the
sale of the boiler. In view of these ex-
periences, is it any wonder that the publie,
or as a matter of fact, users of boilers, are
antagonistic to the Inspection of Machin-
cery Departinent, leaving out altogether the
autoceratic and bombastic manner in which
the Chief Inspector carries out his duties?
Tn the interests of steam power users we
trust that you will make referencc to some
of thesc matters when the Bill i3 being con-
gidered in the House.
That is about the strongest letter I have seen
dealing with the Inapection of Machinery
Department, 1 have here also, dated 25th
August, a protest from the Eastern Goldfields
Federated FEngine Drivers’ and Firemen’s
Association, which embraces praetically all
the firemen on the Eastern Goldfields and a
majority of the higher grade engine-drivers;
also one from the Kalgoorlie Certificated En-
gine Drivers’ Union. Tbis is what the union
says—
The PRESIDENT: Do you think 1t neces-
sary to read the whole of it%
Hon. E, . HARRIS: I will read only a
brief cxtract, as follows:—

The union takes the stromgest possible
exception to the heavy charges made for
certificates, and earnestly hopes that no de-
lay will take place in the ventilation of the
grievance.

Originally there were only four grades.
These bave now been extended to eight, and
the fees on application and isswe of the cer-
tificates have in several instances been in-
creased 50 per c¢ent, To this the men take
strong exception, as also to the fee on appli-
cation and the fec on issuc of certificantes to
firemen. I believe the whole of the redue-
tions made by the denartment under the
altered regulation do not cover more than
about £250, When last we were discussing
this, the Leader of the House, in defence of
the department, pointed out that they
wanted an inecrease of 40 per cent. I
ghowed by my figures that the increase
amounted to 90 per cent. Tho concessions
granted are all to the larger {ype of
machinery, of which there is a mini-
mum number, and the amount of money
involved ia very small. I claim that the

1321

charges are cxceesive, and that the depart-
ment bas not given the econsideration due to
the protests made in the House., I hope the
regulations will be disallowed.

On motion by the Minister for Education,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 524 pom.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430

p.am., and read prayers.

RESIGNATION—Mr. J. J. SIMONS.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lawine communication: —

The Hon. the Speaker, Legislative As-
sembly, Perth.—Sir, Herewith I desire to
tender my res:gnat:on as member for East
Perth in the Legislative Asgsembly. Yours
faithfully, J. J. Simons,

It will be necessary for the F'remier to move
a motien declaring the seat vacant,

The PREMIER: I move—
That the scat be declared vacant.
Question put and passed.

QUESTION—INDUSTRIAL
ENGINEERS.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Works:
1, Are the Government among the respondents
to and bound by the award made by the
Commonwealth Court of Arbitration on the
application of the Amalgamated Society af
Engineers, dated 26th June, 16227 2, Have
the Government applied the terms of lhe
award to their employees affected? 3, If mat,

AWARD,
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do the Government intend to de so, and fail-
ing such intention what are thc reasons for
not doing so?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied :
1, The State contends that the I'ederal Court
has no jurisdiction over State activities, and
an appeal on this point to the Privy Couneil
by this and other States is now pending. 2
and 3, Answered by No. 1.

SELECT COMMITTEE—CARL LESCHEN
CASE.

To fi'l vacancy.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [4.49]: In view
of the resignation of the member for Easi
Perth, a vacancy has occurred on the select
con.mittee appointed to inguire inte the case
of Carl Leschen. If 1 am in order, I move—

That the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe
(Mr. Lutey) be appointed to fill the vacancy.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member s in

order.

Question put and passed.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT.
Introduced by the Premier and read a first
time.

BILL—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BANK
ACT AMENDMENT (PRIVATE.)

Introduced by Hon. T. Walker and read a
firgt time.

Select Committee appointed.

On motion by Hen. T. Walker, Bill referred
to a select committee consisting of Messrs.
Angwin, Durack, Stubbs, Willeock and the
mover; with power to call for persons ani
papers, and to sit on days over whick the
House stands adjourned; te report on Tues-
day, the Tth November.

BILL—CLOSER SETTLEMEKT,

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—LIGHT AND AIR ACT
AMEXDMENT.

Report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922-23.
In Committee of Supply.

26th  October; Mr.

Resumed from the
Stubbs in the Chair.
Department of Lands and Repatriation

{Hon, Sir James Mitchell), Minister.

Vote-—Agricoltural Bank, Industries Assist-
ance Board, Soldiers’ Land Settlement:

[ASSEMBLY.]

The CHAIRMAN: The next depariment o
be dealt with in the Estimates is that of
the Colenial Treasurer. I would draw the
attention of hon. members, however, to the
faet that Division No. 17, which is immedi-
ately before the Committee, deals with the
Agricultural Bank, ILA.B., and Soldiers’ Land
Settlement. XNo vote is provided for that
division, therefore hon. members cannot deal
with items in the Estimates of those depart-
ments, [t is my intention to intimate later on
that if any member desires to refer to mat-
ters dealt with in this division he can do so
on the general discussion on the vote for
the Colonial Treasurer’s Department, if that
course be aceeptable to hon. members,

Horn. P. COLLIER: I must raise an ob-
Jjuetion to this method of procedure. I recog-
nise that the ruling of the Chairman of Com-
iittees conforms, strictly speaking, to the
Standing Orders, but I object to the Commit-
tee being deprived of the opportunity to dis-
cuss items connected with the Agricultural
Bank, the 1LA.B.,, and Soldiors’ Land Settle-
ment in the usual way. The work performed
by the Agricultural Bank and the I.A.B.
constitutes the most important in the whole
of the administrative offices of the State.
This question arose some years ago when the
Estimates were prepared so that no vote was
diselosed. That means we are deprived of an
opportunity to discuss these branches of the
Government service. Speaking from memory,
a promise was given by the Treasurer of
the day, Mr. Gardiner, that 'this method
would not he adopted in presenting Estimates
in future, If only a vote of £1 or any small
sum were provided, that would enable a dis-
cussion to take place in the ordinary way.
When the question cropped up on the ocea-
sion I refer to, it was agreed in Committee
that the discussion on these departments could
proceed in the usual way just as if there were
a vote provided. It would be preferable to
follow that course this year. While it is true
that the procedure proposed by the Chairman
would allow members to have a full discussion
when dealing with the Treasurer’s Estimates,
still, that prevents us from dealing with items
as set out in these Estimates. It is wrong
and foreign to the whole principle of disenass-
ing such Estimates if departments like these
can have their Estimates presented with no
vote, thus depriving members of an oppor-
tunity to disenss thew, I ask that we shall
have an opportunity to disevas the depart-
ments in the usual way. If not, I shall be
compelled to ask that the Estimates be with-
drawn and presented in some other form.

The Premier: They cannot be presented im
any other form.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It has always beex
done in the past.

The PREMIER: 1 do not think so.

Hen. P. COLLIER: The Premicr knows
that there has been a general diseussion every
vear. The Estimates have net always heen
presented in this form. There has heen a
vote provided in past years and it would be
easy to do so again.
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The Premier: I o not know why there
should not be a general discussion,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I cannet see why we
should not have it either.

The CHAIRMAN: The trouble is that the
Chairman cannot accept any amendment re-
lating to any of the items, because there is
no vote.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The position is wrong
and absolutety absurd if we cannot move an
amendment in eonnection with these items.

The CHAIRMAN: You cannct do so in
the way the Estimates are presented.

Hon., P, COLLIER: T am aware of that.
T am not saying that your ruling, Mr., Chair-
man, is wrong, but the Estimates should be
presented with a vote. Surely we should have
an opportunity of diseussing the matter and
dealing with the items if necessary. I am dis.
posed to move in the direction of postponing
consideration of the Estimates.

The Premier: I have no objection to the
vote being discussed.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The Premier will sec
that we should be allowed to discuss these de-
partments in the same way as we do other
departments.

The Premier: I have not the slightest ob-
jeetion to that course.

Hon. P. COLL1ER: But the Chairman says
we cannot move any amendments.

The CHAIRMAN: There is nothing to re-
duce, betause the House is not asked to vote
any moncy. .

The PREMIER: The Estimates have heen
presented in this way for some years. In this
ense, the profits of the Agrieultural Bank are
used in accordance with the law passed by
this House to cover working expenses, and
there is no charge against Consolidated Rev-
enue berause neither the debts nor the profits
<on ¢ into general revenue,

Hon. P. Collier: Losses made in connce-
tion with the L.A.B. are debited somewhere.

The PREMIER: Hon. members will have
an opportunity of disecussing thal aspect and
they wilt have an opportunity of diseussing
the whole question on the vote for the Lands
Department and the Bank, which is really one
vote. Shall we not be in a position to dis-
cuss the division?

The CHAIRMAN: T will allow a discus-
gion, but I cannot aceept any amendment.

The PREMIER: If our Standing Orders
will not permit items to be dealt with, then
the Standing Orders should be amended, be-
cause the method adopted in connection with
these Estimates is the proper one, in accor-
dance with the law of the land.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is not in accor-
dance with the law of the land.

The PREMIER: Of course it is.

Hon. W. G. Angwin: TYou cannot spend
6d. unless it is appropriated by Parliament,
and no money is appropriated by Parliament
in conmection with this vote.

Hon. P. Collier: We are not appropriating
anything; therefore, there is no sum that
we can seek to have amended.

The PREMIER: I have not the slightest
objection to a discussion on every item in con-
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nection with this departmen:, just as with
other items in conneetion with the Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: On the understanding
that any amendment which may be moved
will be ruled out of order.

The PREMIER: The Standing Orders
ought to be ruled out of order. .

Hoen. W. C. ANGWIN: As the Estimatos
have been submitted to the House for several
years past, this has been the only vote under
the Industries Assistonce Act, But we really
have no vote at all for the purpose of that
Aet,

The Premier: It is ail included.

Hou. W, C. ANGWIN: No; the money is
expended without being voteld.

Mr, Pickering: Then wherc does it come
from?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Acsk me some-
thing casier., The Act says, ‘‘All advances
under this Aet shall be made out of such
moneys as Parliament may appropriate to the
porposes of this Act.’”’ When the present
Minister for Mines was Trepsuver an amount
was provided in the Land Act, but from that
time there has not been another vote for the
purpose of the Aect.

The PREMIER (Hon, Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [55]: I thay be permitted to
quote a few figures relating to the work of
the Endustries Assistance Board. Since the
Act was passed, the advances to settlers have
amounted to £6,101,000. The total amount
of bad debts already written off is £48,946.
The crop proceeds last year totalled £837,000
and the amount outstanding on the 3lst Aprit
last was £1,460,000. What I wish to point out
to members particularty ig that the procecds
received since the board was inauguratcd
have totalled £5,822,000. Without the Indus-
tries Assistance Board a great deal of this
wealth would never have been ¢reated.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is only sup-
position,

The PREMIER: It is a tremendous sum
when we bear in mind that the posple who are
responsible for it were almost dewn and out
a few ycars ago. Apart from all this no fewer
that 1,149 men have had their clearances from
the hoard. That is & wonderful achievement.
Even if the loss out of the advances be a
quarter of a million, it is noi a considerable
sum. When the board was started it was
quite a new thing, and the conditions under
which is was worked were not understood by
anybody in this State, or indeed anywhere
else. The men who were assisted havs in
many cases made good, and this lesson has
been taught, that where men had good land
they were able to retrieve their poesitions. Of
course the man who is on poor land will have
an uphill fight at any time. A lot of clients
nmerely had their renis advanced in the first
year of the board’s existence, The institution
is now well established and well controlled,
and under the system which exists the ad-
vances which are made are fairly well pro-
tected. The wonder ia that g0 many farmors
who were in what seemed to be a lopeless

“position have been able to' muk: good. Nat-
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urally, there are some who will never make
good, but 1,149 nade good and there are
some who are still on the hoard and who
¢an boast of credit balances. The area cropped
this ycar i3 615,000 acres. With Lho
price of wheat as it is there should be a con-
siderable sum paid into the beard during the
current year.,

Hon. M, F. Troy:
wheat as it is?

The PREMIER: The hon. member knows
as well as I do. They were offering 4s. 7d. in
Wagin the other day., What it is likely to
be [ would very mueh like to know.

Mr. Willeock: We expect 33, up our way;
il is good wheat.

The PREMIER: We have heard a good
deal about outside creditors. VWhen the board
was cftablished the outside creditors were
told they wonld have to watt for their
money. We know thai a moratorium was
passed, but it no longer proteets the debtor
if he has assets and will not pay. We some-
times get complaints about men who spend
their money foolishly and leave outside
creditors lamenting., TUnless the man whe
does that can show very good cause for
doing so the board will not treat him with
much congideration.

Mr. Willcock: ™e wife of onc of these
men bought a motor car the other day for
£375. .

Hon. P, Collier: Perhaps she did that out
of egga.

The PREMIER: 1 know neither the man,
the wife, nor the motor car.

Mr. Willeock: I know all three, and also
the man to whom money is owing, and that
makes four,

The PREMIER: Out of a total of
£678,000 which was owing, there is now
owing £322,000. I have already said that
£6,000,000 bas been advanced, but in the
last six years the business people have
enjoyed the result of the expenditure of
£5,000,000 in a cash trade with the farmers.
If to-day the system in vogue in 1915 were
still in operation the outstanding amounts
would be considerably more than £322,000.
There has been pald to outside creditors on
behalf of the farmers under the board a
sum of £355,000. My desire has been merely
to point out some of the good work which
has been done by this board. Of course
there will be some losses, but the gain to
the community is very considerable. Quite
apart from that, £1,011,000 has been paid
to the Government, including land rents
£394,493, and Agrienltural Bank interest
£421,226, Therefore, the board have wnot
done badly even though there have been
some losses, The activities of the Agricul-
tural Bank have meant a great deal to this
State.

Mr. Harrison: It has kept the wheels of
industry moving in all walks of life.

The PREMIER: Yes, and its activities
to-day are greater than ever before. We
have authorised more clearing in the Wheat
Belt. Now that the value of the Wheat

What is the price of
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Belt is established it is our duty to c¢lear
every acre of good land that we have. We
have been advancing at the rate of about
£17,500 per week for clearing during the
last fourteen weeks, If we can only carry
out the necessary fencing on the farms in
the Wheat Belt which are not now fenced
for sheep, we shall be able to carry at least
another million sheep. When fencing be-
comes cheaper, we shall do our best to add
a million sheep to the flocks of the State,
and probably two million.

Mr. Harrison: The quicker you do it, the
better.

The PREMIER: No doubt the hon. mem-
ber would say that we should do it to-day,
but he munst remember that it will take an
cnormous amount of money to do all that is
required to be done.

Mr. Harrison: How long will the present
price of wool he maintained?

The PREMIER: T do not know what the
future has in store for either wool or wheat.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You hope it con-
tinues high.

The PREMIER: Yes, with all my heart.
I hope we shall be able to send away ever-
increasing quantities of high-priced wheat
and high-priced wool. It is very fortunate
that our wool and wheat are bringing such
good prices, especially when we recollect
that the timber trade has slumped tremend-
ously and the goll production has fallen off.
We have decentralined the work of the Agri-
cultural Bank and I beliave it will be simpli-
fied and will be done much more satis-
factorily not only to the Government but to
the settlers. It is almost impossible to run
15000 accounts through nne office or to
undertake the c¢olleetion of all the repay-
ments of interest and prineipal, and
so we have opened branches at Nor-
tham, Kellerberrin, Bruce Rock, Geraldton,
Katanning, Narrogin, and Bunbury.” I am
glad that I have had this opportunity to
explain the case of the Industries Aassist-
anee Board. A select committee is sitfing,
with the member for North-East Fremantle
{(Hon. W. C. Angwin) at the helm, and we
can depend upon getting some very useful
information when the report is presented.
I am glad that this inquiry is being beld.
Tt will do good, and we can be sure that any
select committee with whiech the hon,
member is associated will do the work
thoroughly.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: This is the worst job
I have ever had.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [5.20]: It
would have been better to postpone these Es-
timates or hurry on the report of the select
committee go that we conld have had more
information hefore us. T realise that, with
the member for North-East Fremantle at the
helm of the select committee, we shall get
whatever information can possibly be gath-
ered with the limited resources at the com-
niittee’s disposal. I would like to ascertain
the position of the storekeepers when the ex-
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isting moratorium has been lifted.
Statute of Limitations then apply?

The Premicr: We altered the Act te pro-
vide against that.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That applies to people
with sufficient assets to pay their liahilities.
We are hopeful that some day the T.AB.
will go out of existence.

Hon., W. C. Angwin:

chance of that.
- Mr. WILLCOCK: Every time a Bill has
becn introduced affecting the -operations of
the .A.B,, we have been told that it was only
a temporary measure. The whole board was
of a temporary nature. The Act gives dis-
cretionary power to the Minister to do practi-
eally as he likes with regard to sustenance.

The Premicr: The board do that.

Mr, WILLCOCK: But a Minister who oe-
cupied a seat in this Housc resigned office,
because he had a quarrel with the Govern-
ment as to whether the amount of the susten-
ance granted by the I.A.B. should be 7s, or
93, per day. When the hoard go out of ex-
istence or cease operations, will the Statute
of Limitations apply, sc that the people to
whom money is owing will have no recourse
at law,

The Premicr: I think that was provided
apainst in the Aet.

Mr. WILLCOCK: &Some of these pecpla
have been under the board for scven or eight
years and the Statute of Limitations provides
that if action is mot taken within a certain
time, there is no remedy at law.

The Premier: I am sure wa altered the
Act in that respect.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I think the Act was
altered so that any one with sufficient assets
could pay his ereditors, but those whe have a
debit with the board have not been affected
by that amendment.

The Premier: I think it is provided for.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Everybody knows that
there are a certain number of clienta of the
board who have no possibility of making
good. Cannot we get down to a businesalike
bzsis in regard to such people? Political in-
fluence has been brought to bear in the in-
terests of people who have no possibility of
making good. There are not many such
people, for which, in view of the finances of
the State, we should be thankfui. It is about
time we considered this matter and ascer-
tained the position of some of these clients.
If they are in a hopeless position, it would
be as well to cut the loss instead of trying
te carry them on as we have been doing dur-
ing the last four or five years. The hoard
ore continuing to supply sustenance to people
whose position is absolutely hopeless.

Mr. Davies: But on whose recommenda-
tion?

Mr. WILLCOCK: The sustenance is paid
or the recommendation of the board, but the
board are subjeet to political influence. In-
fluence is brought to bear in order that people
might he kept on the board.

The Premier: I do not know of that.

Mr. Harrison: That is not ecorrect.

Will the

There is not much

Mr. WILLCOCK: Special pleas have been
made in behalf of certain individuals, There
is no doubt about that; everyone knows of
it. I would not expect members of the
Country Party to admit it, but it exists all
the same,

Mr. Harrison: I am not anxious that peo-
ple should be carried if they are not worthy
of being carried.

Mr. WILLCOCK: ‘When a certain man is
to be put off the board, his representative in
Parliament goes to the board and puts up a
special plea for him. It has been done time
after time, If the hon. member wants par-
ticulars of such cases, he can find people
whose position is absolutely hopeless and who
should not be carried by the board any longer.

Mr. Hickmott: There are casea in which
men have asked to be put on better blocks
of land.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That is quite a legiti-
mate request,

Mr. Harrison: The board decide the cases
on their individual merits,

Mr, WILLCOCK: Another point is that
when a client goes off the board and aban-
dens his holding, that land is held up because
of the impossible impost of capital expendi-
ture advarced by both the Agricultural Bank
and the LA.B, People will not take up such
blacks, because they are encumhered to the
cxtent of £2,000 or £3,000, whercas the im-
provements might be valued at only £500 or
£600. This is a matter of commeon knowledge.
We have had an announcement that it is the
policy of the Primary Producers’ Association
t+ nominate persons to act on the board in
an advisory capacity. This ineans that the
political representatives of a party are to be
nominated to serve on a Government board
and have power to advise.

Mr. Harrison: Have you not asked to be
represented on various boards?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, but I do not want

any member of a body which is out for politi-
cal purposes to be able to say to any member,
] am a supporter of the Country Party or
the Primary Producers’ Association. I have
5 represcntative on the ILA.B. and I want
him in return for my support to give special
eonsideration to me on the board.””

Mr. Harrigson: That has not been done by
this party,

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Minister for Agri-
culture announced that that policy was to be
riven effeet to.

Hon, W, C. Angwin;
board, not the board.

My, WILLCOCK: Yes, a special advisory
board. If a certain political body are to be
represented on a board to give special con-
sideration to persons of their political faith,
it is playing the game pretty low down.

Mr. Harrison: It has not been done by the
Country Party.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Tt iz being done by a
politienl body. I do not know what else the
Primary rroducers’ Association is, if it is
rot a political hody.

Mr. Harrison: It is an industrial body.

That is on a special
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Hon. P, Collier: It is a political body, too.
Tt has a politieal platform.

Mr. Pickering: It ig not peculiar in that re-
spevt.

Hon. P. Cellier; No, bui what I object to
is that you try to hide the political aspect.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is wrong that any
palitical party should have a right to nom-
inate persons to a hoard to give specvial con-
sideration to certain persons.

Hon, P. Collier: Wrong! It is scandalous.

Mr. Pickering: Why?

Mr. WILLCOCK : The hen. member is hope-
lesa if he does not know why.

Hon. P, Collier: If you want to know, it
is opening the door to corruptiom.

Mr. Pickering: We do not know that word.

Mr. Underwood: You will seon learn it.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The hon. member might
be unsophisticated, but when he examines the
metbods of the board and the way in which
it can be administered, I think he will agree
that it contains a pernicious principle. T
cuter my protest agamst the appointment of
such people on these advisory boards. The
Premier said he hoped there would be any
quantity of high-priced wool and high-priced
wheat going from our ports. I just hope the
opposite. It is time we endeavoured to send
high-priced flour gut of the State, iustead of
high-priced wheat,

The Premier: One cannot foree the flour
trade.

Mr. WILLCOCK : Seven or eight years ago
we had a flour mill at Geraldton and the peo-
ple in charge of it tried to get some trade.
They got trade to the exient of £12,000 or
£15,000. If that ean be done at Geraldton,
it can be done elsewhere. The matter is so
important that it would bWe reasonable for
the Government fo take some action towards
securing warkets for flour partieularly and
our produce generally. Let these things
leave the State in a manufactfured condition,

The Minister for Mines: You can grist all
your wheat, but then you cannot gell all
Your flour. The offal i§ just as necessary to
other countries as it is to us here.

Mr. WILLCOCK: At the present time we
have no wheat in the State that we can grist
into flour for export purposes. However, we
can scll flour instead of wheat if we set our
minds to it. The Premier might just as well
say we cannot sell wool in the manufaetured
condition.

The Minjster for Jlines: That is quite a
different proposition. Other countries need
wheat in order that they may get offal as well
as flour,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Other eountries might ar-
gue that they must have the raw wool in
order to keep going the woollen mills which
they have set up at enormous cdost. The only
way to encourage flour milling is to find a
market for the product. There are varions
mills in this country which could work three
shifts a day. Their only trouble is that
they have mnot the mnccessary market.
We are in a good position relatively,
but not ahsolutely, seeing that we ex-
port abont five-sixths of our wheat in its
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raw state. I do net wish this matter to be
leit to the traders who have not the necessary
finaneial resources to chase this business all
over the world, That should be the affair of
the Government., 1t would nake a tramendons
difference to this State if we had 400 or 500
additional men employed in gristing four,
Two or threc thousand pounds would be well
spent in achieving that object.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.35]: Every
year since I have been a member of this
Chamber the same old@ position has arisen.
We have had the operations of the Agri-
cultural Bank and the Industries Assistance
Board submitted to us in the same con-
dition, and every year members have pro-
tested.

The Premier: Who protested last session?

Mr. PICKERING: Various members did,
and I am protesting this time. Promises are
made to effect changes which will enable
us to deal with these two institutions; but
what happens? Nothing. Wbhen next year
comes we shall find ourselves in the same
position of not being able to discuss any-
thing. The Government should take notice
of the Committee’s wishes. I am grateful
to the Premier for having condescended to
make the lengthy and illuminating state-
ment he did concerning the position of the
two institutions; but I should like to know
who is responsible for the preparation of
their Estimates. I also wish to know who is
responsible for the position in which we
find ourselves with regard to the Industries
Assistance Board and the Agricultural Bank,
1s it the Ministry, or Parliament, or the two
institutions? If it is the Ministry, I say
again they should take notice of the wigshes
of members. Wo should be able to discuss
and control every sum of money expended
through Government offices. As to the Agri-
cultural Bank and the Industries Assistance
Board, we are again withont reports, which
would throw light upon their operations for
the past year. Why cannot we have those
reporte? To me it is astounding that every
year we should protest, and every year the
two institutions sheuld fail to respond to
our wishes. Surely we bhave some power in
this connection. We oughi to be able to
enforce our wishes. Let the preparation of
the reports be started a little earlier, and if
necegsary let extra clerks be put on, It
seems fo me that Parliament beats the air
on this subject every year. We now have
two select committees inquiring into the
operations of the Industries Asgistance
Board and the Soldier Settlement Scheme.
That fact in itself is proof that this House
does not think all is right in the state of
Denmark. It would have been better had
we been able to discuss these votes in the
light of the information which will be
obtainable by the select commiitees. There
are already rumours that the Soldier Settle-
ment Scheme in close proximity to Perth is
experiencing considerable trouble. I balieve
I am right in saying that that is so in the
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electorate represented by the Colonial Secre-
tary. Within a few miles of the bead office
which controls the scheme, there are cases
of excessive cost incurred in clearing land,
eost 50 excessive as will make it utterly im-
possible for the holders of the land te make
good if the full charge is maintained against
them. Sueh being the position of affairs
in closn proximity to Perth, in a district
where the operafions should be cagily con-
trolled, what is likely to be the position
when the scheme is put in operation in re-
mote districts? As regards the Industries
Assistance Board, ever since I have been a
member of the House I have vrged that the
bencfits of that board should be extended to
the South-West ; but no notice has been
taken of my representations. The benefits
eontinue to be accorded to the wheat areas
alone, Why should they not be extended
to the South-West? I have made applica-
tion repeatediy to the Minister concerned,
and have asked questions on the subject in
this Chamber, and the only reply I have re-
eeived is that ‘it is not the policy of the
Government,*’

Mr. O’Loghlen: Do you intend to have
that policy altered? Did you bring the
matter up at the eonferencet

Mr PICKERING: I bhave made repre-
sentations to the Government, but my voice
has been as that of one erying in the
wilderness. If I make any protest against
the Government, I am immediately hounded
to death by the Opposition

Mr. Lambert: We have awakened to your
blank eartridges. You have an effective
way of dealing with the Government if you
want to do so.

Mr. PICEERING: Ai any rate, your party
has not afforded us an opportunity to
demonstrate whether those cartridges are
blank.

Mr. O’Loghlen : The fact is yon have
never yet voted against the Government on
anything that matters.

Mr. PICKERING : Although there are
some excellent officers in  the depart.
ments under congideration, yet we are ask-
ing those officers to de more than they are
eapable of doing. I have never heard even
one voice raised against the general manager
or managing trustee of the Agricultural
Bank. Yet that gentleman should not have
responsibilities thrown upon him in addition
to those which attach to his position in the
Agricultural Bank. If the operations of
that institution are of the magnitede we
are told, their supervision must be as much
as he can undertake. Neverthelesa we find
that he is called wtpon to act on all sorts of
boards. This must react disadvantageously
to the ingtitution which he ig supposed to
control. In his case, one man one job wounld
be an excellent policy. In these votes we
find items relating to a great many officers
of importance into whose duties we can-
not inquire, Therefore we cannot move
amendments to these particular votes.
I hope the Premier will take into considera-
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tion the advisability of exteuding to the
South-West the privileges extended to the
wheat areas. Therc are in the South-West
industries as greatly in need of asgsistance ve
those in any other part of the State, and 1
protest against this continued refusal by the
Government to extend the beuefits of ihe
[LA.B, to that portion of the State which L
represent.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: I wish I could see u
way to abolish the board altogether.

Mr. PICKERING: But after the careful
investigation you have been inuking through
the select committee, you onght to be realis-
ing that it i3 nccessary to continue it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Not neceasary, comn-
pulsory.

Mr, PICKERING: Still, while it is there
its operations ought te be widened. .

Mr. O'Loghlen: It is & good advertise-
ment for the South-West that they have been
able to get through without it.

Mr, PICEERING: Yes, but without the
arsistance of the board, development is a
lengthy process.

Mr. Johnston: They are getting a fair
amount of State assistanee down there.

Mr. PICKERING: But umder a special
scheme, the group settlement seheme. It may
have no c¢connection with the LAB,, but the
prineiple is almoat identical.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN (Noyrth-East Fra-
mantle) [5.48]: I had hoped that the select
committee on the LAB. woulg have c¢on-
cluded its report before these Fstimates werse
dealt with. However, there in a possibility
that we shall find in the Loan Estimates
gomething which will allow va to discuss this
subject later. I see in the Estimates before
us no item which justifies the payment of a
guinea a day travelling expenses to members
of the boards appointed to advise the L.A.B.
in respect of accounts. Two members of the
new boards were nominated by the Primary
Prodogers' Asgociation, They are appointed
in the interests of the creditors, although the
creditors have no say in their appointment.
I cannot see what good these boards are to
achicve. Indeed I was very much surprised at
the members of the I.A.B. retaining thoir
seats in faee of the appointment of the
hoards, amounting te a vote of want of confi-
dence in the LA.B.

Mr. O’'Loghen:
cigion,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: The boards have to
cxamine the securities, not of the LA.B., but
of the Agricultural Bank; because 1n a large
number of instances the Apricultural Bank
has the land security, while the LA.B. deala
in what T might call a gamble.

Mr. Harrison: All farming is 2 gamble.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The LAB. has a
lien over the goods and chattels, and over the
cron, if any.

The Premier: And the equity of the land.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: But that, we arc
told, is very little. By the time the mort-
gagees are paid off there is nothing left.

The Premier: Nonsense!

It was a conference de-
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Governmeant
ean have no confidence in the T.A.B,, or they
would not have agreed to the appointmeat
of the new boards.

The Premier: We have the utmost confi-
dence.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Then why appoint
other boards fo scrutinise the work of the
LA.B, It is unnecessary and, as I say, I am
surprised that the members of the LA.B.
should have continved to hold office.

The Premier: They agreed to the appoint.
ment.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Were they consulied prior
to its being madef

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: Of eourse, the
I.A.B. have the lega) authority in the long
rnn.

Mr. Harrison:
technical
State.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But they have
officers with that knowledge to guide them,
and they have district office:s as well. The
appointment of the boards puts the LAB. in
a very awkward position. Suppose the LA.B.
has closed an aceonnt. Along comes a new
board, with no statutory authority, and says,
¢{3tart the man again on diffzrent lines, and
earry him on a little longer.’’ If the LA.B.
refuse to adopt that recommendation, they are
np against a big politieal organization.

The Premier: Don’t you believe it.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: It !v guite clear.
The two men who are serutinising the actions
of the T.A.B. have been furnished by that
very politieal organisation.

The Minister for Agriculture: They are not
serutinising the board’s actions, but are only
making valuations of the whole of the
board’s propositions.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Then they are
quite unneccssary, and might as well be
wiped out. However, there is no item in
these Estimates to provide for the boards.
Members of the House are under a wrong
impression in respeet of the Industries As-
gistance Act. In 1917 an amendment went
through, exempting Part III. of the Act
from the administration of the LAB., It
means that under Part IXI. of the Industries
Assigtance Act the Government have been ad-
vaneing money without the consent of Parlia-
ment. The Government cannot advance 2
shilling under the Industries Assistance
Act without its first being appropriated hy
Parliament. Al the factories and other in-
dustries which have heen assisted under Part
ITI. of the Aet have been assisted without
the money first being appropriated by Parlia-
ment.

Hon. P. Collier: Without Parliament, know-
ing nothing about it!

Hon. W, . ANGWTN: This has been done
on the advice of the council of indnsgtrial de-
velopment, a body with no legal authority.

Mr. Harrison: Then it is not the poor
farmer this time.

Hon. P. Collier:
with the farmer.

The LA.B. cannot have
knowledge of every part of the

Part III. does not deal
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Government
bave power to lend trust moneys placed with
them for investment, but no other grant can
be made to an industry without its first being
appropriated by Parliament. Advances have
been made to jam factories, freezing works,
and other industries, but the money so 2d-
vaneed has not been placed on the Loan Esti-
mates. The council of industrial development
is an advisory bhoard without statutory stanl-
ing.

Mr. Davies: But they do advance money.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Without atatutory
authority. They recommend the Treasurer to
advanee money. We have been under the im-
pression that the Industries Assistance Act
was administered by the L.A.B.

The Premier: Yon passed the Act yourself.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, and the amend-
ing Bill of 1917 exempted Part ILT. of the
Act from the administration of the board.
Since then the whole of the grants made have
been made on the advice of this outside body
with which Parliament has nothing to de.
Yet this outside body have greater powers
than have members of the House, be-
cause members are not even asked to
vote the money recommended for a loan.
That system is wrong. I intend to watch
closclty the items that -appear on the
Estimates. Sinee 1915 nothing at all has ap-
peared in this eonnection, and the money used
has becn advanced illegally. 1 admit the
board has a diffienit job to carry out.

Mr. Pickering: It has done very well.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is doing the best
it can. If the board has erred at all it has
been on the side of benefiting the man on
the land. It has been very considerate and
sympathetic towards him. Possibly its sym-
pathy has been extended in certain cases to
the detriment of the finances of the State.
It has to put up with a great deal of abuse.
No doubt the special boards have been ap-
pointed because of that fact. On the Toan
Estimates we may have an opportunity of
dealing further with this question. During
one session we were not allowed to discuss
these bodies at all on the Estimates, The
Agrieultural Bapk is the largest gainer
throngh the I.A.B. The board has kept up
the security of the bank.

Hon. . Collier: Payiug the iaterest and
S50 on.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: But for the board
the bank might be in a worse position than it
is to-day.

Mr. Tarrison: It would have been.

My, Johnston: And so would Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The sooner the
board ceases its operations the better.

Mr. Latham: Tt will not be able to do so
for some time,

The Premier: You are seldom wrong, but
you arc wrong in this ecase.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The client of the
board possesses neither bedy nor soul.

The Premier: Yes, he does,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He cannot move
hand or foot. He canmot carry on his bus-
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iness as he would do if he had a free hanl,
becanse of his indebtednszss to the board.

Mr. Harrison: It is a good thing for soms
of them.

Hon, W. U, ANGWIX: The board is really
the financial manager for the farmers. There
are over 2,000 clients, and T have heard it is
passible that 1,500 ntore will become clieats
after the harvest,

Mr. Pickering: I hope that is not so.

Mr. Harrison: 1 am afraid the number
will he increaged.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: This will extend
the operations of the hoard, and the Govern-
ment will shortly be running the whole show.

Mr. Latham: They willi not take on new
men,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I regret the Bsti-
mates arc not submitted in a form that will
permit members to discuss the various items.
This is public moncy, and represents transfers
from one account to the other.

The Premier: That is all.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: We may thus be
approving of transfers withont knowing to
what use the money will be put.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) {6.7]: I en-
dorse the remarks of the member for North-
East Fremantle, We are called upon to dis-
cuss the operations of this department in
circumstances that are not at all satisfactory.
We do not know the real workings of either
the T.AB. or the Agricultural Bank unless
we get the reports. The Industries Assistance
Act states that the printed report and and-
ited balance sheet shall be presented to Par-
liament by the 30th September in each year,
but this year thesc papers have not yct been
placed before us. It is unfair to ask members
to deal with these departments without their
being able to peruse the annnal report.

Mr. Pickering: We also want the Auditor
General’s report.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Yes. Surely the report
of the Auditor General should be made avail-
able to members four months after the finan-
¢ial year closes. There are, of course, obsta-
cles which prevent him from furnishing his
report early in the year, but such obstacles
do not appertain with respect to the de-
partments undcr consideratiion, T hope the
Estimates will be presented in a different
form next year, T desire to move that an
item be reduced with a view to calling
attention to the administration of the In-
dustries Assistance Act, but I cannot do
that owing to the manner in which the Esti-
mates are presented. It would almost
appear that the reporta to which T have re-
ferred have beecn dcliberately beld back so
that members may not peruse them hefore
they discugs these Estimates. I was under
the impression that Part TIT. of the 1915 Act
operated in regard to other industries be-
#ides the agricultural industry. We now
learn that the Colowial Treasurer has an
absolutely free hand. I do mot eare how
well meaning the memhbers of the Conncil of
TIvdustrial Development may be, they have
no statutory anthority and no standing so
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far ns Parliament is ¢concerned. They have
extraovdinary powers. In matters which
affect wvarious industries they can recom-
mend to the Governmepnt that assistance
shoull be pranted or withheld as the ease
may be. It is wrong that such a body of
men should be alHowed to remain in this
position vear after vear without their duties
and functions being defined by an Act of
Parliament. I shajl refuse to vote one
penny for the continued existence of this
couneil until sneh a Bill is brought down,
We must know upou what basis the couneil
cxists and varries ont its duties. I under-
stand that applications .are made to the
Government for assistance running into
many thousauds of pounds, and referred to
the couneil for adviece. This council is
responsible to mo one exeept the Minister
concernedl, and yet it is dealing with the
finances of the State in this way., Further
than this, we have a political organisation
which, by its power, interferes with the
administration of departments to the oxtent
of being able to set aside the decisions of
officers whe are responsible to the Govern-
ment and to Parliament for the manage-
mént of their departments, and for the ex-
penditure and control of public funds.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Before the tea ad-
journment I was dealing with the questien
of political infinence exercised by an out-
side organisation upon the administration of
these departments. I have no information
as to the details, but I understand that the
Government have appointed boards whose
duty it will be tu review all cases where
assistance has been reduced or stopped by
the Indusiries Assistance Board. I am
speaking withont knowledge of the details
and I hope Ministers will give us those
details as to the reasou for the appointment
of the hoards and the funciions ikoy are
oxpeeted to carry out. From what T have
read in the Press during the past few
months, I knoew that & request was made to
the Government by the executive of the
Primary Producers® Association that these
boards should be appointed. When it was
announced early in the year that the In-
dustries Aassistance Board had decided to
cease giving asgistanee in particular cases
which were consgidered to be doubtful, repre-
sentations were made that a board consist-
ing of an inspector or officer of the board
and two farmers in the districts concerned,
should be appointed to examine the security
or, in effect, to review the decision of the
Industries Assistance Board regarding the
agsistance to be rendered. From what I can
gather, the two farmers to be appointed by
the Government were not to he appointed as
in connection with other boards, but the
various branches of the Primary Producers’
Aggociation were to be asked to select two
men in their distriet who would be appointed
to the boards. If Y am correct in that state-
ment, it seems to me an outrageous thing
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to hand over to a political organisation the
right of selection of two members to sit on
a board to review the actions and decisions
of respousible officers of Government de-
partments in connection with the disposal
or administration of public funds, That 1s
what has been done.

Mr, Munsie: What chance would a known
Labourite have of getting assistance if he
put in an applieation for ity

Hon, P, COLLIER: If the Government
congidered it would be of advantage to have
experienced farmers with local knowledge
of the districts affected appointed tu these
boards, there might not he any serions ob-
Jjeetion if the appointment were made by
the Government, but to hand over the right
to a purely political organisation to seleet
those men is an onlirely different matter,
‘Why could not the Government make the
appointments direet in the various coumtry
districts affected, irrespective of whether or
not the men selected were members of the
Trimary Producers’ Asgociation? Why hand
over to the branches of that political
organisation the right to make such a selee-
tion? There are any number of farmers
well qualified to advise and assist the LAB.
in these matters, who are not members of
the Primary Producers’ Association. 8o far
as my knowledge goes, these appointmenta
are limited to members of that organisation.
I have rend in the Press that the central
executive of the association has written 3o
the varions branches asking them to seleet
men to be recommended for appointment on
these boards. I have read some of these
details in the columns of the ‘*Primary
Producer,’’ because practically nothing bas
appeared in the daily Press dealing with
this question. I will not only protest, but
I will go to the extreme length in exercising
the powers I possess in this House to pre-
vent a political body exercising funetions
of this nature. The [LA.B. have been able
to get along sinee 1915, during which time
millions of pounds of public funds have been
advanced to settlers, and over five million
pounds have beeL repaid by the elients of
the board, and it was only when, in the exer-
cise of their diseretion and judgment, the
board coasidered it was not a bhusiness
proposition to assist certain clients on their
booke with any further fuunds, that action
was taken accordingly., When that decision
was made known, the executive of the
Primary Producers’ Association immediately
got to work. Thev aent a deputation to the
Minister for Agriculture and asked for the
appointment of these boards which were to
congiat of local men., As the result of that
action being pressed home by the executive
and approved, I think, by a subsequent con-
feremce of the association, the boards were
apnointed.

Mr. Davies: Would the local men be mem-
bers of the Primary Producers’ Association?

The Premier: Not necessarily.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Tocal branches
are to make the selection and therefore it
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is Jikely that those selected will be mem-
bers of the organisation,

Mr, MecCallum: They are not likely to
seleet men who are not membera of their own
organigation,

Hon, P, COLLIER: The point is that the
right of selection is confined te the branches
of this political body. If that is not politieal
interference with the administration of an
important puhlic department, I do not know
what is. Where are we drifting to, when
men without any responsibility whatever,
simply because they are members of a politi-
eal organisation, have the right to elect
2 board that will step in and review or
set aside the matured judgment and decisions
of highly placed and experienced depart-
mental officers.

Mr. Pickering: The Primary Producers’
Association ia the only recognised organisa-
tion of the farmers,

Hon, P, COLLLER: I know that, but what
would the member for Sussex say if the memn-
bers of the Parliamentary Labour Party, a
purely pelitical organisation, at the time when
Labour was in office, had the right to appoint
members to a board to review the actions and
deeisions of responsible officers of the Gov-
etnment?

Mr, Latham: T believe they would give us
a fair deal

Hon. P. COLLTER: But the principle is
wrong. I am not making any accusation
apainst these individuals, I have no doubt
that in the main they would desire to do what
was best in the interesis of the State, but
I contend it is vieious for a party political
organisation to have the right to appoint men
to a board, and have a say in the disposal of
public funds voted by Parliament.

Mr, Johnston: The board would only ad-

vise.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course, but I would
be sorry for the lives of the Government offi-
cers who would refuse to carry out the recom-
rmendations of these boards. Some months
ago a paragraph apreared in the ‘' West Aus-
tralian’’ pointing out that members of Par-
liament were interfering with the work of
Government departments, I think the writer
of that paragraph had in mind—I am not
making any reflection upon hon. members—
the attitude adopted by some members of the
Primary Producers’ Association. In an ex-
cess of zeal on behalf of their constituents,
tl:ose members were importunate in their de-
mands upon officers of the Government in
order to secure assistance for their people.
I am correet in saying that the paragraph
referred to officers entrusted with the respon-
sibility of administering the Industries As-
sistance Act and the Agricultural Bank Act.
When the trustees of the bank and these offi-
cers, in the exercise of their duty and their
diserction, decided that they could not make
any further advances in different parts of
the State, representatives of those farmers
immediately attemnted to bring pressure on
the board and on these cfficers to induce them
te reverse their decisiona.
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Mr., Pickering:
are right in drawing that infcrence,
confine it to the Country Party?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am speaking with
a knowledge of the subjeet, and I know the
Agricultoral Bank officers and the LA.B. offi-
cers were the men whom the writer of the
yaragraph had in mind, I know, too, that
those responrible officers have felt on more
than one occasion very much embarrassed be-
cause of the importuning attifude of some
members of Parliament. So much was this
the case that some officers found their official
lives almost intolerable because of these re-
quests to act contrary to their judgment. This
article is worth quoting—

The reference in our leading colurmns
yesterday to the necessity for legislation
to prevent private members of Parliament
from direetly approdching departmental
officials on matters of their constituents’
affairg has excited much comment. From
what can be gathered the nuisance has
alarmingly developed of recent years, and
threatens, unless stopped, to become a
grave evil. That it weuld be nnjust to in-
clude all, or even a majority of the memnm-
bers in the reproach that they push the
interests of their constitnents to the extent
of haunting departments, is the opinion in
qualified eireles.  But undoubtedly some
members with an assiduity that does not
always pause to examine the merits of case,
embarrass the offieial lives of public ser-
vants particularly in those departments
associnted with land settlement. '

T know that it is the Agricultural Baak that
ju referred to. We can see justifieation for
this eriticism in the appointment of those
members of the Primary Produeers’ Associa-
tion to sit in judgment as a court of appenl,
irresponsible men as they are, on the decisions
of highly paid officers of the department, T
nsk the Premier and the Minister for Works
whether they realise that by comsenting to a
political organisation having power to select
its members to act in such a matter, the Gov-
crnment are embarking upen what is a vicious
principle? Tt is only o matter of degree, and
where is it going to stop if the Industries
Assistance Board should refuse to give effect
to the recommendations of this other irre-
sronsible board to grant assistance to men
whom the Industries Assistance Board had
previously turned down? Ts it not human
nature to expeet that members of the
Primary Producers’ Association, or the ex-
ecutive of that body, would immediately
bring pressure to bear, as they already
have done in conmneetion with the ap-
pointment of the hoard? Of course they
would. The principal is bad beeause, whilst
jt is an admission of the right of a political
party to exereise control over the distribution
or allecation of Government furds, it may be
confined to the Industries Assistance Board
to-day, and it may be the Agricnltural Bank
to-morrow or perhaps the Mines Department,
or some other department, on the next day,
and so on until we shall have the whole of

[ do not know that you
Why
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our departments honeycombed with political
influence. It is only another step to saying
that when a local authority aske for the ap-
pointment of a local commitice, they may
alse ask what grant the Works Department
will make for the construction of a main
road.

The Minister for Works:
tried it yet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would be an exten-
sion of the principle. Where will it stop? L
have here an extract from the proceedings of
the Primary Producers’ conference which was
held a month or two ago and which shows
what the desire of the execulive of that as-
sociation is. It is a desire to extend the prin-
ciple of contrel over departments, a econtrol
by that political organisation which repre-
sents the farmers, This extract says—

The executive’s recommendation's that
local men should assist LA B. inspectors
wag supported and the executive was urged
to take immediate action to complete the
board’s affairs.

Mr. Latham:
too.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I am sarprised at the
hon. member supporting political interference
of that deseription. It has never been done
before. I challenge any hon. member to give
an instanee where any political party or or-
ganigation has had such power. To say that
this i3 valuable assistance—interfering with
the adwministration of the department and the
work of responsible officcrs, and interfering
with the decisions of the Goiernmment an<
Ministers themselves—is absurd. To nse =
vulgar term, the principle is rotten, and I am
not going to eountenance it, IFf this Parlia-
ment is so lost to its sense of public duty as
to allow the initiation of a principle of this
kind without attempting to veoteh 1t at the
very outset, the soomer members of Parlia-
ment are kicked out the better it will be for
the State. Then a Parliament may be elected
which wili proiect those who are charged
with the administration of affairs. The extract
goes on—

The following motions were alge passed:—
That conference urges the Government Lo
establish a permanent boeard in each district
on the samc basis as those mow to he
formed to investigate the doubtfu! L.AB.
clients: gnly for the purpose of Agricul-
tural Baok clients who challenge the
opinton, of a ‘singnlar insneetor, whase
opinion may be open to be challenged, and
who is more likely to an error of judgment
than practical man on the land; we also
venture the opinion that by singular inspee-
tor too much power is vested in the hands
of ane man.

These resolutions were passed at the confer-
ence. We have conceded to the exeeutive
the right of the apnointment of a board to
deal with LA.B. clients, and the econference
says that the executive shall take up the mat-
ter of asking for the appointment of a simi-
lar board to deal with clients of the Agricul-
tural Bank, What right has this political

They have not

Very valuable assistanee,
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body to step in and demand a say in the
administration of the Agrieullural Bank?

The Premier: Of course they canmot.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Or the administration
of public funds, because it is nothing alse.
The function of the board is for no other pur-
pose. But even if the Government thonght
that it would be of advantage to have the ex-
perience of local men to advise or to assist,
then the Government should have made a
free and untrammelled ¢hoice and shenld nog
have handed over their power to a political
organisation to make the seleetion,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Three mentbhers of
the L.LA.B. are practical farmers.

Hon., P. COLLIER: They have no right
to be occupying their positions if they are
not, But we know that they tire highly quali-
fied for their posta, and that there is no need
to call in the aid of local political aspirants.
If there were sueh need the members of the
board would not be fit for their position.

The Premier: They are thoroughly capable
men.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course, and that is
why I am protesting against any court of
appeal. This whole matter arises from the
fact that the Industries Assistance Board
refused to grant assistance in some instances.
Reprecentations were made to the Board to
recede from their attitude, but they refused
to do go. Then a deputation went to the Min-
ister, and as a result of the refusal of the
Board to do what in their judgment they
were not entitled to do, this other board has
been created. If this new board is not for
the purpose of revicwing the decisions of the
Industries Assistance Board, and compelling
the granting of assistance in ecertain cases,
then for what has it been appointed? [t
has been appointed for mo other reason than
that which I have described. It is a scandal-
ous thing that the Government should write
toe a political party and ask them to elect
members on 2 board to deal with mattera
such as these, In many instarces where far-
mers have been refused further sssistance
this new heard will sit in review of the de-
cisions of the Industries Assistance Board.
The board iz eomposed of local men. If
Brown in a farming distriet is appoeinted Lo
this hoard, and he is asked to review the case
of one of his neighbours, who is a client of
the board and who has been rcfused further
assigtance, is it not human nature to expect
that Brown, who has lived in close association
with that neighbour, and who may have an
eye to the fuiure, will be influenced hy per-
sonal consideration? Will his judgment not
be colonred by past association with the man
in question?

. Mr. Pickering: That argument will apply
in any ease.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of vourse and that is
the danger. There is nb nced to go ountside
responsible officers. The T.AB. employs in-
spectors to travel all round the country, anil
those inspeetors should be as well qualified
as Yocal men to give deeisiona.

Mr. Latham: We know they are not.

[ASSEMBLY.]

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course every time
an inspector does not agree to do what is
requested of him, he must be wromg. There
may be mistakes made; there always will be
mistakes made, but it is far better to have a
heard aeting in seme cases without knowledge
of local affairs and so perhaps unwittingly
doing injustice to a few clients than to have
established a vicious principle of permitting
an outside political organisation to deal with
the matter. 1 hope the Committee will take
a determined stand. [ appeal to members on
the ¢ross benehes to take a broad view of the
natter, and to realise that whilst it may he
their turn to-morrow, it may be some other
political body’s turn later on. T think I am
safe in saying that this same executive, which
hias seeured the appointment of the political
board I have described, are in communica-
tion with the Minister for Mines, if not with
the Treasurer on behalf of an individoal who
iz a mine owner in this State. A mine owner,
too, is A man who is carrying on a private
business. In this particular instance appliea-
tion has been made for assistanec to the ex-
tent of a eonsiderable sum, running into five
figures, I belicve, Tnstead of that gentleman
representing to the Minister for Mines the
case on its merits, or representing it to an
officer of the department, he is putting his
applieation through the exeentive of the Prim-
ary Producers’ Association, a body which
knows nothing at all about the matter.

The Minister for Mines: I do not know of

it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is a fact neverthe-
less. Representations have been made to the
Government for assistance on behalf of this
individuat who himself iz a member of the
exeeutive,

The Minister for Mines: [ do not know of
it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T will tell the Minister
the man’s name. It is Shalleross. Has he
made application for assistance?

The Alinister for Mines: He has, but the
amount is not in five fignres.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I should like to know
whether the executive have made any recom-
mendations to’ the Minister with regard to
Mr. Shalleross.

The Premier: T have not heard of it or of
any other applieation.

Hon. P. COLLIER:
formed it is so.

Mr. Tickering: The wmere fact of his being
nn the exceutive would vot deprive him of the
right to apply for assistance.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Of course not.

The Minister for Mines: His case wonld
stand on its merits,

Hon. P. COLLIER: But it i3 entirely im-
proper to invoke the aid of the exeeutive on a
personal matter. T am not saying the execun-
tive would influence the final decision, but the
principle iz wrong.

The Minister for Mines: As you said le-
fore, it is rotten.

T am ¢redibly in
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Hon. P. COLLIER: We should not over-
ride the mature experience of members of the
hogrd.

The Premier: They have statutory author-
ity and no one can interferc with them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is why the hoard
are called an advisory board. It must be very
cinbarrassing for officers to know that the
advisory board arc the appointees of a politi-
eal organisation and that Ministers under
whom they serve are members of the
organisation. Is it fair that, aftexr an
officer has refused further assistance to
certain  clients, he should be put
the position of knowing that a politieal or-
ganisation is making recommendations to
over-ride his decision and that the Minister
is n member of the same political organisa-
tion? He is between the devil and the deep
sca. He has always the fear that, if he re-
fnscs to take notice of the recommendations of
the board, he will be offending his Minister.

The Premier: No, not in this case. It is
under me and I am not 2 membor of the or-
ganisation.

Mr. O’Loghlen: T think you are, ex officio.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The executive would go
to the Premier’s second in command, the
Minieter for Agriculture, and make him the
bearer of a message to the Premier. The
Minister for Agriculture is lcader of the
party, and le would have to econvey a
mesgsage or instruction to the Premier. How
could he be free and independent and loyal
to his party and, being at the same time
second in command of the Government, be
Joyal to his ehief, who might take an
opposite view?

The Minister for Agriculture: He i not
complaining.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Bnt the people are eom-
plaining. The Minister for Agriculture was
very sunecessful in the demand he made to his
chief recently. He secured all the cxeeutive
azked for.

Mr. McCallum: Although the naper gaid the
chief had bad a great victory.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Politically things are
getting putrid through interference of this
kind.

The Minister for Mines: Henee the retire-
ment of the member for East Perfh.

Mr. Underwood: He had the decency to
retire. That is more than you fellows have.

Hon, P. COLLIER : The Minister for
Mines faced the electors, but he did not do
so voluntarilty. He took office and could not
avoid it.

The Minister for Mines: Well, I did it, any-
how,

Han. P. COLLIER: Yes, beeayse there was
a position of £1,300 a year hanging to it.
The Minister was not nearly so conrageous
as he would have us believe. I profest also
that we have not had the report of the T.AB.
1 assume they were unable to get out their
report by the 30th September as provided in
the Aet, because they have been hampered
hv this outside appeal board. The position
diselosed by the report is that things are not
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gso well with the L.A.B. as they might be.
Last year’s report stated--

The revenue account, after providing
£4026 interest on bad and doubtful ac-
counts and £2,682 interest waived on ad-
vaiices to certain Ongerup settlers, shows
a net loss for the year of £10,912, but only
ascertainzd losses on actual realisations
have been brought into the account. This
hackward movement of the aecount ia at-
tributable to loss of earning power and to
inereased cost of administration.

This year under the same heading the report
stotes—— -

The revenue account after providing
£2191 interest on bad aecounts, £965 in-
terest waived on advances to certain On-
gerup settlers, and £33,954 written off to
hed debts account, shows a loss of £39,640.
The Premier: The bad accounts are an

acenmulation of the years since the beard
started.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, it is not to say
that these amounts have been incurred dur-
ing the year. The board consider that they
could he written off. Last year’s report
stated the mamber of abandoned properties
on the hands of the board on the 30th June
as 144, earrying an indebtedness of £96,721,

The Premicr: Some of them have been
got rid of since.

Hon, P, COLLIER: This year the number
of abandoned properties remaining on the
buoks of the board was 182 on which the
amount owing was £95,320. The number of
abandoned properties on the hands of the
hoard thereforec showed an increase of 36:
0Of course they do not altogether represent
bad debts. Men have become failures in this
calling and their properties have been taken
up by others. There must be a percentage
of failures, and there must inevitably be a
conziderable loss incurred in administering an
Act of this kind. The report just tabled
shows that insuranee has produced very pro-
fitable business to the insurance companies
since the commencement of the Aet. Tt is
here where the Government might well amend
the Aet and allow the board to effect its own
insurances to the benefit of the Government
and the c¢lients of the board. The report
states—

The hoari’s agreement with the Fire
Tinderwriters’ Association was the same a3
obtained during the preceding year. The
acreage covered by fire insurance was
478,493, and the values for insurance of
the erops were—

The various figures are then given, but it is
not mecessary to repeat them.

The companies allow the board for its ser-

vices a commission of 15 per cent. on fire

and 5 per cent. on hail premiums. Sinee
its inception the board has paid in prem-
iums the sum of £141,728 plus stamp duty,
and recovered in losses £48,442,
Tn other words the insuranee companies have
made a profit during the period of seven
years of £91,000.
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Mr. Latham: What profit did the board
make ont of commission?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Fiftcen per cent. As
a matter of faet the board do the whole of
the work.

Mr. Latham: That is not so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then what do they
get the 15 per cent. for?

Mr. Latham: Handling the business.

Houn. P. COLLIER: The report goes on
to say—

The board is of opinion that legislative
authority to carry its own risks is neees-
sary as affording a source of profit from
which to provide a reserve to meet the
losses which the liguidation of its bad ae-
counts is now entailing. Proposals are at
present obtained by the inspeetors, and the
additional handling cost to the board would
be relatively small,

]Mr. Latham: They fill in a form, that is
all,

Hon. P, COLLIER: What else is to he
donef

Mr. Latham: They draw 15 per eent. for
filling in that form.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The point is that this
amount of £91,000 would, if the board had
been able to carry their own risks, have been
saved either to the board or the clients of
the board. It seems to me We are absolutely
neglecting our duty in allowing this money
to be paid@ ont year after pear. The most
profitable business in Australia to-day is the
inaurance business. Insnrance companies are
springing wp like mushrooms. Men without
special expericnce are appointed at high sal-
aries to manage these concerns, so that they
must be extremely remunerative, I shall re-
turn to the aubjeet of the politically ap-
pointed committees when we come to the
items.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. H. K. Maley—Greenough) [8.18]:
The Leader of the Opposition knows per-
fectly well that the Industries Assistance
Board are vested with certain statutory
powers, and that with these powers there
can be no interference by any outside body
whatsoever. It has frequently been stated
here that the matter of assistance to settlers
in whose case it has been going on for years,
ought to have been reviewed. Tt has been
contended that the continval doling out of
sustenance should be terminated. The pro-
pused local committees have no power what-
ever but to advise the Minister regarding
valuations, and ecertainly they have neo
Power to recommend with regard to rate
of sustenance.

Hon. P. Collier: The rate of sustenance
depends on valuations,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No. The guestion of sustenance received
attention when the Industries Aassistance
Board were reviewing the rates to be
allowed the farmers for this partieular
season., The whole faets of the matter with
regard to the local committees are that a

| ABSEMEBLY.]

deputation from the Chamber of Commerce,
and one from the Primary Producers’ Asso-
ciation, together with the members and
officers of the Industries Assistance Board,
came to see me as acting Minister in the
absence of the Premier, who was in Eng-
land, The conclusion was arrived at that
it would be a good thing to have a kind of
stocktaking in order to determine whether
it would not be better in the case of some
clients who were in an ahsolutely hopeless
position to make a valuation of their
properties and release those clients from the
control of the board. It was merely a mat-
ter of reccurring millstones of intereat
charges being written up against those
elients in respect of hopeless propositions.
The functiona of tbe district committees,
two members of which arc local farmera, not
necessarily members of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association

Hon. P. Cellier :
agxociation.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
1 have not followed the matter closely of
late, being concerned wiih the affairs of
other departments; but T have notficed that
some of the men elected to the district com-
mittees have not been members of the
Primary Producers’ Association.

Hon. P. Cellier: But the association have
electedd them. Why ask a political body to
eleet men to such positionsy

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
After all, the emoluments attaching to the
position are very little, consisting merely
of small travelling ailowanees. The recom-
mendatious of the loeal commitiees are
purely matters of adviece to the Minister,
and their advice can be accepted or rejected.
The committees will perform a very useful
funection.

Hon, P. Collier: But why ask a political
body to eleet them?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTTRE:
Is there any other body in the State that
could do it? Throughout the inspections the
board will be protected by the reports of
their own inspectors. The Leader of the
Oppeosition has drawn a Jurid pieture of the
destruction of respomsible government in
this conpection. I think the Industries
Assistance Board are to be commended for
obtaining, at very slight coat, wvaluations
which will epable them to determine how
propertics should be writton down with a
view to giving release to hopeless eclienta.
I know that it was said I as a Minister had
no right to receive deputations from the
Primary Producers’ Association,

Hon, P. Collier: T did not say that. It is
better that the deputations should take
place in publie, instead ot deputations being
received in private and the results being
made known weeks later in the *‘‘Primary
Producer.’’

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is net justified. I have made state-
ments in the Press——

But eleeted by that
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Hon, P, Collier: To receive a deputation
at a meeting open to the Fress is a different
thiug from receiving u deputation privately
and making a statement to the Press after-
wards.

The MINISTER FQOR AGRICULTURE:
In connection with the proceedings of the
Industries Assistance Board, the hon. mem-
ber would not desire full Presa publicity.
The Leader of the Opposition is making &
little pelitical capital ont of the matter.

Hon. P. Collier: If that were my object,
I would have had a good deal more to say.
I would not have sat down while youn were
troiting backwards and forwards between
your execntive and Cabinet.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
During the fortheoming pnlitical eampaign
the hon. member will be able to give his
imagination free rein.

Hon. P. Collier: I hope yvou will he there.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I hope the hon. member will come out of the
contest as clean as we have emerged.

Hon. M. ¥, TROY (Mt. Magnet) [8.26]:
The Minister denied in this Chamber some
time ago that he had ever becn approached by
the Primary Producers’ Asscciation for the
purpose of appointing farmers as advisers to
the Industries Assistance Board.

Point of Order.

The Minister for Agrienlfure: I challengé
the member for Mt. Magnet to substantiate
that statement. T take exception to the state-
men, and I ask the hon. member to withdraw
it.

Hon. M. F. Troy: I will not withdraw it,
becanse it is a statement of facl. The hon.
menker has no right to ask me to withdraw,
because I have not made a statcment which is
offensive.

The Minister for Agrievlture: I regard the
hon. member’s statement as offcensive, and 1
agk for jts withdrawal

The Chairman: The Miaister is taking ex-
ception te the statement, and has asked for
a withdrawal, If the Minister considers the
statement distasteful, ¥ must ask the hon.
member to withdraw it.

Dissent from Chairman’s Rllling.

Hon. M. F. Troy: I cannot accept your rul-
ing, Mr. Chairman. I must move—

That the Committee dissents from the
Chairman’s ruling.

I do so on the ground that the Chairman
is the person whe is competent to say whether
a remark i3 offensive or otherwise, If an
honourable member takes exception to a state-
ment made here in the course of debate, and
says he deems it offensive, anl asks for a
withdrawal on that ground, then everything
one says may be termed offensive, and thus
anything ezlenlated to express the truth must
be withdrawn. This is a House where one
has the right and the privilege of speaking
the truth. If I said the Minister was a scoun-
drel, or a liar, or a coward, or that he was
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ntterly unserupulous, I would be saying some-
thing which was oﬁ(ensivc; but I have made
@ statement which in my opinion is a state-
ment of faet.

Hon. P. Collier: And the Minister can re-
fute it afterwards.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Yes; he ecan refute it
at any time.

The Minister for Agriculture: A similar de-
mand was put forward by the member for
Suesex only a week ago with regard to a atate-
ment made by me. The member for Sussex
considercd that statement to be offensive, and
I was ordered by the Chairman to withdraw
it. Therefore 1 still ask you, Mr. Chairman,
to require the member for Mt Magnet to
withdraw.

Hon. M. ¥, Troy: I remember the remark
to which exception was taken by the meinber
for Bussex. In my opinion the Chairman was
not correct in demanding a withdrawal on
that oceasion, and T expressed that opinion
inmnediately the withdrawal was demanded.
However, I did not rise to question the Chair-
man's ruling. It was the place of the mem-
ber called upon to withdraw to do that.

The Minister for Agriculture: I was uot
given any option.

Hon. M. F. Troy: 1t is not right that you,
8ir, should observe that precedent. I would he
stultified, and the House wounld be stultified,
if I allowed my self to be compelled to with-
draw a remark made in the ordinary course of
debate which is not personal, and not offen-
:i\?e, and which I believe to be a statement of

act.

The Chairman: If iy memory serves me
rightly, there has not been one instance in
this Chamber when n member, being ealled
upon by either the Chairman of Committees
or the Speaker to withdraw a remark to which
another member had taken exception as being
offensive to him, has refused to do ao. With
regard to the statement of the member for
Mt. Magnet that it is the Chairman’s duty
te decide whether o statement is offeusive ur
not, [ must say I disagree with that view. 1
do not intend to give a ruling as to whether
in my opinion the statement was offensive or
not, Tt is optional for any member to take
exception to a statement und ask for a with-
drawal; and it has always been the custom, at
all events since I have been a member of this
Chamber, to withdraw upon such a request
being made.

Hon. M. F. Troy: That is all right. I have
a recollection of——

The Chairman: Before you prolong the mat-
ter, Mr. Troy, let mc point out that if vou
wish to disagree with my ruling you have a
certain course laid down. I have asked for a
withdrawal. The Minister for Agriculture
hag taken exception to your statement as he-
ing offensive, and has asked for it to be with-
drawn. Therefore I have asked you to with-
draw the remark.

Hon. M. F, Troy: I regret having been
compelled, 8ir, to move that your ruling be
disagreed with on the ground that my remark
was not offensive under the rules of this
Chamber.
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The Premier:
being offensive.
Hon. P. Collier:
sonal remark at all.

The Premier: The hon. member has been
in the House a long time and be knows, as we
all know, that when a withdrawal is asked for,
it is conceded. 1 hope the hon. member will
withdraw the remark,

A remark has been taken as

But this was not a per-

[The Speaker resnmed the Chair.]

Mr. Munsie having reperted the dissent,

Hon. M. ¥. Troy: In speaking to the
Estimates of the Department of Agri-
colture I said the Minister for Agri-
culture had dJdenied that he had agreed
to the representation of the farmers
on the ILAB, 'The Minister said that
statement was offensive, and asked for a with-
drawal. I claim that I am entitled to make a
statement whieh I believe to ke a statement
of fact. It is not offensive. It is a state-
ment which may be denied if not correct. An
offensive statement is a statement by which
I impute bad metives, a statement of mis-
represeatation, an accusation of falschood, of
fraud, of corruption, of cowardice, a state-
ment in contemptuous or insuting language——
all these things would be offensive, but a
statement of fact, which is within the rights
of every member and within the common
rules of debate, cannot be offensive. I re-
fused to withdraw, not because I objected to
the Chairman asking me to withdraw, but be-
cause I felt that my withdrawal would create
a bad precedent. The Minister for Agricul-
ture has drawn attention to the fact that a
few weeks ago he was compelled to with-
draw a statement he made regarding the mem-
ber for Sussex. I remember \he oceasion well.
The Minister was asked by the Chairman to
withdraw, but in my opinion, the member for
Sussex was not entitled to a withdrawal, and
I .expressed that opinion immediately to my
colleague in the next chair. It was not my
duty to interfére, it was not my business.
But if the Minister for Agricolture is justi-
fied in demanding that I shall withdraw a
statement which any hon. mewmber ought to
make if he feels it to be true, all free dis-
cussion will he stifled. The remark I made
was not personally offensive, and therefore L
eannot be compelled to withdraw it. Stand-
ing Order 146 provides that any member
having used objectionable language, and mot
explaining or retracting it or offering apolo-
gies to the member offended, shall be een-
sured or otherwise dealt with as the House
may think fit. But I have not used objection-
able language. I have not said anything per-
sonal regarding the Minister’s character or
hig integrity or his manhool. I have merely
made a statement regarding his Ministerial
actions, and therefore it cannot be ealled of-
fengive. “*May’’ states that the House shall
insist upon all offensive words being with-
drawn and ample apologies made to the sat-
isfaction of the member t¢ whom the offence
has been given. It further states that the im-
putation of all motives, misrepresentation, or

[ASSEMBLY.]

accusations ¢harging a mewmber with duplicity,
deceit or contemptiions or insulting language,
are unparliamentary, and eall for prompt in-
terference. But I have merely made the
statement that the Mipister said certain
things, If I am incorrect, the Minister bas
the right to say =¢, but he mas not the right
to demand that my liberty of speech shall be
curtailed. The Premier has appealed on the
ground that it is the eustom to withdraw. |
say it has not been the custom. Frequentty
during my term ay Speaker I refused to call
an hon, mewmber to order for making such
remarks as 1 made to-night. T always asked
what was the objection, and irequently did L
rule that the remark was not unparliament-
ary or offensive. My remark to-night was not
unparlianentary or personally offensive. It
was merely made in the course of discussion,
and it could bave been replied to in the ordin-
ary way by the Minister. JIf I had said he
told lies or was given to nisrepresentation,
he might properly have demanded a with-
drawal; but my remark was merely that he
had made certain statements which he now
says he did not make. What T said was cor-
rect. \In his opinion it was not ecorrect.
He is perfectly justified in telling the
House that I was wrong, and T am equally
justified in saying that 1 was right. If he
were to say that I am wrong, could I eall his
denial personally offensive? I could not do
g0, because he would mot mean the remark
personally, but would be merely denying my
statenent. Yet becavse I make a statement
which he says is not eorrect, he declarea it to
be personally offensive. I regret that in the
cireumstances I cannot accept the Chairman’s
ruling.

The Minister for Agriculture;: T did not
say that the remarks of the hon. member
were incorrect. I aimply said T had not made
the statement attributed to me. T defy him
to get a proof of the speech on the Lands
Department vote and find any such statement
in regard to the Industries Assistance Board.
I T did not make the statement, it must be
an offensive remark to say I did make it.
That is the only logical deduction to be
drawn, If the remark had been made in part,
I could understand the hon, member’s atti-
tude, but if T did not make the statement,
and the statement is attributed to me by the
hon. memher as having been made, it must be
regarded as offensive to say I did make it.

Mr. Speaker: The Chairman of Committees
has ruled that the member for Mount Magnet
should have withdrawn the statement. The
hon. member supports himself in his attitude
hy quoting Standing Order 146. Standing
Order 131 bears more closely on- the subjeet.
No. 146 reads—

Any member having nsed objectionable
words, and not cxplaining or reiracting
the same, or offering apologies for the uge
thereof to the satisfaction of the House,
shall be censured, or otherwise dealt with
as the House may think fit; and any mem-
ber called to order shall sit down, unless
permitted to explain.
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No, 131 reads—

No member shall use offensive or unbe-
coming words in reference  to any member
of the House,

The words used by the member for Mount
Magnet were considered by the Minister for
Agriculture to he offensive,

Hon. M. P. Troy: Who is the judge in
this case?

The Speaker: T helieve the hom, member
will bear with me when I say that the man
against whom a statement is made shonld he
the judge as to whether that statement is
offensive or not. The Minister held that
the words were offensive, and said he did not
nake the statement attribnted to him, He
contends that this is putting words into his
mouth that he did not use, That must be
offensive. In the circumstances 1 must sup-
port the ruling of the Chairman of Com-
mittees,

Hon. M. F. Troy: What is your ruling?

Mr. Speaker: 1 support the ruling of the
Chairman,

Dissent from Speaker’s ruling.

Hon, M. ¥, Troy: I move—

That the House dissents from Alr, Speak-
er’s ruling.

The Minister for Mines: What about going
to the Privy Coumcil?

Hon. M. F. Troy: You, Sir, have delegated
your authority to the Minister for Agrienl-
ture. It is for you to say whether a remark
ig offensive or not. You have decided that it
is offensive, without even hearing the remark.
You {did mnot call for ‘“Hansard’’ to ascer-
tain what words were used. T did not appeal
to your ruling in order that yon might decide
upon the determination of the Minister for
A‘%—rieulture as to whether the words were
offensive or not. T appealed to you as
Speaker of tha Honge, It greates a new
order of things here when the Spenker dele-
gates his authority to the aggrieved person.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member is not quite
right in making that statement.

Hon. M. F. Troy: I take the statement as
you made it. You did not hear and you have
not seen a ¢opy of my remarks, You do not
know what words were used. You have
simply said that because the Minister for
Agriculture claims he did not make the state-
ment, and deems it to be offensive, it is
offensive. We have come to this, that 1 am
being judged now in the mind of the Min-
ister for Agriculture and not, as 1 thought,
in the mind of the Speaker. I appealed to
you to deecide this question by the rules of
the House. I did not appeal to you to decide
on what .was in the mind of the Minister.. If
that were so I would never have appealed to
you. You based your decision on Standing
Order 131 which reads—

No member shall use offensive or unbe-
coming words in reference to any member
of the House.

Do you know what offensive words were used?
Have you got them? Have you them written
out? On what do you base your decision?
You do not know what they are, and so you
eannot decide whether the words are offensive
or otherwise, Bu¢ you have decided that they
are offensive beeanse the Minister says they
are, I thonght when I appeaied to you, you
would decide on what is called offensive in
the Parlinmentary Code. I am asked to with-
drawn, not because the Speaker knows I ought
to do so, nor beeause he has heard or seen the
words used, hut merely beeanse the Minister
says I must withdraw. What are we coming
to in this institution? An appeal to Caesar
is mot an appeal to him but one to the ag-
grieved person.

Hon. P. Collier:
to the words used?

The Minister for Agriculturc: I am made
ont to be a liar.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The Minister says I
made an offensive statement and the
Speaker supports him becavse the Min-
ister says it is offensive, If it is offen-
give on my part to say that the Min-
ister made a certain statement when he
stys he did not make it, it is cqually offensive
for him to say | am wrong in saying what I
did. He claims I said he was guilty of lying,
and he now says I am guilty of lying when
T made the statement T did. If the Minister
is _injured because I made that statement,
which T dcemed to be a faet, I am equally
injured beeause he denies my statement, I
eall that denial equally offensive.

Hon. P. Collier: It is an assertion that you
are not teHing the truth,

Mr. O’Logblen: Do you demand a with-
drawal?

Houn. AL F. Troy: I ask for a withdrawal
also. T have here a list of offensive expres-
sioms.

Mr. Pickering: How many are there?

ITon. M. F. Troy: About 500, but not one
is of the character referred to by the Min-
ister. The Speaker does not know what I
said, but he knows I am guilty.

The Minister for Mines: He knows the
ground on which youn disagreed with the
ruling of the Chairman.

Hon. M. F. Troy: I moved thai the Chair-
man’s reling be disagreed with on the
ground that the remark I mnade was not
personally offensive under the rules of the
House.

The Minister for Mines: You objected to
the ruling on the ground that he did@ not
decide that the words were offensive,

Hop. M, F. Troy: On the ground that the
remark T made was not personally offensive,
and the Speaker has decided that it is
offensive without knowing what words were
used. I am not going to submit to that
position., I have said nothing about the
Minigter personally or about his personal
character or integrity, or about his Minis-
terial actions. 1 have imputed no motives,
He claims that I said he was a Har. I may
equally claim that he is one, when be says

What objection is there
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I have made a false statemeat. The follow-
ing instances are given of expressions of
language made use of in the House of Com-
mons which are leld to be unparliamentary,
irregular and not permitted in debate. One
is—

To charge a Minister with an injurious
gtention in introducing a clause into a

ill.

I have not done that.

Te impute motives.

I have not done that. I have not said the
Minister has done certain things at the
dictation of the Farmers and Settlers®
Asgociation, or that he has done this beeause
he was compelled to do it on the mation of
Alee Monger, Esq.

Toe make personal observations refleet-
ing upon a Minister's eharacter,

I have net done that,

To make use of expressions calculated

to reflect on a clasg,
I have not donc that.

To wmake use of strong terms even
though not addressed to a particular mem-
ber,

I have not done that.

The Colonial Seeretary: Don’t you think
they were strong?

Hon. M. F. Troy: T did expect, anyhow,
that when dealing with a question of this
character, there would be a little responsi-
bility shown on the part of Ministers,

Hon. P. Collier: Everything is a joke now
with some Ministers,

Hon, M, F, Troy: They are expected to up-
hold the traditions of this Chamber and
this is how they do it!

Hon. P. Collier: Even the disposal of
public funds is a joke!
Hon. M, ¥. Troy:

offensive to say—

That a member has been returned by
the refuse of a large constituency.

I did not say that.

To make a direct contradition.

I did not say that; but the Minister did so.

Houn. P. Collier: He did it first.

Hon. M. F. Troy: He contradicted a state-
ment of mine and that is offensive. Again—
To attempt to throw ridicule on & mem-
ber by referring to him as ‘‘hon. and
reverend.*’
I did not do that.
Member: You could not do that in this
instance!
Hon. M. F. Troy: Again—

To speak of the state of the House as
corrupt.

I have not done that,

To charge a member with baving been
detected in  the grossest practice of
corruption. N

I have not done that.

To allege that 4 member would give an

offecnsive answer to a question,
I have not done that,

To assert that a member’s action has

been dictated by spite.

At any rate, it is
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I have not done that.

To speak of any member as ‘‘not inde-
pendent.’’

I have not said that.

To say that an hon. imember ‘‘and those
with him would shrink from nothing, how-
cver illegal and uvnconstitutional.’?

[ have not done that.

To charge n Minister with advoecating an
unworthy cause.

T have not done that.

The Premier: Are you going right threagh
all those things?

Hen, M. F. Troy: Yes. T will not allow
the Minister for Agrieulture to determinc
what is offensive in this Chamber!

To express an opinion that it is not hon-
ourable for a member to pursue a certain
course.
have not dome that.

To impute to members that their alleg-
ianee is only conditional.

I have not done that:

The Premier: You have not been accused
of all those things.

Hon. M. F. Troy: T have not accused the
Minister of them.” I am accused of breaking
the rules of this Chamber and I am proving
up to the hilt that I have not dome so.

The Minister for Works: Are you giving us
all these things seriatim?®

Hon. M. F. Troy: Again—

To charge a member with geing about
the country telling deliberate lies,

1 have not done that.

To charge a member with insulting a
member.
have not dene that,

To refer to a Bill as having had ifs pass-
ing ““secured by steaith.’’

I have not done that

To charge a member with appealing to

outrage and murder.
I have not done that.

To say that a member has left undone
what he should do as a man of honour.
have not dene that,

To charge the Government with conduet
approaching to trickery and unworthy pro-
ceedings.

To imply that a member says things
withort thinking.

To impute wilful obstruction.

To say that members do not act acedrd-
ing to thair comseience or that a member
was not actuated by the feelings of a gen-
tieman,

To impute want of straighiforwardnecss
or courage.

To affirm that a member’s nanner is
usually insulting.

The Minister for Mines: What about ‘‘un-
eouth’'?

Hon. M. F. Troy: The Miniater is not a
judge of that. The Minister has referred to
the expression ‘“un-outh.’” The hon. mem-
her remenbers the incidsnt. A string of
such words were used, ineluding ‘‘uneouth,’’
and the hon. member appealed to me and I
had to stop the member comcerned atherwise
there would bave been a sceme.

—

—

[and
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The Minister for Mines: Oh, no!

Hon, M. F, Troy: There would have becn
2 seene, I eould see the look in the hon
member’s eye!

The Minister for Agriculture: I did not
know you were as clever as that other gen-
tleman.

Hon, M. F. Troy: I can tell the House that
that hon. member said ‘If you allow that
hon. member to go on like this, T can go one
better’’—and I can tell the House that he
could!

The Minister for Works: He has gone off
now, anyhow,

Mr. Speaker: Order! Will the hon, mem-
ber keep to the point at issue.

Hon, M. ¥, Troy: I will, Mr. Speaker, a0
far as you will allow members to permit me—

To impute that the House has lost its
character as a deliberative Assembly.

To imply that bad language is used in
the House by membcers.

To impute disloyalty te any member.

The Premier: You have not been accused
of that.

Hon. M. F. Troy: If the Premier intends
to allow this sort of thing to go on I must
proreed.

The Premier: What did you say?

Hon. M. F. Troy: I said that the Minister
for Agriculture—I ask you, Mr. Speaker, to
get the words from ‘‘Tangard’’—made cer-
tajn remarks which he denied having made.

The Minister for Agriculture: T said T did
not make them.

Hon. M. F. Troy: And the Miniater for
Agriculture infers now that when I said that,
I accused him of lying.

Hon. P. Collicr: MHis was an aceusation
against you.

How. M., F. Troy: His accusation was that
I told a lic. That is where the position rests
now. I will proceed.

The Minister for Works: Bnt those state-
ments were made in a Pickwickian sense.

Hen, M, . Troy: Why Lhen has iime been
taken up with this discussion?

Hon. P. Collier: It is only in a Pieck-
wickian sense that you are down a grade or
two in Cabinet.

Hen, M. F. Troy: The Minister for Works,
who has had an honourable conmnection with
the House for many years, says the words
were used in a Pickwickian sense! 1If they
were used in that sense, they were joeunlar
and being a joke, they could not be regarded
as offensive! Yet the Minister would sup-
port the ruling that I was offensive!

The Minister for Works: T wanted to find
out what all the bother was about.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. members must keep
erder.

Hon. P. Collier: Has the Minister for
Waoarks got to the bottomn of that little bother
of his own?

Hon, M. F. Troy: However, I will proesed
with these remarks that are set out as offen-
S1IVg—~—

To speak of a member’s public acts ag

"*of a most damnable eharacter.’’
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To charge a member with ‘‘a legal quib-
ble worthy of the hon. member from whom
it proceeded.’’

To impute that ‘‘to gain political ends
some members would rejoice in the diplo-
matic failure of the Government and even
in a military disaster.

To impute misconduct to members and to
state that ‘‘time is wasted In unsemly per-
sonal squabbles,’’ such reflections implying
neglect on the part of the Speaker or Chair-
man whe shovld check such conduct,

To say in commenting upon a des-
pateh ‘“the thing appears to have been
done merely to see how many falsehoods
could be put in a despateh’’ if such amn
observation is intended to apply to any
member of the House,

To apply to ary body of members
language imputing insulting conduct om
their part to foreign Governmenta.

To accuse a member of ‘'inciting to
break the law.’’

To apply the terms ‘‘brutal majority”’
to any section of the House,

To say that members ¢‘are on the side
of atheism, irreligion and immorality.’’

To refer to a member as ‘‘an infidel,
blasphemer, or an offensive representative
of atheism.’’

To characterise a speech as ‘‘conirary
to the decencies of society.”’

Te say that a member will ‘‘by persist-
ing in his present course, lose all claim to
our respect as the guardian of the rights
of minorities.”’

To impute unworthy motives to mem-
bers or the Government collectively, as,
ex, gr, to charge the Government with
doing anything on & pretence.

The Colonial Secretary interjected.

Hon. M. F. Troy: As the Minister is an
approved parrot, he will be able to use
those charges? Is that offensive? .

The Colonial Seeretary: I will not accept
it as offensive, so go ahead.

Hon. M, F. Troy: I will proceed:—

To imply that & member has acted as
a ‘‘traiter to his sovereign.’’

To charge members with being ‘‘under
improper influences’? or with ‘‘rebellion.’?

To characterise a statement as "'a
deliberate untruth.’’

To asgert ‘‘that liberty and regard of
private right are lost to the House’’ and
that a Minister ‘“had transferred himself
from & constitutional Minister to a
tyrant.”’

To impute to a member of the House
““that he had inspired an hon. member in
a disorderly course which had brought
down the censure of the ITouse.”’

To impute that a member has stated
that which he knew mnot to be correct.

To charge a member with ‘‘wasting the
time of the House wantonly and unjustifi-
ably.”’

To speak of members us ‘“colleagues in
atheism.”’
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To charge a member with sheltering
himself bebind a ‘“miserable subterfuge.”’

To charge, even hypothetically, mem-
bers with ‘‘being cowards who dared not
go among their constituents to deliver
their speeches.®’

To say that a member ‘‘has not kept
his word,’’ or is of ‘‘remarkably fragile
honour,’’ or 18 guilty of ’‘disorderly con.
duet and rebellivus action.’’

To refer to any gection of members as
‘‘stecped in treagon.'’

To charge a member with ‘‘pandering
to treason.’’

To speak of the House as consisting of
foreigners.

To impute to the Guvernment ‘‘inten-
tional deceit’’ or imply that they were
‘‘only humbugging.’’

The Minister for Works interjected.

Hon. M, F. Troy: The Mjinister can do
with that, God knows!

Mr. Pickering: What about withdrawing
that expression?

The Minister for Works: I do not mind it,

Hon. M. F. Troy : The following words
have been ruled as unparliamentary when
applied to the conduet, actions or language
of members:—

‘"Ungentlemanlike and dishonourable;
impertinent; inscolent and scornful tering;
entirely false and without fonudation;
inconsistent with his character; knowingly
unfounded statement; dodge; factious
opposition; calumnious; false; cowtrdly;

malicious and calumnious: hypocritical
pretence ; poliroon ; mendacious ; not
credible; bloodthirsty.’’

The Minister for Works: They were

particular in those days!

Houn. M. F. Troy: I have gone through the
whole calendar of offensive words recorded
in connection with Parliamentary procedure
and I have not used one of them, You, Mr.
Speaker, without saying or knowing what
words I used, say I am guilty. It is abse-
lutely remarkable! A member of the House
appeals to the Speaker and the Speaker de-
cides against another member withont know-
ing what has been saidl On that he accuses
a member of making an offensive statement.
If that is to be established as a precedent,
exception ean be taken to anything that any
hon. member may say in this House and
then free discussion will be gone for good.
You, Mr. Speaker, have ruled that my re-
mark is offensive; I have read out all the
worda known in the Parliamentary calendar
which are classed nes offensive and mv_re-
mark is not included in any one of them.
I made a statement that the Minister for
Agriculture said certain things which, he
said, he did not say. I say he did; he says
he did not. He says I am offensive; 1 say
he is offensive. I do not know whether you
will reverse your judgment—I doubt it. T
do not eare whether your judgment is re-
versed or otherwise. You take the extraord-
inary course of deciding what is Parliament-
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ary language withoot knowing the remark,
or without having heard the remark. I
appealed to you not because someone had
ruled in a certain direction but because I
required an interpretation hy the Spealer
of what is DParliamentary language and
inasmuch as you have not heard the
language, you cannot be correct.

Mr. Speaker: Does the hon. member move
to dissent from my rulieg?

Hon. M., P, Troy: Yes.

Mr. Speaker: The member for Mt. Magnet
has indeed made a very strong point from
his viewpoint, in that he said I did not hear
the remark. In answer to that I will say
that had I heard the remark, the hon. mem-
ber thinks I would have been more com-
petcnt to decide on this question than the
deputy Chairman of Committees who heard
the remark. Having heard the remark, the
Minister for Agriculture complained of it
and said the hon. member put words into
his mouth he did not make use of.
That being so the hon. member was asked to
withdraw. The hon. member knows well that
when a statement, is made and it is considered
to be objeetionable by the member to whom
it was directed, it must be withdrawn. The
Speaker or Chairman is not required to know
whether the statement is eorreet or inecorreet;
he simply asks whether a withdrawal is de-
sired, and the member making the statement
invariably complies with the request for the
withdrawal, If the request iz met with a
refusal, T am beund by the Standing Orders
ta support the ruling of the Chairmar. The
question is now, that the ruling of the
Speaker be dissented from.

Moetion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 13
Noes 20
Majority against 7
AYEB.
Mr. Angwin Mr. McCallum
Mr. Chesson Mr, O'Loghlen
Mr. Colller Mr. Troy
Mr. Heron Mr. Wilcock
Mr. Lambert Mr., Wilzon
Mr. Lutey Mr. Corboy
Mr. Marskall (Teller.)
Nozs,
Mr. Broun Mr, Mann
Mr. Carter Sir James Mitcheh
Mr. Davles Mr. Pickering
Mr. Durack Mr. Plesse
Mr. Georgo Mr. Richardson
Mr., Glbson Mr. Bampson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Seaddan
Mr, Johpston Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr, Latham Mr. Underwood
Mr. H. K, Maley Mr. Mullany
({Teller.y

Motion thus negatived.
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Committee resumed.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Regarding the appoint-
ment of the advisory board, I bave read in
the Press recently that the Minister for Agri-
calture has approved of the representatives of
farmers on this board. T protest against that
course being followed because in my opinion
it is not going to be to the best advantage of
the board, and neither will it be in the in-
terests of the Government. The Minister has
not done the proper thing in appointing two
local farmers as members of this advisory
board, because local farmers in every instance
must be influenced by the fact that they live
in the district amongst the people whose
claims they will be called upon to decide.
The Minister has put the local farmers in a
very umpleasant position, because any man,
living in the country amongst other farmers
who are his neighbours, will find it very hard
to turn down any application those farmers
may make, Hon. members will appreciate
my point. I regret the Minister has adopted
this course. It shows 2 decided weakness
which is rot in the best interests of the State.

Item, Trustecs and Board member £636:

Hon. P, COLLIER: As the general debate
has been concluded I wish to speak on this
item, We have listened to the defence made
by the Minister for Agriculture of the action
of the Government in appointing a political
board to administer public funds. His ex-
planation consisted of a wave of the arm
and saying ‘‘You will have plenty of oppor-
tunity at East Perth during next week.”’
The Minister very unworthily and very un-
justifiahly accuses me of trying to make
politieal capital out of this, and for what
reason? Because I consider it my duty to
draw attention to a departure in the adminis-
tration of our public affairs which I consider
to be vicious in prineciple, and which I think
ought to be condemned and would be con-
demned by the Minister if he had any sense
of pnhlic morality or any sense of public
rectitude. I have sat in this House night
after night, and had I been desirous of mak-
ing political capital out of matters, I eould
have held np the work of the House on many
occasions, In faet I consider I would have
been doing a public duty had I, day after
day, called atiention to the manner in which
there has been this insidieus interference
with the administration of State affairs. Bug
hecause I for onee consider that it is my duety
to deal with a matter of thiz kind, T am ae-
eused by the Minister for Apgriculture of
being aetuated by no other motive than that
of trying to make political eapital.

Hon. M. F. Troy: And that is an offensive
remark.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But if I were as thin
skinned as the hon member, knowing that he
had no defence, that he was oblized to have
recourse to the protection of the Chair, I
should have taken exception to his remark.
He was certainly imputing motives. The hon.
member imputed motives to me in my criti-
eism, motives of desiring to make political
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capital out of this matter, And this is the
Minister’s sense of what is right and wrong
in the administration of public affairs! He
did not attempt te deny the charge 1 made
that branches of a pelitical organisation,
selected or elected members of this party.
Instead of attempting to justify that
he has recourse to the miserable subterfuge
of saying that I am  actuated by a
desire to make political capital out of
it, and he waved his arms t{owards East
Perth saying *“‘You can give full vent
to your imagination there next week '’
We are asked to hand it over to a political
organisation to make a selection and the same
organisation, encouraged by their success in
this direetion, are asking for a board to deal
with the clients of the Agricuitural Bank in
the same way. Sce thé principle of the thing!

The Premier: I have not heard of that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I read earlier in the
evening the resolution carried at the econ-
ference of the Primary Producers’ Associa-
tion in which they ask their executive to make
representations to the Government or the ap-
pointment of a board om similar lines to
deal with the advances by fhe Agricultural
Bank,

Mr, O’Loghlen: And they will get it.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Of course they will

The Premier: Wait and sese.

Mr. MeCallum: It will be another of
those victories for the Premier where he gives
away everything.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The ¢xecutive in this
matter are like the tiger on whom the girl
went for a ride—

They returned from the ride with the Jady

inside

And a smile on the face of the tiger.

The Minister for Works: But she had the
ride.

Hon. P. COLLIER:
this statement—

Several conferences between members and
officers of the I.A.B. and representatives of
the executive of the Primary Producers’ As.

sociation have been held to determine a

basis upon which the position of clients of

the board, whose accounts are in an unsatis-
factory pogition, may be capable of adjust-
ment,
It must not be forgoitem that prior to this
the board had dealt with every one of those
clients, and had decided upon a course of
action. In some cazes they had decided to
withhold any further assistance and, because
of the action of the board, the executive of
the Primary Producers’ Association came into
the matter. No doubt representations were
made through country branches that Gov-
ernment assistance had been stopped and the
executive made representations to the Min-
ister. There was nothing wrong in the ex-
ecutive approaching the Minister in a pnblic
matter of that kind. The Minister’s state-
ment proceeded—
The following teniative basis wag agreed
upon—subjeet of course, to approval of

The Minister mado
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Cabinet und the passing of amending leg-
islation:—(1) That in the ease of alt as-
gigted settlers whose position is regarded
by the boarl as hopeiess, a valuation he
rmade of their land and other assets with a
view to writing down their indebtedness to
such an extent as may be deemed advis
able. (2) The committee to consist of the
district inspector or other departmental te-
presentative, and two qualified local farmers
in cach inspectorial district. The members
of cach committee to be nominated by the
Primary Producers’ Assoeiation and to Le
approved by the Minister. Such members
not to be assisted settlers. (3) The duties
of the committee to be: (a)} To make a
valuation of the property and assets; (b)
To advise the best methods of carrving on
the farm; (c¢) To report on the personal
equation; and (d) To make such other ro
commendations as they may deem advis-
able. A request was made by the Chamber
of Commerce to bu given an opportunity to
express their view, and or Tuesday a de-
putation from that body waited on the
Acting Minister for Lands (Hon. H. K,
Maley) with the general manager of the
Agricultural Bank (Mr. E. A, McLarty) in
attendance. After full discussion it was
agreed that a necessary preliminary would
be a complete investigation of the as-
counta by a commitice. Those in an in
solvent condition could be re-valued on the
bagis suggested above, and ercditors claims
surrendered and written off, and later, an
amendment of the Act secured to discharge
them without resort to the Bankruptey Act.
An cxamination would then be made of
those accounts warranting some basis be-
ing arranged to compromise with the out-
side creditors’ claims by an acceptance of
Treasury bonds in full satisfaction thercof.
This scheme has, of course, yet to be sub-
mitted by the Minister for consideration in
Cabinet before any action can be taken.
It has since been approved.

The Premicr: Tt has not bLeen approvad
in that ghape. I have not got the papers with
me, but I ghall bring them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister for Ag-
rievlture, who has handled the matter a good
deal, has not denied the accuracy of any
of the statements T have made. Certainly the
point of my complaint is not disputed—the
handing over to a political party of the selec-
tion of the members of this board. They will
sit in judgment wpon the position of their
fellow members of the same politieal organi-
gation.

Mr, MeCallum: And God help them if
they are not members of the organisation!

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Government have
endorsed the right of a politieal party to sit
in judgment on their fellow members with 1e
gard to the disposal of Govermment funds,
with regard to assistance, with regard to the
writing down of their indebtediess, and with
a view to wiping it off sltogether without re-
course to the Bankruptey Act. That is abse-
lutely wrong.
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I think you should see just
I shall

The Premicr:
what happened before you go on.
bring the papers up.

Hon. P, COLLIER: My chief complaint i
with regard to the power given to this politi-
cal organisation and that is not in dispute.
I have seen it mentioned over and over again
in the ‘‘Primary FProducer’s’’ reports eof
country branches that ecorrespondence had
been received from the execative requesting
them to make the necessary selection of two
members to comprise the board in the various
districts. Members on the cross benches will
agreo that thia is correet.

Mr. Johnston: The local inspector to be
the third member.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hranches of the
Primary Producers’ Association te select the
other two.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
digtrict ingpector?

Mr. Latham: Yes.

Mr. MeCallum:  You are petting the in-
formation from the cross benches and not
from the Government.

The DPremier: We are not allowed to in-
terject.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Minister for Ag-
riculture endorses that, but because a member
ghould venture to condemn the rvcheme, he is
accused of being actuated by a desire to
make political eapital out of it. If this is to
be the view taken by Ministers, it matters
not what one might bring forward or what
line of argument one might pursue on any
division or 1item of the Xstimates, he
will be met with the objection that
he i3 only desirous of naking po-
litical capital out of it. That is a
nice defence to come from a Minicster, No
attempt is made to defend the action of ihe
Government.

Mr. Heron: He could not defend it.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Of course not. I pro-
test against the form in which these Estimates
are presented. Our hands are tied. We arc
not in a position to deal with these questions.
There is no guestion which will come forward
during the discussion on the Estimates on
which I would be more earnestly desirous of
taking a vote of the House in order to have
recorded whether the action of the Govern-
ment was endorsed or vetoed than this one.
We should have it recorded whether members
generally are prepared to adopt a policy of
this kind. Yet, beecause of the form in which
the Estimates are presented, I am not able
to do this. I would like to know now whether
the boards have started operations, what sal-
aries they are to get, the names of some of
the members appointed, and how many boarda
have been appointed in pursnance of this pol-
icy. These particulars would enahle us to
juilge more accurately the degrée of political
influence likely to ereep into any recommen-
dations the board might moke, T hope the
Premier will tell us whether the boards bave
yet dealt with the cases of any clients. It
mrust not be overlooked that the Government
are placing very great power in the hands of
boards on a matter of the utmost importance,

Doea that mean the
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A large sum of money is involved. Public
funds to the extent of £90,000 or more have
been advaneed and it will depend largely on
the board whether the amounts shall be writ-
ten down, or catirely written off, or whether
agsistance shall be renderad that clients may
continve as in the past or be permitted to
embark npon some other method of farming.
These boards” bave no standing whatever un-
der the Act. This matter should have heen
bronght forward by way of an amendment
to the Act so that the House could have dealt
with it, instead of its being handed over
through the executive of a political organisa-
tion to the eountry branches of that organisa-
tion, The Premier must sece that he is em-
barking upon a policy which is going to lead
to no end of trouble. 1t is opening the door
to political influenee and interference in the
administration of departments, the end of
which no member ean foresee. I know per-
feetly well what would have been sai@ of any
Labour Government who had handed over
such power to the political branches of their
organisation, and rightly so. During the time
Labour were in office, though they never at-
tempted to do anything of this nature, there
was a perfect hail of criticism and condem-
nation of actions not one-thousandth part as
deserving of condemnation as is the action of
the Government in this matter.

Mr. LATHAM: I wish to say a word or
two in defence of the organisation to which
L belong. I hope the Leader of the Opposi-
tion will consider why it was neccssary to ask
the Government to appoint local men to act
on local boards, Tt was not for the purpose
of controlling or in any way taking away the
powers given to the board by statutery au-
thority. '

The Premier: Buch powers could not be
taken away.

Mr. LATHAM: And nothing of the kind
was ever intended. In 1915 the Government,
in their anxiety to assist settlers, advanced
money io everybody who came aleng. The
money was advanced on properties which
eonld not be expected to carry the indebted-
ness consequent on the high prices of chaff
and of seed, and the store aceounts. Thanks
to the high price of wheat, many farmers
have been able to clear themselves, but those
farmers who bave not cleared themselves to-
day never will, and that is the reasom why
these boards were asked for.

Mr. O'Loghlen: How many are there?

Mr. LATHAM: I do not believe any have
been appointed.

Mr, O’Loghlen: But how many farmers are
there who have not cleared themselves and
who never will?

Mr. LATHAM: I am referring to the 144
farmers quoted by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion.

Mr. O'Loghlen: They were men who aban-
doned their farms.

Mr. LATHAM: They abandoned their hold-
ings for this reasor, The LA.B. found it im-
possible to go on financing them. The people
bad put in 10 years on their farms and they
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did not like to get the dirty kick-out even
by the Government. They therefore did the
next best thing; they implored their organisa-
tion to assist them to retain their holdings
on which they had done years of hard work
and from which they had got nothing. The
whole of the money derived from these
farns is paid to the ecredit of the I.A.B.
Many of these people owed z lot of maney
ta merchants when they started, but the mer-
chants were prepared to forego it, and asked
that the State should make some coneession
to the farmers in order that they might have
an opportunity of deing something else than
grow wheat. It was suggested that nomina-
tions should ecome from the primary pro-
ducers’ branches. That is the only erganisa-
tion in existence in these districts.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Could not the loeal in-
spectors nominate members? '

Mr. LATHAM: The best men can be ob-
tained by these means. It was left to the
discretion of the Premier to say whether the
nominations should be accepted or not.

Mr. O'Loghlen: But he does not know the
nominees.

Mr. LATHAM: He can get the informa-
tion.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Who is a reliable man
through whom to obtain that information?

Mr. LATHAM: He could refer the matter
$o the district inspeetor, whe in turn might
ask his gub-inspector to nominate someone.
The trouble is that we cannot get the best
clazs of man to act as inspector under the
ILLAB. We must have a successful farmer
for the job, but the suceessful farmer will not
work for the Government for £1 a day when
he may be making £3 or £4 a day. He is not
a, philanthropist. Unfortunately the man who
has been selected for the job of inspeetor has
often had to learn from the successful farm-
erg in the distriet in which he is operating.

Many of the inspectors have been suc-
cessful farmers, When such a man is
put in charge of a non-paying pro-

position he 13 not able to advise the
farmer how to meet his finaneial difficul-
ties. It was suggested that two of the most
successful farmers in the distriet concerned
should eome forward, not to sit in judgment,
but to offer suggestions whereby the land
could be put to better use and the oecupant
given a better opportunity of obtaining a
living. Some of the clients of the hoard owe
£3,000, on which they have to pay 7 per cent.
interest. It was suggested that the members
of the board should value the assets, improve-
ments and equipment, and see if it were not
possible by writing off the account to enable
these settlers to make a living off their land
on which they had spent some ten years of
their lives. Nearly everyone who has selected
land sinee 1914 has made a suceess of his
farming operations. If a man failed during
the last three or four years, what future has
he before him? A member opposite inter-
jected ‘“Faney these people dealing with an
ex-labourite.”” I am quite willing to place
myself in the hands of a labourite and feel
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sure I would get a fair deal from him. I am
equaily sure that the labourite could count
upon a fair deal from the farmer,

Mr. Chesson: We always do give the farmer
a’ fair deal.

Mr. LATHAM: Not one man in a hundred
would refuse to give a fair deal to another
man. The beard is not there to dietate to
the inspectors or to the Government, It is
there to assist the Government and the man
who has been unfortunate enough to be un-
able to make a living on the land. That is
only reasonable and fair. Statements have
been made that pressure hag been brought to
bear upon the Agrienltural Bank and the offi-
cialg of the LA.B. by members of Parliament.
I object to that statement and hope the Pre-
mier will make an investigation, ascertain if
thig has actually occurred, and find out who
was responsible. Tt is an insult to the people
who represent the farming community that
such statements should be publislied in the
Press.

Mr. Mann: You ean only speak for your-
self,

Mr. LATHAM: Tt is wrong. It a member .

of Parliament finds it necessary to go to ome
of these departments, he does so. Some of
the settlers have waited three or four weeka
for replies to their letters, and the only way
they can get them is for their representative
to have the file turned up and a reply sent.

Hon. P. Collier: Asking for expedition ig
a different thing from endeavouring to in-
fluence the decision of offieials.

Mr. LATHAM: I hope the Premier will
make an investigation into these charges, and
let members know the result of it. I doubt
if any member is more often at the Agrienl-
turn]l Bank than I am, but I go there only to
assist those who are less fortunate than my-
self. T object to the suggestion that I or
any other member would try to influence the
board. BSo far as I know, this has not oc-
curred.

Hon. P. Collier: But the statement has
bheen made in the Press.

Mr. LATHAM: Half the time the Press
is in dreamland, and says thege things in order
to fill u» space. I hope the Leader of the
Opposition will be more kindly disposed
towards these farmers who are out to do the
State a good turn, and not an injury to any-
one whe does not helong to their political
faith.

Progress reported.

BILL—ATTORNEY GENERAL
(VACANCY IN OFFICE).

Returned from the Couneil without amend-
ment.

BIT.L—MARRTED WOMEN’S
PROTECTION.

Returned from the Council with an amend-
ment,

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL —THE PERPETUAL TRUSTEES
EXECUTORS AND AGENCY <CO.
(W.A.) LIMITED (PRIVATE),

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 25th Qctober.

Hon, M. F. TROY (Mt Magnet) [9.55]:
1 oppose the Bill in the interests of the
publiec good. There has been no demand for
the measure, and the interests of the publie
have never been consulted. The Bill serves
no good purpose except to confer upon the
people comprising the company the privilege
of exploiting money, which is entrusted to
them, for the purpose of personal profit. I
have often pointed out the ntter absence of
publie gpirit in our leading ecitizens. Their
view of the State js that State activities
must be considered from the point of view
of their own welfare and advancement, and
that their duty to the State means getting
as much out of it as they can for their own
personal gain. During the war I read an
artiele in whick the Germans were derided
beeause of their system of cdueation. This
system put the State before the people and
insisted that the iodividual must think of
the State as well as himself, Under our
system the individual is placed before the
State. He thinks he must utilise the State
as far as he can to his own advantage.
‘Whilst I think it is desirable to encourage
every ugeful enterprise, I hold that all such
enterprises should be subordinated to the
welfare of the State and the geoeral com-
munity. That is the only way to cultivate
an honest patriotism. If the people were
consulted in regard to this Bill I feel sure
that they would prefer that such operations
should be econdueted by the Goveromeat,
and that any profits to be derived from the
administration of the trust funds concerned
should go into Consgolidated Revenue, If
ever there was a time in the history of the
State when the minda of our public men
should be bent upon relievieg the people of
their burdens, and at the same time increas-
ing the revenue by opening up other
channels for the State Treasury, it is now,
Our deficit is nearly £6,000,000, The wmonth
just coneluded has resulted in a heavy loss,
and the State badly reguires money with
which to extend its operations to assist the
settler, and all people who are carrying on
the various industries in our midst. Money
is also required to pay the interest bill on
the moneys due, If the private member
who fathers this Bill had any regard for the
interests of the State, he would not have
brought it forward. I hope the Treasurer
and Ministers generally will not give their
support to the formation and encouragement
of an institution, whoge object is to perform
work which is plainly the perquisite and
funection of the State. The advantage which
the State could secure by doing the work
outlined in this Bill would be considerable.
Tn Great Britain the Public Trusteeship is
a funetion and perquisite of the State.
Milliona of pounds are invested and utilised
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by the State, on behalf of those whose
money is entrnsted to the Public Trustee,
and the State reaps a large amount of
revenuc in consequence. In New Zealand
and all the States of Australia except Vie-
toria and Western Australia, the functions
provided in this Bill are functions of the
State.

Mr. Mann: They have private companies
as well.

Hon. M. F. TROY: In New Zealand there
is the Public Trustee Act under which the
State has control of these funds, which are
held under the administration of the Col-
onial Treasurer by the Public Trustee. In
1917 the amount held in trust funds was
£8,058,886; but, as showing the confidence
of the New Zealand people in the Public
Trustee, that amount inereagsed in 1921 to
£13,918,906, an advance of £5,000,000 in four
years, This report of the operations of the
Publi¢c Trustee in New Zealand is instrue-
tive. The total value of the assets under
his control on the 31st March, 1921, exceeded
22 millions stesling. Hon. members will
realise what that figure means when the
Treasarer of New Zcaland has such an
amount to expend in the development of his
State. The report further says that the
rate of inturest allowed on amounts held in
the common fund on, behalf of the
beneficiaries in the State was inereased in
1921, the additional sum required under this
heading being over £40,000. The ecash bal-
ance at the credit of the fund now amounts
to some 22 millions, an inerease of two
millions on the amount held on the 31st
March, 1921. For the past four years the
amounts at eredit have been:—1918, nine
millions; 1919, ten millions; 1920, eleven
millicns; and 1921, thirteen millions—I am
giving the figures to the mearest million.
The total of assets, realised and unrealised,
under the control of the Public Trustee on
the 31st Mareh, 1921, was £22 364,319, being
an increase of 134 millions over the pre-
ceding year. This vast sum is being utilised
by the New Zealand Treasurer for the pur-
pose of d:velopment of the land and the
industries of tke Dominion. The New Zea-
land Treasurer has in his hands that large
sum of money, which he is enabled to loan
out to municipal councils, road boards, and
local governing bodies, to invest for the
purchase of Jands, and for the establishment
of all those factors which encourage indus-
tries.

Mr. Mann: These companies do the same,

Hon, M. F. TROY: Their purpose is profit,
which goes to the sharecholders. In New
Zealand, however, the money is lent out in
the following manner:—Borough couneils and
town boards £376,221, county councils and
road boards £176,850, bharbour boards
£240.500, hospital and charitable aid boards
£38,400, electric power boards £147,750, mak-
ing a total of £979,721. Further I find from
the report that—

Advances have also been made in certain
cases to beneficiaries against their estates.
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These advances are made without interest,
to enable the beneficiaries to pay off debts.
Apgain, advances have been made for the pur-
chase of land@ under the soldier settlement
scheme. T will ask the member for Perth to
note that the rate of interest charged to com-
mon borrowers from the fund was 5% per
¢ent. Do the local trustee company here
tend money at that low rate of interest?

Mr. Mann: Yes, They lent money to the
Subiaco Council at very litle more than that.

Hen. AL F. TROY: In 1912 the total value
of estates in the Publiec Trustee’s office was
£0,493,959, and in 1919 it was £19,242347,
and in 1921 £22,364 319, I find that the total
profits which have been paid into the ('on-
solidated Revenue of New Zealand by the
Public Trustec over the term of years from
1012 to 1921 amounted to no less o sum than
£147,865. That is the record of the Publie
Trusteeship of New Zenland. Here in West-
ern Australia, where the people, as we are
told by the Country Party, are tazed beyond
endurance, here in Western Australia, where
our revenue shows a loss menth by month,
where every year we have increasing deficits,
the Government propose to nllow, by this
measure, the handing over to a private com-
jany of the means by whieh they can secure
large sums for the development of our lands,
our railways, our mines, and our other indus-
trics. They propose to allow the control of
that money to be handed over to a private
body whose only business will be' to make
a profit to go into the pockets of the share-
holders, The business will be a feature of the
share market, on which men will gamble; and
the State Treasury, which wants the money,
will go begging for loans in the foreign mar-
ket, and paying 6 per cent. for them. I ask
the members of the Country Party, who tell
us they are interested in the development of
Western Australia, who are always urging
grants of money for roads and railways and
land development, are they not aware that one
of the great sources of developwent is the
State Savings Bank, where the people’s money
is investedy Are they not aware that for
years the Agrienltural Bank was financed by
the State Savings Bank? Up to the time of
the war a farmer conld get an advance from
the Agricultural Bank at § per cent., becauge
of the fact that money was lent to the S8avings
Bank by our people at 3 per cent. In New
Zealand, when the banks were charging 8 per
cent,, the Public Trustee wans able to loan
moncy at 5 per cent. ,and this during the
worst time of the history of New Zealand;
and from the millions lent at that rate a
profit was reaped every year. The Western
Australian Governmient have to go to the
money warkets in London and elsewhers in
order to raise funds at high rates of interest,
and yet they are banding over this oppor-
tunity to a few sharehelders in the city, whose
only object is to make a profit out of the
people of this country. Let me again turn
te the Country Party, whose support I think
we ought to get in defeating the Bill. The
Country Party, we are iold, stand, not for
the middleman, but for the producer in the
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country, 8o they profess. Let us see. On
this Bill file there are numerous Bills affect-
ing the settler. All these menasures provide
tor licenses, fees, and commitments. The
Agricultural Sceds Bill provides license fecs,
which mean dearer seed to the farmer, The
Dairy Industry Bill provides licenses and fur-
ther imposts on the 1armer. The Dairy Catile
Improvement Bill means further imposts. By
the Hospitals Bill, which 2 member of the
Country Party introduced last night, further
taxation will be placed on the shoulders of the
people who want money badly. All thesz
measures are supported by a party who claim
to stand for the producers, and yet here is a
Bill which means handing over a source of
revenue to private interests, and I suppose
members of the Country Party will support
the measure. In Queensland, I find, the fune-
tion of the Public Trustee is performed by
the Public Curator under the Public Curator
Act of 1915. Queensland has for investment
in thig conncetion trust funds to the value of
£1,444,858, and has accnmulated profits since
1919 of £8,453. Tn New South Wales there is
the Public Trustee Act of 1913, and the State
has for investmnent trust funds to the valus
of £2,180,090. In Tasmania the function of
Tublic Trustee i3 administered under the Pub-
lic Trustee Act of 1920. From the reports
I find that one of the benefits derived from
the office of a Public Trustee is that one ean
go into such an officc and have one’s will
drawn up free of charge, provided the bus-
iness is to be given to the Public Trustee.
Will a trustee company in Western Australia
drawn up one’s will for nothing? No; they
will echarge for that work very promptly. We
necasionally read in the Press the rcports of
annual meetings of the trustee company op-
erating in this State. They operate in the
very business for whieh this Bill seeks the
formation of another eompany. Another trus-
tec company is being formed in this little
Btate! Why? Because the business i3 very
profitable.

Mr. McCallum: The oxisting company ad-
mit there is room for another company.

Hon. M. F. TROY: We know that the
shares of the existing company are quoted at
z high premiom. We know that the dividends
paid by the company are good. And here
is a bankrupt Colonial Treasurer, who laments
the fact that Parliament will not give him
this revenue and that revenie, who lamants
that he cannot get a few more shillings by
way of income tax particularly, coming down

to support this Bill He laments that
he cannot get a few more pounds
by way of fees and Ticenses, and

yet he allows this opportunity to pass in-
to the hands of a private company. The Pre-
mier may be in favour of the Bill or he may
be opposed to it. Probably he is not in favour
of it, but if he is, I shall be astounded. I can-
not understand any man having the interests
of Western Australia at heart supporting a
Bill of this character, which gives into the
hands of a company, whose objeet will be 1o
make profits, the control of large sams of
trust moneys which could be utilised for the
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development of the State at a low cost to
the people borrowing it. It is all the more
in favour of the State, when we realise that
the Government alrealy have a Curator of
Intestate Estates, a man whose duty it is lo
carry out work of this nature. The Govern-
ment have all the machinery at hand to carry
cut this work and yet they are content lo
lose thiz opportunity to engage in a profit-
able business. Where do the members of
the Country Party stand in this matter? [s
it o fact that certain memhers of their or-
ganisation hold prominent positions in con-
neetion with thia company? Will their at-
titude be opposcd to the beat interests of the
State? It is alleged that one or two of the
prominent members of their executive are, or
are to be, directors of the company.

Mr. Pickering: You are only inferring
that.

Hon. M. F. TROY: T said it was al-
leged in the zity, that ccrtain members of the
cxecutive of the Primary Produvccrs’ Associa-
tion are influential members of this parti-
cular company. [ do not think that the
Country Party members hefe will be serving
the best interests ot the people if they support
the Bill, which places in the hunds of a few
private individuals large sums ot trust funds
which conld be wsed for the development of
our lands, our railways and our industries, L
hope that what ie alleged is not true and
that the members of the Country Party will
support the Bill. The member who introduced
the Bill has his own views and no doubt he
will say that the Bill will not prevent the
Government from entering inte the business.

AMr. Mann: Of course.

Hon. M. T. TROY: That is the point.

Mr. Mann: Or any other company.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Government ean-
not cnter into this business, unless they pass
an Act of Parliament. Immediately the Gov-
ernment did so, or attempted to appoint =z
public trustee, they would be up against not
one, but two powerful interests, the later
company, having, T fear, a political pull.

Mr. Pickering: I deny that imputation,

Hon, M. F, TROY: I wilhdraw the im-
putation. I do not think there will be any-
thing like the Lake Clifton railway affair
again here,

The Minister for Works interjected.

Hon. M. F. TROY: You asked for that
and you got it.

Hon. P. Collier: You cannot say anything
unfair about that railway proposition.

Hon, M, F, TROY: Of course not. Tm-
mediately the Government suggested the ap-
pointment of a public trustee, and brought
forward the necessary legislation, they would
be met with the contention that the work was
already being dome well by two companies,
and that there was no need for the Govern-
ment to enter into competition with them.

Mr. Davies: Does not the same thing ap-
plx if there is onlv one company?

Hon. M. T. TROY: Quite so, but the for-
mation of the second compaay will aceentu-
ate the position. The pgreater the vested in-
terésts created, and the more widespread we
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permit their operafions, the greater will be
the opposition through members in this Cham-
ber and in another place to Government inter-
ference with private enterprise. They would
sny there was no nccessity for the Govern-
ment to enter into it as the two companies
were carrying on the work well

The Minister for Works: Las not the work
been doue well in the past?

Hon, M. F, TROY: I do uot say they have
rot done the work well. The banking instite-
tions Qdid their work well here, but that did not
prevenrt the establishment of the Common-
wealth Bank.

Mr. Lambert:
work?

Hon, M. F. TROY: The insurance com-
panies gperated well, bot that did not pre-
vent the Governments of Queensland and New
Zealand starting that business as well. While
the banks have done remarkakly well, the
Comonwealth Bank has done better, and
has put millions into the pockets of the peo-

le.

? The Minister for Works:
agree with you there,

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Minister should
know that the Federal Treasurer would have
had a defieit this year but for rhke fact that he
drew £4,000,000 from the profits of the Com-
monwealth banking business. Do I under-
stand that the Government of Western Aus-
tralia are so lost to a sense of their respon-
sibilities that they can afford to lose the op-
portunity to inerease the funds at the dis-
posal of the Treasury? If the Government
of New Zealand think that a profit of £447,-
000 io a good thing, should the Government
of Western Australia turn down an oppor-
tunity of deriving profits from this business
€0 as to enable them to carry on the adminis-
tration of the State more effectively?

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, because they can tax
the wage ecarner to the extent of 1d. in the
pound!

Hon, M. F. TROY : Yes, the Hospitals Dill
tax. We are told that nearly 60,000 people
are not paying income tax. If that is so, bear-
ing in mind that the exemption is £100, it
means that 60,000 people are not able to earn
a crust.

Hon. P. Collier:
100,0009

The Minister for Works: I think the
people are doing that here all right.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Government ure
looking round for varions sources of re-
venue and almost every Bill introduced
means the imposition of more taxa-
tion on the people, and particularly on
the constituents of the members of the
Country Party. Despite that, here we have
the spectacle of a private company secking
to make profits out of a business in which
the Government could very well engage.

The Minister for Works: What about the
profits on the sawmills?

Hon. M. F. TROY : The Labour Party
made it possible for profits to be derived
from the State Sawmills. If they were in

And what about insurancee

I do not quite

Was the number not
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power now the Bill under discussion would
never find a place on the statute-book.

The Minister for Works; At any rate, we
are getting the profits en the mills because
I was strong enough to fight the opposition.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I appeal to the mem-
ber for Perth (Mr. Manu) who has fathered
the Bill. We are told that he is a very
patriotic gentleman, whose sole aim and
object is to secure the advancement of the
State. I belleve he has been deceived re-
garding the Bill, as he was in connection
with the Perth Markets Bill; I do not think
he knows enongh about it. Does the mem-
ber for Perth not know that the country
stands badly in need of these trust funds,
so that the settlers who want their lands
developed, who want water supplies and
railways, and who want their land ¢leared
in order that it can be utilised, may have
their requirements satisfied? Those people
are suflering because the neccssary capital
cannot be made available to them, Does he
not know that the Government could take
over this business and that a Govermment
security is better than private securities?
Does he not know that the appointment of
a publie trustee would give the people
greater coufidence when handing over their
affairs to the control of that State officiald
Should not the Government have the ad-
vantage of the use of these trust funds, so
that they could be loancd to settlera at a
cheap rate of interest, and so aid in the
development of the country? Does the hon.
member think he is serving a public duty
in introducing such a Bill¥

Mr. Lambert; But be bas not pretended to
do that.

Hon, M. F. TROY: Decs the member for
Perth realise that the passing of the Bill
will mean that large snms of money will be
handed over to this company?

Mr. Mann: You desire to make it a
moneopoly in the hands of one company.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I like that! I desire
that the State should have the monopoly,

Mr. Mann: You had your opportunity
when Labour was in power,

Mr. Lutey: Would you sapport such a Bill
now?f

Hon. M. P. TROY: The member for Perth
will disclose his attitude next week, when
we will see him trying to destroy, by his
vote, some of the institutions set up by
Labour and which he is pledged to destroy.
Yet he asks now, will we do this or why
did we not do that? At the earliest oppor-
tunity he will seek to destroy that which
we did. However, I have pointed out what
hig duty is. The State requires money.
Here is an opportunity to get it. A
public trusteeship could easily be estab-
lished; the machinery is already available,
The State could engage in a profitable busi-
ness enabling it to assist greatly in the
development of the country. I ask the mem-
ber for Perth, in the intereats of the publie,
to withdraw the Bill. If he were to intro-
duce a Bill to give the Government power to
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enter into this busingss, he could rely upon
getting the unanimous support of members
on the Opposition side of the House. I am
surprised at the time of the House being
taken up with such a Bill, seeing that it
confers privileges upon certain individuals
and is opposed to the interests of the State.

Hoa. P. Collier: The Bil! was introduced
in another place in the hope of getting it
through quickly.

Hon. M. F. TROY: That is so. I kboow
the people who engincered this business are
anxious to get it through.

Hon. P. Collier: Faney a private Bill
taking precedence over Government Bills on
a Government business day!

Hon. M. F. TROY: In Australia lately
more concessions have been given to com-
panies and more opportunities have been
provided for exploitation by individuals
than was ever done before. Prior fo
the war public opinion was tending
towards a recognition that the State should
undertake the work of a trustec company,
but in the turmoil of war and its aftermath
people have not got back to that frame of
mind. The fact to-day is that big business
is ruling the Commonwealth, and little by
little all demecratic legislation is being
wiped out, and democratic institutions are
being handicapped. This is merely in
accordance with the spirit of the times. Our
duty here is to see that we do not give
certain people an opportunity to further ex-
ploit avenues which properly should be
available to the Treasurer. We should see
that the people of Western Australia
benefit by work of this nature being under-
taken by the State. For these reasons T
oppose the second reading of the Bill,

On metion by Mr. Lambert, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.30 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

[COUNCIL.]

URGENCY MOTION—STOCE DEPART-
MENT REGULATIONS.

The PRESIDENT: I have reccived notice
from Mr. Holmes that he wishes to move the
adjournment of the House on a mattor ot
urgency. The hon. member writes—

In speaking in the House at the Iast
sitting I made reference to the Stock De-
partment, and the Minister for Education,
in replying, stated that he had sinec spoken
to the Chief Ingpector of Stock and that
what I had stated was not correct. I have
since interviewed the Chief Inspector, who
informed me that he had told onegMinister
that I ought to have my head read. It is
under these circumstances that L wish to
bring the matter before the Ilouse and
make a personal explanation,

Under Standing Order 58, four members will
bave to indicate their support before MMr.
Holmes may proceed.

Four members having risen,

The PRESIDENT: The hou. member may
proceed.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh—Tast) [4.34]: Before the
hon, member speaks, may I be permitted to
say that the statement I made to the House
last night was that T had been informed by
the Chief Inspeector of Stock through the
Minigter for Agriculture, I did not say that
I had spoken to the Chief Inspector.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [435]:
Since handing in that notice, Sir, I have seen
the Leader of the House, who informed me
that it was not he who spoke to the Chief
Inspector of Stoek, but the Minister for Agri-
culture. The reason I desire to ventilate this
matter is that for some time past we have
been endeavouring to comvinece the CGovern-
ment that the country is heing run by the
heads of departments, and that inspectors
are harassing and annoying the public. Yes-
terday, when alluding to the Stoek Depart-
ment, I referred to what had been done on
the lower Murehison. It is ridieulous to issue
a regulation insisting on sheep being dipped
for tick in a loeality where tick has never
been known to exist. In reply to that the
Minister told the House that he had con-
sulted the Minister of Agriculture, who in
turn had spoken to the Chief Inspector of
Stock, and that the Chief Inspector had
stated that what T told the House was wrong;
the regulation applied to Geraldton, south to
Mingenew and only 30 miles from the cosst.
The MTinister on that occasion used more gen-
erons terms than he usually employs, and
added——for the first time in his life I think
—that I would not accnse anybody wrongly,
for which I thank him, This morning, in
order that the villain might still pursue the
facts, I called on the Chief Inspector of
Stock and asked to see the regulation referred
to. He asked me what I wanted it for. I
said I wanted to see the areas which had been
defined, and continued, “You told the Min-



