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tion of the tubes from the protruding ends
in the fire box. This little mistake on the
part of the inspector also cost lis £70. The
same inspector has recently inspected a
boiler for the group settlement scheme and
passed it for a high working pressure.
Inspector Stone inspected the boiler later
when it came into his territory and refused
to grant a certificate for the pressure
allowed, and the result is chaos. Some 12
months or so ago we had a boiler inspected
at Fremantle and passed for a certain
working pressure. This boiler was later
sent to Hlarvey, where it was found that
the front portion of the boiler was practi-
cally worn out, and immedliately a hammer
was applied to a weak part it went straight
through. This littlo mistake on the part of
the inspector cost us £,12, our profit on the
sale of the boiler. In view of these ex-
periences, is it any wonder that the public,
or as a matter of fact, users of boilers, are
antagonistic to the Inspection of Machin-
ery Department, leaving out altogether the
,autocratic and bombastic manner in which
the Chief Inspector carries out his duties?
In the interests of steami power users we
trust that you will make reference to some
of these matters when the Bill is being con-
sidered in the House.

'That is about the strongest letter I have seen
dealing with tlhe Inspection of Machinery
Department. I have here also, dated 25th
August, a protest from the Eastern Goldields
Federated Engine Drivers' and Firemen 's
Association, which embraces practically all
the firemen on the Eastern Coldfields and a
majority of the higher grade engine-drivers;
also one front the Kalgoorlie Certificated En-
gine Drivers' Union. This is what the union
says-

The PRESIDENT: Do you think it neces-
sary to read the whole of iti

Ron. E. H. HARRIS: I will rend only a
brief extract, as follows:-

The union taken the Strongest possible
exception to the heavy charges made for
certificates, and earnestly hopes that no de-
lay will take place in the ventilation of the
grievance.

Originally there were only four grades.
These have now been extended to eight, and
the fees on application and issue of the cer-
tificates have in several instances been in-
creased 50 per cent. To this the men take
strong exception, as also to the fee on appli-
cation anti the fee on issue of certificates to
fiemen. I believe the whole of the reduc-
tions made by the denartment under the
altered regulation do Dot cover more than
about f250. When last we were discussing
this, the Leader of the House, in defence of
the department, pointed out that they
wanted an increase of 40 per cent. I
showed by say figures that the increase
amounted to 90 per cent. The concessions
ranted are all to the larger type of
machinery, of which there is a mini-
mum number, and the amount of money
involved is very small. I claim that the

charges are excessive, and that the depart-
ment has not given the consideration due to
the protests made in the House. I hope the
regulations will be disallowed.

On motion by the Minister for Education,
debate adjourned.

Homse adjourned at 9-24 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

RESIGNATION-Mr. 3. J. SIMONS.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-

lowing communication:-
The Hon. the Speaker, Legislative As-

sembly, Perth.-Sir, Herewith I desire to
tender my resignation as member for East
Perth in the Legislative Assembly. Yours
faithfully, J. J1. Simons.

[t will be necessary for the Premier to move
a motion declaring the seat vacant.

The PiREMIER: I move-

That the seat be declared vacant.

Question put and passed.

QUESTION-INDUSTRtIAL
ENGINEERS.

AWARD,

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Works:
1, Are the Government among the respondents
to and bound by the award made by the
Commonwealth Court of Arbitration on the
application of the Amalgamated Society t
Engineers, dated 26th June, 19229 2, Have
the Government applied the terms of Lhe
award to their employees affected? 3, If nit,
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do the Government intend to do so, and fail-
ing such intention w~hat are the reasons for
not doing so?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, The State contends that the Federal Court
has no jurisdiction over State activities, and
an appeal on this point to the Privy Council
by this and other States is now pending. 2
and 3, Answered by No. 1.

SELECT COMMITTE-CARL LESOHEN
CASE.

To $1' vacancy.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [4.49): In view,
of the resignation of the member for East
Perth, a vacancy has occurred on the select
comm'ittee appointed to inquire into the ease
of Carl Lesehen. If I am in order, I move

That the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe
(Mr. Lutey) be appointed to fill the vacancy.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member is in
order.

Question put and passed.

BILL-AGRICULTURAL 1BANK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Premier and read a first
time.

BILL-WESTERN AUSTLRALIAN B3ANI(
ACT AMENDMENT (PRIVATE.)

Introduced by Hon. T. Walker and read a
first time.

Select Committee appointed.
On motion by Hon. T. Walker, Bill referred

to a select committee consisting of Messrs.
Angwin, Durark, Stubbs, Wilicock and the
mover; with power to call for persons an-
papers, and to sit ou days over which the
House stands adjourned; to report on Tues-
day, the 7th November.

BILL-CLOSER SETTLEMENT.
Bead a third time and transmitted to the

Council.

BILL-LIGHT AND AIR ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIM:ATES, 1922.23.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 26th October; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair.

Department of Lands and Repatriation
(Hon. Sir James Mitchell), Minister.

Vote-Agricultural Bank, Industries Assist-
aonce Board, Soldiers' Land Settlement:

The CHAIRMAN: The next department to
be dealt with in the Estimates is that of
the Colonial Treasurer. I would draw, the
attention of lion. members, however, to the
fact that Division No. 17, which is immedi-
ately before the Conmnittee, deals with the
Agricultural Bank, L.A.B., and Soldiers' Land
Settlement. No vote is provided for that
division, threfore bon. members cannot deal
with items in the Estimates of thoem depart-
mewnts. It is my intention to intimate later on
that if any member desires to refer to mat-
ters dealt with in this division hie can do so
on the general discussion on the vote for
the Colonial Treasurer's Department, if that
course be acceptable to hon. members.

Hon P. COLLIER: I must raise an ob-
jtection to this method of procedure. I recog-
niso that the ruling of the Chairman of Coin-
iniittees conforms, strictly speaking, to the
Standing Orders, but I object to the Commit-
tee being deprived of the opportunity to dis-
cuss items connected with the Agricultural
Bank, the L.A.B., and Soldiers' Land Settle-
rgent iu the usual wvay. The work performed
by the Agricultural Bank and the I.A.
constitutes the most important in the whole
of the admnidstrative offices of the State.
This question arose sonic years ago when the
Estimates w~ere prepared so that no vote was
disclosed. That means we are deprived of an
opp~ortuuity to discuss these branches of the
Government service. Speaking from memory,
a promise w~as given by the Treasurer of
the dlay, Mr. Gardinmer, that 'this method
would not be adopted in presenting Estimates
in future. If only a vote of £1 or any small
suin were provided, that would enable a dis-
cussion to take place in the ordinary wvay.
When the question cropped upl on the ocea-
sion I refer to, it was agreed in Committee
that the discussion on these departments could
proceed in the usual way just as if there were
a vote provided. It would be preferable to
follow that course this year. While it is true
that the procedure proposed by the Chairman
would allow members to have a full discussion
when dealing with the Treasurer's Estimates,
still, that prevents us from dealing with items
as set out in these Estimtes. It is wrong
and foreign to the whole principle of discuss-
ing such Estimates if departments like these
can have their Estimates presented with no
vote, thus depriving nmembers of an oppor-
tunity to discuss them,,. I ask that we shall
have amn opportunity to discuss the depart-
nients in the usual way. If not. I shall be
compelled to ask that the E~timates be with-
drawn and presented in somec oilier form.

The Premier: They cannot be presented in
any other form.

lion. P. COLLIER: Tt has always been
dlone in the past.

The PREMIER: I do not think so.
lion. P. COLLIER: The Premier knows

that there has been a general discussion every
year. The Estimmtcs have not always been
pr~esented in this form. There has. been a
vote provided in past years and it would be
easy to do so again.
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The Premier: I dIo not know why there
should not be a general discussion.

Honl. P. COLLIER: I cannot see why we
should not have it either.

The CHAIRMAN: The trouble is that thle
Chairman cannot accept any amendment re-
lating to any of the items, bemause there is
no vote.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The vosition is wrong
and absolutely absurd if we cannot move an
amendment in connection wvith these items.

The CHAIRMAN: You cannot do so in
the way the Estimates are presented.

Holt. P. COLLI ER: I am aware of that.
I ani not saying that your ruling, Mr. Chair-
'nan, is wrong, but the Estimates should ho
presented wit), a vote. Surely we should have
an oprortuiity of discussing the matter anll
dealing with the items if necessary. I an, dis-
posed to move in the direction of postponing
consideration of the Estimates.

The Prem~ier: I have no objection to the
vote being discussed.

Honl. P. COLLIER: Tile Premier will tec
that we should be allowed to discuss these de-
partasents in the same way as wve do other
departments.

The Premier: I have not the slightest ob-
jectioni to that course.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But the CIhairman says
Aye cannot move any amendments.

The CHAIRMAN: There is nothing to re-
duce, bec ause the House is not asked to vote
any money.

The PREMI.ER: The Estinmates have been
presented in this way for some years. In this
coas, the profits of the Agricultural Bank Prc
used in accordance with the law pnssed by
this House to cover working expenses, anti
there is no charge against Consolidated Rev-
enue because neither thle debts nor tile profits
<oil into general revenue.

Hlas. P. Collier: Losses made in cone-
tion with the I.A.B. are debited somewhere.

The PREMIER: Hon. members will have
an opportunity of discussing that aspect and
they wlli have an opportunity of discussing
the whole question on the vote for the Lands
Department and the Bank, which is really one
vote. Shall u'e not be in a position to dis-
cuss the division?

The CHAIRMAN: I will allow a discus-
sion, hut I cannot accept any amendment.

The PREMIER: If our Standing Orders
will not permit items to be dealt with, then
the Standing Orders should he amended, be-
cause the method adopted in connection wi~th
these Estimates is the proper one, in accor-
dance with the law of the land.

Holl. W. C. Angwin: It is not in accor-
dance with the lawv of the land.

The PREMIER: Of course it is.
Honl. W. C. Angwin ± You cannot spend

6d. unless it is appropriated by Parliament.
and no money is appropriated by Parliament
in connection with this vote.

Hon. P. Collier: We are ,,ot appropriating
anything; therefore, there is no sum that
we can seek to have amended.

The PREMIER: I have not the slightest
objection to a discussion on evety item in eon-

section with this department, just as with
other items in connection with the Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: On the understanding
that any amendment which may be moved
will be ruled out of order.

The P.RE'MIER: The Standing Orders
ought to be ruled out of order.

Henl. WV. C. ANOWIN: As the Estimates
have bee,, submitted to the House for several
years past, this has been, the only vote under
the Industries Assistance Act. But we really
have no vote at all for the purpose of that.
Act.

Tim Premier: It is all included.
Hot. WV. C. ANOWIN: No; the money is

expended without being voted.
Mr. Pickering: Then where does it come

fronm?
Haot. W. C. ANOWIN: Aek me some-

thing easier. The Act says, "'All advances&
under this Act shall be made out of such
moneys as Parliament may appropriate to the
purposes of this Act."' When the present
Minister for Mines "ias Treasuvr an amount
was provided in the Land Act, but fromt that
tinme there has not been another vote for the
purpose of the Act.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [L5j : I 11ay be permitted to
quote a few figures relating to the work of
thle Industries Assistance Board. Since thes
Act was passed, the advances to settlers have
amounted to E6,101,000. Tbe total amount
of bad debts already written off is £48,946.
Thle crop proceeds last year totalled £837,00
aind the amount outstanding on the 31st April
]inst "-as £1I,460,000. What I wish to point out
to members particularly is that thle proceeda
received since the board Ival inauguratod
have totalled £5,822,000. Without the Indus-
tries Assistance Board a great deal of this
wealth would niever have been created.

ll. WV. C. AngAin: That is only sup-
position.

The PREMIER: It is a tremendous sum
when we bear in mind that the i>~ople who are
responsible for it were almost down and oat
a few years ago. Apart from all this no fewer
that 1,149 men ]lave had their clearances from
the board. That is a wonderful achievement.
Even if the loss out of the advances be a
quarter of a million, it is not a considerable
sun. When the board was started it was
quite a new thinig, and the conditions under
which is was worked were not understood by
anlybody in this Stlate, or indeed anywhere
else. The men who wvere assisted have in
many eases made good, and this lesson has
been taught, that where men had good land
they were able to retrieve their positions. Of
course the man who is on poor land will have
an uphill fight at any time. A lot of clients
ruerely had their rents advanced in the first
year of the board's existence. The institution
is flo'w well established and Well eontrolled,
and uinder the system which exists the ad-
vainces which are made are fairly well pro-
tected. The wonder is that so nmy farmers
who were in "hat seemed to be a hopels
position have been able to mwka good. Nat-
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urally, there are some who will never make
good, but 1,149 made good and there are
some who are -till on the hoard and who
eqn boast of credit balance. The area cropped
this year is 615,000 acres. With [ho
price of wheat as it is there should be a con-
siderable sum paid into the board during the
current year.

Hon. M. P. Troy: What is the price of
wheat as it is-?

The PREMIER: The lion, member knows
as n~ell as I do. They were offering 4s. 7d. in
Wagin the other day. What it is likely to
be I would very much like to know.

Mr. Willeock: We expect 1s. uip our way;
it is good wheat.

The PREMIER: We have heard a good
deal about outside creditors. When, the board
was established the outside creditors were
told they would have to wait for their
money. We know that a moratorium was
passed, but it no longer protects the debtor
if he has assets and will not pay. We some-
times get complaints about men who spend
their money foolishly and leave outside
creditors lamenting. Unless the man who
does that can show very good cause for
doing so the board will not treat him with
much consideration.

Afi. Willeock: The wife of one of these
men bought a motor ear the other dlay for
£375.

Hon. P. Collier: Perhaps she did that out
of eggs.

The PREMIlER: I know neither the man,
the wife, nor the motor car.

Mr. Willeock: I know all three, and also
the mlan to whom money is owing, and that
makes four.

The PREMIER: Out of a total of
£678,000 which was owing, there is now
owing £322,000. I have already said that
£6,000,000 has been advanced, but in the
last six years the business people have
enjoyed the result of the expenditure of
£5,000,000 in a cash trade with the farmers.
If to-day thle system !in vogue in 1915 were
still in operation the outstanding amounts
would he considerably more than £322,000.
There has been paid to outside creditors on
behalf of the farmers under the board a
sum of £355,000. My desire has been merely
to point out some of the good work which
has been done by this board, Of course
there will be somec losses, but the gain to
the community is very considerable. Quite
apart from that, £1,011,000 has been paid
to the Government, including land rents
£394,493, and Agricultural Bank interest
£421,226. Therefore, the board have not
done badly even though there have been
Rome losses. The activities of the Agricul-
tural Bank have meant a great deal to this
state.

Mr. Harrison: It has kept the wheels of
industry moving in all walks of life.

The PREMIER: Yes, and its activities
to-day are greater than ever before. We
have autborised more clearing in the Wheat
Belt. Now that the value of the Wheat

Belt is established it is our dutty to clear
every acre of good land that we have. We
have been advancing at the rate of about
£17,500 per week for clearing during the
last fourteen weeks. If we can only carry
out the necessary fencing on the farms in
the 'Wheat Belt which are not now fenced
for sheep, we shall be able to carry at lenst
another million sheep. When fencing be-
comes cheaper, we shall do our best to add
a million sheep to the flocks of the State,
arid probably two million.

Mr. Harrison: The quicker you do it, the
better.

The PRE-MIER: No doubt the hion. mem-
ber would say that we should do it to-day,
but he must remenmber that it will take an
enmormnous amount of money to do all that is
required to be done.

Mtr. Harrison: How long will the present
price of wool be m~aintained?

The PREMIER: I do not know what the
future has in store for either wool or wheat.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You hope it con-
tinues high.

The PREMIER: Yes, with all my heart.
I hope we shall be able to send away ever-
increasing quantities of high-priced n-heat
and high-priced wool. It is very fortunate
that our wool and wheat are bringing such
good prices, especially when we recollect
that the timber trade has slumped tremend-
ously and the got! production has fallen off.
We have decentralised the work of the Agri-
cultural Bank and I believe it will be simpli-
fied and will be done much more satis-
factorily not only to the Government but to
the settlers. It is almost impossible to run
15 000 accounts through nne office or to
undertake the collection of all the repay-
ments of interest and principal, and
so we have opened branches at Nor-
tham, Kellerberrin, Bruce Rock, Geraldton,
Kattanning, Narrogin, and Sunbury.' I am
glad that I have had this opportunity to
explain the case of the Industries Assist-
min Board. A select committee is sitting,
with the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Angwin) at the helm, and we
can depend upon getting some very useful
information when the report is presented.
I am glad that this inquiry is being held.
It will do good, and we can be sure that niv
select committee with which the hon.
member is associated will do the work
thoroughly.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This is the worst job
I have ever had,

Mr. WILLCOCX (Geraldton) [5.201: It
would have been better to postpone these Es-
timates or hurry on the report of the select
committee so thiat we could have had more
information before us. I realise, that, with
the member for North-East Fremantle at the
helm of the select committee, we shall get
whatever information can possibly be gath-
ered with the limited resources at the corn-
mittee's disposal. I would like to ascertain
the position of the storekeepers when the ex-
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isting moratorium has been lifted. WVill the
Statute of Limitations then apply?

The Premier: We altered the Act to pro-
vide against that.

Mr. WffLCOCK: That applies to people
with sufficient assets to pay their liabilities.
We are hopeful that sonme day the L.A.B.
will go out of existence.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is not much
chance of that.
- Mr. WILLCOCK: Every time a Bill has
been introduced affecting the -operations of
the I.A.B., we have been told that it was only
a temporary measure. The whole board was
of a temporary nature. The Act gives dis-
cretionary power to the Minister to do practi-
cally as he likes with regard to sustenance.

The Premier: The board do that.
Mr. WfLLCOGK: But a Minister who oc-

cupied a seat in this House resigned office,
because hie bad a quarrel with the Govern-
nient as to whether the amount of the susten-
anice granted by the T.A.B. should be 7s. or
9s. per day. *hen the board go out of ex-
istenee or cease operations, w-ill the Statute
of Limitations apply, so that the people to
whom money is owing will have no recourse
at law.

The Premier: I think that was provided
against in the Act.

Mr. W1LLCOCi( Sonic of these people
have been under the board for seven or eight
years and the Statute of Limitations provides
that if action is not taken within a certain
time, there is 110 remedy at law.

The Premier: I ala sure we altered the
Act in that respect.

Mr. WILrOOCK: I think the Act was
altered so that any one with sufficient assets
could pay his creditors, but those uvbo have a
debit with the board have not been affected
by that amendment.

The Premier: I think it is provided for.
Mr. WILLOOCK: Everybody knows that

there are a certain number of elipntq of the
board who have "o possibility of making
good. Cannot we get down to a businesslike
basis in regard to suech people? Political in-
fluence has been brought to bear in the in-
terests of people wbo have no possibility of
making good. There are not many such
people, for which, in view of the finances of
the State, we should be thankful. It is about
time we considered this matter and ascer-
tained the position of some of these clients.
It they are in a hopeless position, it would
be as wvell to cut the loss instead of trying
tc, carry them on as we have been doing dur-
ing the last four or five years. The board
ore continuing to supply sustenance to people
wrhose position is absolutely hopeless.

'Mr. flavies: flut oil whose recomnmenda-
C~oal

Mr. WILLOOCK: The sustenance is paid
or the recomnmendation of the board, hut the
board are subject to political influence. In-
fluence is brought to bear in order that people
might he kept on the board.

The Premier: I do not know of that.
Mr. Harrison: That is not correct.

Mr. WILLOOCK: Special pleas have been
made in behalf of certain individuals. There
is no doubt about that; everyone knows of
it. I would not expect members of the
Country Party to admit it, but it exists all
the same.

Mir. Harrison: I am aot anxious that peo-
ple should be carried if they are not worthy
of being carried.

Mr. WVILLCOCK: When a certain man is
to be put off the board, his representative in
Parliament goes to the board and Puts UP a
special plea for him. It has been done time
after time. If the hon. member wants par-
ticulars of such eases, he can find people
whose position is absolutely hopeless and who
should not be carried by the board any longer.

Mr. Hiclcmott: There are cases in which
men have asked to be put on better blocks
of land.

,Mr. WILLOOCK: That is quite a legiti-
iiiate request.

Mr. Harrison: The board decide the cawes
on their individual merits.

.Mr. WVILLCOCK: Another point is that
when a client goes off the board and abau-
dons his holding, that land is held up because
of the impossible impost of capital expendi-
ture advanced by both the Agricultural Bank
and the I.A.B. People will not take up such
blocks, because they are encumbered to the
extent of £2,000 or £3,000, whereas the im.-
provements might be valued at only £500 or
1600. This is a matter of common knowledge.
We have hail an announcement that it is the
policy of the Primary Producers' Association
t i noinate persons to act on the board in
an advisory capacity. This means that the
political representatives of a party are to be
nominated to serve on a Government board
and have power to advise.

Mir. Harrison: Have you not asked to be
represented on various boards?

Mr. WILLOOCK: Yes, but I do not want
any menmher of a body which is out for politi-
cal purposes to be able to say to any member,
4"1 am a supporter of the Country Party or
the Primary Producers' Association. I have

arepresentative on the L.A.B. and I want
him in return for my support to give special
consideration to me on the board.''

Mr. Harrison: That has not been done by
tlis party. TeMnse o giM1r. -WfLLCOCK: TeMnse o gi
culture announced that that policy "-as to be
given effect to.

Hon,. W. C. Angwin: That is on a special
board, not the board.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, a special advisory
hoard. If a certain political body are to be
represented on a board to give special con-
sideration to persons of their political faith,
it is playing the game pretty low downi.

Air. Harrison: It has not been done by the
Country Party.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is being done by a
political body. I do not know what else the
Primary troducers' Association is, if it is
not a political body.

Mr. Harrison: It is an industrial body.

1323



1326 [ASSEMBLY.]

Hon~. P. Collier: It is a political body, too.
It hase a political platform.

Mr. Pickering: It is not peculiar in that re-
spec t.

lioin. P. Collier: No, but what I object to
is that you try to hide the political aspect.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is wrong that any
political party should have a right to nom-
inate persons to a board to give special con-
sideration to certain persons.

Hon. P. Collier: Wrong! It is scandalous.
Mr. Pickering: WVhy?
'Mr. WILLOOCK: The lien, member is hope-

less if hie does not know why.
Hon. P. Collier: If you want to know, it

is opening the door to'corruption.
Mr. Pickering: We do not know that word.
Mr. Underwood: You will soon learn it.
Mr. WILLCOCK: The lion, member might

be unsophisticated, but when ho examines the
methods of the board and the way in which
it can be administered, I think he will agree
that it contains a pernicious principle. I
enter my protest against the appointment of
such people on these advisory hoards. The
Premier said lie hoped there would bo any
quantity of high-prieed wool and high-priced
wheat going from our ports. .1 just hope the
opposite. It is time we endeavoured to scud.
high-priced flour out of the State, instead of
I igh-priced wheat.

The Premier: One cannot force the flour
trade.

Mr. WILMiOCK: Seven or eight years ago
we had a flour mill at Geraldtoii and the peo-
pie in charge of it tried to get some trade.
They got trade to the extent of £12,000 or
£15,000. If that can be done at Gcraldton,
it tan be dlone elsewhere. The matter is so
important that it would ba reasonable for
the Government to take some action towards
securing markets for flour particularly and
our produce generally. Let these things
leave the State in a manufactured condition.

The Minister for Mlines: You can grist all
your wheat, but then you cannot sell all
your flour. The offal is just as necessary to
other eountries as it is to us here.

Mr. WIhLCOOK: At the present time we
have no wheat in the State that we can grist
into flour for export purposes. However, we
c-an sell flour instead of wheat if we set our
ininds to it. The Premier might just as wvell
say we cannot sell wool in the nianufactured
eondition.

The Minister for Mfines: That is quite a
differeint proposition. Other countries need
wheat in order that they may get offal as well
as flour.

Mr. WIULCOCK: Other countries might ar-
gue that they mnst have the raw wool in
order to keep going the woollen mills which
they have set up at enormous cost. The only
way to encourage flour milling is to find a
market for the product. There are various
mills in this country which could work three
shifts a day. Their only trouble is that
they have not the necessary mnarket.
We are in a good position relatively,
but not absolutely, seeing that we ex-
port about five-sixths of our wheat in its

raw state. I do not wish this matter to be
left to the traders who have not the necessary
financial resources to chase this business all
over the world. That should he the affair of
the Government. It would ii ake a trnucndous
dliffeience to this State if we had 400 or 500
additional men employed in gristing flour.
Two or three thousand pounds would be well
spent in achieving that object.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.35]: Every
year since I have been a member of this
Chamber the same old position has arisen.
We have had the operations of the Agri-
cultural Bank and the Industries Assistance
Board submitted to us in the same con-
dition, and every year members have pro-
tested.

The Premier: Who protested last sessionS

Mlr. PICKERING: Various members did,
and I am protesting this time. Promises are
iiade to effect changes which will enable
us to deal with these two institutions; but
what happens? Nothing. When next year
comes we shall find ourselves in the same
position of not being able to discuss any-
thing. The Government should take notice
of tile Committee's wishes. I am grateful
to the Premier for having condescended to
make the lengthy and illuminating state-
ment he did concerning the position of the
two institutions; but I should like to know
who is responsible for the preparation of
their Estimates. I also wish to know who is
responsible for the position in which we
find ourselves with regard to the Industries
Assistance Board and the Agricultural Bank.
Is it the Ministry, or Parliament, or the two
institutional If it is the Ministry, I say
again they should take notice of the wishes
of members. We should he able to discuss
and control every sum of money expended
through Government offices. As to the Agri-
cultural Bank and the Industries Assistance
Board, we are again without reports, which
would throw light upon their operations for
the past year. Why cannot we have those
reports? To me it is astounding that every
year we should protest, and every year the
twvn institutions should fail to respond to
our wishes. Surely we have some power in
this connection. Wb' ought to be able to
enforce our wishes. Let the preparation of
the reports be started a little earlier, and if
necessary let extra clerks he put on. It
seenis to mc that Parliament beats the air
on this subject every year. We now have
two select committees inquiring into the
operations of the Industries Assistance
Board and the Soldier Settlement Scheme.
That fact in itself is proof that this House
does not think all is right in the state of
Denmark. It would have been better had
we been able to discuss these votes in the
light of the information which will be
obtainable by the select committees. There
are already rumours that the Soldier Settle-
ment Scheme in close proximity to Perth is
experiencing considerable trouble. I believe
I am right in saying that that is so in the
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electorate represented by the Colonial Secre-
tary. Within a few miles of the head office
whieh controls the scheme, there are eases
of excessive cost incurred in clearing land,
cost so excessive as will make it utterly iii-
possible for the holders of the land to make
good if the full charge is maintained against
them. Such being the position of affairs
in clean proximity to Perth, in a district
where the operations should be easily conl-
trolleri, what is likely to be the position
when the scheme is put in operation in re-
mote districts?9 As regards the Industries
Assistance Board, ever since I hare been a
member of the House I have urged that the
benefits of that board should be extended to
the So8 uth-West ; but no notice has been
taken of my representations. Thle benefits
continue to be accorded to the wheat areas
alone. Why should they aot be extended
to the Snuth-Westi I have made applica-
tion repeatedly to the Minister concerned,
and have asked questions on the subject in.
this Chsmber, and the only reply I have re-
ceived is that "it is not the policy of the

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do you intend to have
that policy alteredf Did you bring the
matter uip at the confereneet

Mr PICKERING: I have made repre-
sentations to thle Government, but my voice
has been as that Of one crying in thle
wilderness. If I make any protest against
the Government, I am immekdiately hounidedI
to death by the Opposition

Mr. Lanbert: 'We have awakened to your
blank cartridges. You have an effective
way of dealing with the Government if you
want to do so.

Mr. PICKERING: At any rate, your party
has not afforded ns an opportunity to
demonstrate whether those cartridges are
blank.

Mr. O'Loghlen : The tact is you have
never yet voted against the Government on
anything that matters.

Mr, PICKEEINO : Although there are
sonic excellent officers in the depart.
meats under consideration, yet we are ask-
ing those officers to do more than they are
capable of doing. I have never heard even
one voice raised against thle general manager
or managing trustee of the Agricultural
Bank. Yet that gentleman should not have
responsibilities thrown upon him in addition
to those which attach to his position in the
Agricultural Bank. If the operations of
that institution are of the mnagnitode we
are told, their supervision must be as mchl
as he can undertake. Nevertheless we find
that he is called upon to act on all sorts of
hoards. This must react disadvantageously
to the institution which he is supposed to
control. In his case, one man one job would
be an excellent policy. In these votes we
find items relating to a great many officers
of importance iato whose duties we can-
not inquire. Therefore we cannot move
amendments to these particular votes.
I hope the Premier will take into considera-

gien the advk-ability of extending to thie
South-West the privileges exitended to t1'e
wheat areas. There are in the South-West
industries as greatly in aced of assistance uz.
those in any other part of the State, and I
protest again-st this continued rc-fusal by the
Government to extend the beiefits of the
I.A.B. to that portion of the State which I
represent.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: I wish I could see a
way to abolish the board altogether.

Mr. PICKERING: But after the careful
iuvcetigation you have been itaking through
the select committee, you Ought to be realis-
lng that it is necessary to continue it.

Hlon. W. 0. Angw in: Not necessary, coin-
ou Iso ry.

lMr. PECKERING: Still, while it is there
its operations ought to he widened.

MNr. O'Loghlea: It is a good advertise-
nwent for the South-West that they have been
able to get through without it.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, but without the
iiisistance of the hoardl, development is a
lengthy process.

Mr. Johnston- They are getting a fair
amtount of State assistance down there.

'Mr. PICKZsRING: But under a special
schemne, the group settlement scheme. It may
have tio connection with the I.A.B., but the
p~rinciple is almost identical.

Ronl. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.8) : I had hoped that the select
coummittee on the .AB. would have con-
cluded its report before these Estimates we~e
dealt with. However, there is a possibility
that we shall find in the Loan Estimates
something which will allow us to discuss this
subject Inter. I see in the Estimates before
us$ nO itemi which justifies the payment of a
gulinea at day travelling expenses to members
of thle boards appointed to advise the I.A.B.
in reslpect of accounts. Two members of the
new hoards were nominated by the Primary
Producers' Asn-ociation. Thvy are appointed
ini tile interests of the creditors, although the
creditors have no say in their appointment.
I cannot ace what good these boards are to
achieve. Indeed I was very much surprised at
the menibers of the I.A.B. retaininag their
seats in face of the appointment of the
hoards, amnounting to a vote of want of confi-
dene in the I.A.B.

.ir. O'Loghen: It was a conference de-
cision.

lion. IV. C. ANGWIN: The boards have to
examine the s-ecurities, not of the I.A.B., but
of the Agricultural 'Batik; because in a large
number of instances the Agricultural flank
has the land security, while tho I.A.R. deals
in what I might call a gamble.

Mr. Harrison: All farming is a Ramble.
Hon. IV. 0. ANGWIN: The .A.B. has a

lien over the goods and chattels, and over the
cr01), if any.

The Prem ier: And the equity of the landl.
Hon. W. C, NW WIN: But that, we are

told, is very little. By the time the inert-
gairees are paid off there is nothing left.

The Premier: Nonsense!
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Hfon. W. C. ANOWIXK: The Government
can have no confidence in the L.A.B., or they
would not have agreed to the appointme .nt
of the new boards.

The -Premier: We have the utmost confi-
dence.

lion. W, C. ANOWIN: Then why appoint
other boards to serutinse the work of the
I.A.1A, It is unnecessary and, as I say, I am
surprised that the members of the L.A.B.
should have continued to hold office.

The Premier: They agreed to the appoint.
meat.

31r. 0 'Loghlen: Were they consulted prior
to its being made?

lion. W. C. &NOWIix: Of course, the
L.A.B. have the legal authority in the long
run.

Mr, Harrison: The L.AB. cannot have
technical knowledge of every part of the
State.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIIN: But they have
officers with that knowledge to guide them,
and they have district officets as well. The
appointment of the boards puts the L.A.B. in
a very awkward position. Suppose the I.M.
has closedl a.n account. Along comes a new
board, with no statutory authority, and says,
''Start the man again on diffzrent lines, and
carry him on a little longer." If the I.AJ.
refuse to adopt that recommendation, they aire
lip against a big political organisation.

The Premier: Don't you believe it.
Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: It ii qunite clear.

The two men who are scrutinising the actions%
of the I.A.B. hare been furnished by that
very political organisation.

TheL Minister for Agriculture: They are not
scrutinising the board's actions, but are only
making valuations of the whole of the
board's propositions.

Hon, W. C. ANGWTN:- Then they are
quite unnecessary, and might as wveil be
wiped out. However, there is no item in.
these Estinmates to provide for the boards.
Mlembers of the House are nder a wrong
impression in. respect of the Industries As-
sisitance Act. In 1917 an amtendment wvent
through, exempting Part HII. of the Act
from the administration of the I.A.B. It
mreans that under Part III. cif the Industries
Assistance Act the Government have been ad-
vancing money without the coaient of Parlia-
ment. The Government cannot advance a
rhilling under the Industries Assistanco
Act without its first being appropriated b~y
Parliament. All the factories and other in-
dustries which have been assisted under Part
111. of the Act have been aissisted without
the money first being appropriated by Parlia-
ment.

lion. P. Collier: Without Parliament, know-
ing nothing about it!

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: This has been done
on the advice of the council of industrial de-
velopment, a body with no legal authority.

Mr. Harrison: Then it is not the poor
farmer this time.

Hon. P. Collier: Part M. does not deal
with the farmer.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Government
have power to lend trust moneys placed with
them for investment, but no other grant can
he made to an industry without its first being
appropriated by Parliament. Advances have
been made to jani factories, freezing works,
and other industries, but the money so ad-
vanced has not been placed on the Lean Esti-
mates. The council of industrial development
is an advisory hoard without statutory staund-
iug.

Air. Davies: But they do advance mioney.
Hon. WV, C. ANGWTN: 'Without statutory

authority. They recommend the Treasurer to
advance money. 'We have been under the im-
pression that the Industries Assistance Act
was adminstered by the L.AB.

The Premier: You passed the Act yourself.
Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: Yes, and the amend-

ing Bill of 1917 exempted Part III of the
Act from the administration of the board.
Since then the whole of the grants mnade have
been made on the advice of this outside body
with which Parliament has nothing to do.
Yet this outside body have greater powers
than have members of the House, be-
cause members are net even asked to
vote time money recommended for a loan.
That system is wrong. I intend to watch
closely the items that appear on the
Estimates. Since 1915 nothing at all has ap-
peared iii this connection, and the money Used
has been advanced illegally. I admit the
board has a difficult job to carry out.

Mr. Pickering: It has done very well.
Hon. WV. C. ANOWEN: It is doing the best

it can. If the hoard has erred at all it has
been on the side of benefiting the man on
the land- It has been very considerate and
sympathetic towards him. Possibly its sym-
pathy has been extended in certain cases to
the detriment of the finances of the State.
It 1as to put up with a great deal of abuse.
No doubt the special] boards have been ap-
pointed because of that fact. On the Loan
Estimates we may have an opportunity of
dealing further with this question. During
one session we were nut allowed to discuss
these bodies at all on the Estimates. The
Agricultural Bank is the largest gainer
throughL the I.A.B. The board has kept up
the security of the bank.

Hon. P. Collier: Payinig the iftterest and
so on.

Ro, W. C. A.NOWLN:. But fur the board
the bank might be in a worse position than it
is to-day.

Mr. Harrison: It would have been.
Mr. .Tohnston. And so would Western Aus-

tralia.
Hon, WV. C. ANG-WIN: The sooner the

board ceases its operations the better.
'Mr. Latham: It will not ho able to do so

for somec time.
The Premier: You are seldom wrong, but

you are wrong in this ease.
Hton, W. C. ANGWIPN: The client of the

board possesses neither body nor soul.
The Premier: Yes, he does.
lBon. WV. C. ANGWIN: He cannot move

hand or foot. le cannot carry on his bus-
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hness as hie would do if he had a free hial,
because of his indebtedivwne to the board.

Mr. Harrison: It is a good thing for some
of them.

Hion. W. C. ANGW[LN: Thke board is really
the financial manager for the farmers. There
are over 2,000 clients, and I have heard it is
possible that 1,500 m~ore will become clients
after the harvest.

Mlr. Pickering: I hope that is not so.
Mr. Harrison ;I am afraid the inumber

ivill he increased.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This will extend

the operations of the board, and the Gover,,-
ment will shortly be rulnnin~g the whole show.

.Mr. tutham: They will not take on new
mlen.

Ron. IV. C. ANOWIX: I regret the Esti-
mates are not submtitted in a. form that will
permit members to discuss the various items.
This is public money, and represents transfers
from one account to the other.

The Premier: That is all.
Ifon. IV. C. ANOWIN: We may thus ho

approving of transfers without knowing to
what use the money will I e pmut.

lHon. P'. COLLIER (Boulder) [6.71: I en-
dorse the remanrks of the member for North-
East Fremantle. We are called upon to dis-
cuss the operations of this department in
circumstances that are not at nil satisfactory.
We doa not know the real workings of either
the TA.B, or the Agricultural Bank unless
"-e get the reports. The Industries Assistance
Act states that the printed report and aud-
ited balance sheet shall he presented to Par-
liament by the 30th September in each 'year,
but this year these papers have not yet been
placed bef ore uIS. It is unfair to ask members
to (lea! with these departments without their
being able to Peruse the annual report.

Mr. Pickering: We also want the Auditor
General s report.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. Surely the report
of the Auditor General should be made avail-
able to members four months after the linan-
cial year closes. There are, of course, obsta-
cles which prevent him fronm furnishing his
report early in the year, but such obstacles
do not appertain with respect to the de-
partments tinder consideration. I hope the
Estimates will be presented in a different
form next year. I desire to move that an
item be reduced with a view to calling
attention to the administration of the In-
dustries Assistance Act, but I cannot do
that owing to the manner in which the Esti-
mates are presented. It would almost
appear that the reports to which I have re-
ferred have been deliberately held back so
that members may not peruise them before
they discuss these Estimates. I was under
the impression that Part TIT. of the 1915 Act
operated in regard to other industries be-
ifides the agricultural industry. We now
learn that the Colonial Treasurer bas an
absolutely free hand. I do not eare how
well meaning the members of the Council of
Industrial Development may be, they have
no statutory authority and no standing so

far as Parliament is concerned. They have
extraordinary powers. In matters which
affect various industries they can recom-
muend to the Government that assistance
Shouldl be granted or withheld as the ease
may be. It is Wrong that such a body of
mna should be allowved to remain in this
position year after year without their duties
and functions being defined by an Act of
Parliament. I shall refuse to vote one
penny for the continued existence of this
council until such a Bill is brought down.
We miust know u~pou what basis the council
exists and tarries out its duties. I under-
stand that applications are made to the
Government for assistaace running into
many thousands of pounds, and referred to
the council for advice. This council is
responsible to no one except the Minister
concerned, and yet it is dealing with the
finances of the State in this way. Further
than this, we have a political organisation
which, by its power, interferes with the
administration of departments to the extent
of being able to set aside the decisions of
officers who are responsible to the Govern-
ment and to Parliament for the manage-
ni~nt of their departments, and for the ex-
penditure and control of public funds.

-Siting Suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 pa.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Before the tea ad-
journment I was dealing with the question
of5 political influence exercised by an out-
side organisation upon the administration of
these departments. I have no information
as to the details, but I understand that the
Government have appointed boards whose
duty it will be to review all cases where
cassistance has been reduced or stopped by
the Industries Assistance Board. I am
Spieakin~g without knowledge of the details
and I hope M'inisters will give us those
details as to the reason for the appointment
of the boards and the functioe they am
expected to carry out. From what I have
read in the Press during the past few
months, I know that a request was made to
the Government by the execuative of the
Primary Producers' Association that these
boards should he appointed. When it was
announced early in the year that the In-
dustries Assistance Board had decided to
cease giving assistance in particular cas
Which Were considered to be doubtful, repre-
sentations were made that a board consist-
ing of an inspector or officer of the board
and two farmers in the districts concerned,
Should be appointed to examine the security
or, in effect, to review the decision of the
Industries Assistance Board regarding the
assistance to be rendered. From what I can
gather, the two farmers to lbe appointed by
the Government were not to be appointed as
in connection with other boards, but the
various branches of the Primary Producers'
Association were to be asked to select two
men in their district who would be appointed
to the boards. If I am correct in that state-
ment, it seems to me an outrageous thing



1330 (ASSEmBLY.]

to hand over to a political organisation the
right of selection of two members to sit on
a board to review the actions and decisions
of responsible officers of Government de-
partinents in connection with the disposal
or administration (if public funds. That v,
what has been done.

Air. Munsie: What chance would a known
Labourite have of getting assistance if he
put in an application for itt

lion. P. COLLIER:; If the Government
considered it would be of advantage to have
experienced farnmers with local knowledge
of the districts affected appointed to these
boards, there might not be any serious ob-
jection if the appointment were made by
the Government, but to hand over the right
to a purely political organisation to select
those muen is an entirely different matter.
Why could not the Government make the
appointments direct in the various country
districts affected,' irrespective of whether or
not the men selected were members of the
Primary Producers' Association? Why hand
over to the branches of that political
organisation the right to make such a selec-
tion? There are any number of farmers
well qualified to advise and assist the I.AB.
in these matters, who are not members of
the Primary Producers' Association. So far
as my knowledge goes, these appointments
are limited to members of that organisation.
I have rend in the Press that the central
executive of the association has written ;,a
the various branches asking them to select
men to be recommended for appointment on
these boards. I have read some of these
details in the columns of the "Primary
Producer,'' because practically nothing has
appeared in the daily Press dealing with
this question. I will not only protest, but
I will go to the extreme length in exercising
the powers I possess in this House to pre-
vent a political body exercising functions
of this nature. The I.A.B. have been able
to get along since 1915, during which time
millions of pounds of public funds have been
advanced to settlers, and over five million
pounds have heeL repaid bi the clients of
the board, and it was only ivhcu, in the exer-
cise of their discretion and judgment, the
board considered it was not a business
proposition to assist certain clients on their
books with any further funds, that action
was taken accordingly. When that decision
was made known, the executive of the
Primary Producers' Association immediately
got to work. The, sent a deputation to the
Mdinister for Agriculture and asked for the
appointment of these boards which were to
consist of local men. As the result of that
action being pressed home by the executive
and approved, I think, by a subsequent con-
ference of the association, the boards were
appointed.

Mr. Davies: Would the local men be mem-
bers of the Primary Producers' Associationt

The Premier: Not necessarily.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The local branches

are to make the selection and therefore it

is likely that those selected will be mem-
bers of the organisation.

Mr. MeCallum: They are not likely to
select amen who are not members of their own
organisation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The point is that the
right of selection is confined to the branches
of this political body. If that is not political
interference wvith the administration of an
important public department, I do not know
what is. Where are we drifting to, when
mn without any responsibility whatever,
simply because they are members of a politi-
cal organisation, have the right to elect
a board that wilt step in and review Gr
set aside the inatured judgment and decisions
of highly placed and experienced depart-
mental officers.

Mir. Pickering: The Primary Producers'
Association is the only recognised organisa-
tion of the farmners.

Hon. P, COt1LLER: I know that, hut what
would the member for Sussex say if the memx-
hers of the Parlianmentary Labour Party, a
purely political organisation, at the time when
Labour was in office, had the right to appoint
members to a board to review thme actions and
decisions of responsible officers of the Goy-
ernment?

Mr. Latham,: I believe they would give us
a fair deal.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But the principle is
wrong. I am not making ny accusation
against these individuals. I have no doubt
that in the main they would desire to dto what
"as best in the interests of the State, but
I contend it is vicious for a party political
organisation to have the right to appoint men
to a board, and have a soy in the disposal of
public funds voted by Parliament.

.Mr. Johnston: The board would only ad-
VIse.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course, but I would
be sorry for the lives of the Government offi-
cers w'ho would refuse to carry out the recoin-
niendations of these boards. Some months
ago a paragraph app'eared in the ''West Aus-
tralian'' pointing out that members of Par-
liament were interfering with the work of
Government departments. I think the writer
of that paragraph had in mind-I am not
making any reflection upon hon. mpembers-
thme attitude adopted by some members of the
Primary Producers' Association, In an ex-
ess of zeal on behalf of their constituents,

th~ose members were importunate in their de-
miands upon officers of the Government in
order to secure assistance for their people.
I an, correct in saying that the paragraph
referred to officers entrusted with the respon-
sibility of administering the Industries As-
sistance Act and the Agricultural Bank Act.
When the trustees of the hank and these offi-
cers, in the exercise of their duty and their
discretion, decided that they could not make
any fttrther advances in different parts of
the State, representatives of those farmers
immediately attempted to bring pressure on
the board and on these officers to induce them
to. reverse their decisions.
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Mr. Pickering: I do not know that you
are right in drawing that inference. Why
confine it to the Couiitry Party,.

Hion. P. COLLIER: I am speaking with
a knowledge of the subject, and I know the
Agricultural Bank officers and the L.A.B. oWf-
crs were the men whom the writer of the
paragraph had in mind. I know, too, that
those responsvible officers have felt on more
than one occasion very much eutbarrassed be-
cause of the importuning attitude of some
members of Parliament. So inuch wa this
the case that some officers found their official
lives almos-t intolerable because of these re-
quests to act contrary to their judgment. This
article is worth quoting-

The reference in our leading columns
yesterday to the necessity for legislation
to prevent private members of Parliament
front directly epproiching departmental
o)fficials onl matters of their constituents'
affairs has excited muclh comment. From
what can be gathered the nu1isan1ce has
alarmingly developed of recent years, and
threatens, unless stopped, to becoame a
grave evil. That it would be unjust to in-
elude all, or even a majority of the umem-
hers in time reproach, that they push the
interests of their constituents to the extent
of haunting departments, is the opinion in
qualified circles. But undoubtedly some
meambers with an assiduity that does not
always pause to examine thme merits of ease,
embarrass the official lives of public ser-
vants particularly in those department.s
associated wifth laud settlement.

I know that it is the Agricultural Bank that
is referred to. We can see justification for
this criticism in the appointment of those
members of the Primary Producers' Associa-
tion to sit in judgment as a court of appeal,
irresponsible meii as they are, on the decisions
of highly paid officers of the department. I
ask the Premier and the 'Minister for Works
%hether they realise that by consenting to a
political urganisation having power to sebL
its memb ers to act in such a matter, the Giov-
einent arc emubarking upon what is a vicious
principle? It is only a matter of degree, and
where is it going to stop if the Industries
Assistance Board should refuse to give effect
to the recommendations of this other irre-
sronsible board to grant assistance to men
whom the Industries Assistance Board had
previously turned down? Is it not human
nature to expect that nmcmbers of the
Primary Producers' Association, or the ex-
ecutive of that body, would immediately
bring pressure to bear, as they already
have done in conniection with the ap-
pointment of the hoard? Of course they
would. The principal is bad because, whilst
it is an admission of the right of a political
party to exercise control over the distribution
,or allocation of Government fun-ds, it may be
confined to the Industries Assistance Boo-rd
to-day, and it may be the Agricultural Bank
to-morrow or perhaps the Mines Department,
or some other department, on the next day,
and so on until we shall have the whole of

our departments honeycombed with political
influence. It is only another step to saying
that wheni a local authority askp for the ap-
pointment of a local committee, they may
also ask what grant the Works Department
will make for the COfl~tTUtCti0lL Of a main
road.

The 'Minister for Works: They have not
tried it yet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would be an ex ten-
sion of the principle. Where -sill it stop? I
have here an extract from the proceedings of
the Primiary Producers' conference which was
held a month or two ago anti which shows
what the desire of the executive of that an-
sociation is. It is a desire to extend thip win-
ciple of control over departments, a control
by that political Organisation which repre-
sents the farmers. This extract says-

The executive's recomnmendatiofe Ota
local men should assist I.A.B3. inspectors
was supported and the executive was urged
to take immediate action to complete the
board 's affairs.

Mr. Latbami: Very valuable assistance.
too.

Ron, P. COLLIER: I am surprised at the
hon. member supporting political interference
of that description. It has never been done
before. I challenge any hon. member to give
an instance where any political party or or-
ganisation, has bad such power. To ay that
this is valuable as-istance-interfering with
the administrationi of the department and the
work of responsible officers, and interfering
with the decisions Of the Goiernint and
Ministers themselves--is absurd. To use a
vulgar term, the principle is rotten, and I am
not going to couintenance it. If this Parlia.-
moat is so lost to its sense of public duty as
to allow the initiation of a principle of this
kind %nithout attempting to !1eotch it at the
very Outset, the sooner members of Parlia-
nmeat are kicked out the better it will be for
the State. Then a Parliamient may be elected
which %vil] protect those who are charged
with the administration of affairs. The extract
goes oni-

The following mnotions wrere also passed-
That conference urges the Government to
establish a permanent board in each district
on the same basis as those now to 1)9
formed to investigate the doubtful I.A.B.
clients: only for the purpose of Agricul-
tural Bank clients who challenge the
opinion af a 'singular iusreetor, whose
opinion may be open to be challenged, and
who is more likely to an error of judgment
than pract"icamn on the land; we also
venture the opinion that by singular inspec-
tor too much power is vested in the hands
of one man.

These resolutions were passed at the confer-
Pee. We hare conceded to the exeutive
the right of the apnoiatment of' a board to
deal with I.A.R. clients, and the conference
says that the executive shall take up the mat-
ter of asking for the appointment of a simi-
larboard to deal with clients of the Agricul-
tural Bank. What right has this political

1331



332[ASSEIMBIYrJ

body to step in and demand a, say in the
administration of the Agricultural Bank?

The Premier: Of course they cannot.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Or the administration

of public fund;, because it is nothing alse.
The function of the board is for no other pur-
pose. But even if the Govern ment thought
that it would be of advantage to have the ex-
perience of local men to advise or to assist,
then the Government should have made :1

free and untrammelled choice and should not
have handed over their power to a political
organisation to make the selection.

Hun. W. C. Angwin: Three members or
the T.A.B. are practical farmers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They have no tighit
to be occupying their positions if they ore
not. But we know that they ,ire highly quali-
fied for their posts, and that there is no need
to call in the aid of local political aspirants.
If there were such need the members of tine
board would not be fit for their position.

The Premier: They RC thoroughly capable
men.

Honm. P. COLLIER: Of course, and that is
why I am protesting against any court of
appeal. This whole matter arises from the
fact that the Industries Assistance Board
refused to grant assistance in some instances.
Representations were made to the Board to
recede from their attitude, hut they refused
to do so. Then a deputation went to the Min-
ister, and as a. result of the refusal of the
Bo0ard to do what in their judgment they
were not entitled to do, this other board has
been created. If this new board is not for
the purpose of -reviewing the decisions of the
Industries Assistance Board, and compelling
the granting of assistance in certain cases,
then for what has it been appointed? It
has been appointed for no other reason than
that which I have described. It is a scandal-
ous thing that the Government should write
to a political party and ask then) to elect
members on a board to deal with matters
such as these. In many instances where far-
mers have been refused further assistance
this new hoard will sit in review of the de-
cisions of the Industries Assistance B~oard.
The board is composed of local men. if
B3rown in a. farming district is appointed lae
this board, and he is asked to review the ease)
of one of his neighbours, who is a client of'
the hoard and who has been refused further
assistance, is it not human nature to expect
that Brown, who has lived in close association~
with that neighbour, and who may have an
eye to the future, will be influeuced by per-
sonal consideration? Will his judgmenlt not
be coloured by past association with the man
in question?

Mr. Pickering: That argument will apply
in any ease.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of c-ourse and that is
the danger. There is ab need to go outside
responsible officers. The T.AB. employs in1-
spectors to travel all round the country, an.1
those inspectors should be aa well qualified
as local men to give decisions.

Mr. Latham: We know they are not.

[Ir. Munsie took the Chair.)

lion. 1P. COLLIER: Of course every time
nainspector does riot agree to do what is

requested of him, lie must be wrong. There
iay he mistakes made; there always will be
mistakes mande, but it is. far better to have a
beard acting iii some eases without knowledge
of local affairs arid so perhaps unwittingly
doing injumstice- to a few clients thau to have
established a vicious. principle of permitting
ann outside political organisation to deal with
thme inatter. I hope the Committee will take
a determnred stand. I appeal to miemibers on.
tine cross bences,- to take a broad view of the
matter, aund to realise that whilst it may 1he
their turn to-miorrow, it may be some other
political body's turn later on. I think I am
smite in saying that this sanic executive, which
has secuired the appointmient of the political
hoard I have described, are in communica-
tion with the Mfinister for Mines, if not with
tip Treasurer on behalf of an individual who
is a, mine owner in this State. A mine owner,
too, is a nu= who ist carrying on a private
business. In this particular instance applica-
tion has been made for assistance to the ex-
tent of a considerable sum, running into five
figures, I believe. Instead of that gentleman
representing to the Minister for Mines the
vase on its merits, or representing it to an
officer of the department, he is putting his
application through the exeeuti-e of the Prim-
ary Producers' Association, a body which
knows nothing at all about the matter.

The 'Minister for Mfines: I do not know of
it.

H[on. P. COLLIER: It is a fact neverthe-
less. Representations have been made to the
(Governiment for assistance on behalf of this
individual wino hiumself is a member of the
executive.

Tine Minister for Mlines: I d~o not know of
it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I irill tell tine Minister
the man 's name. It is Shallcroas. Has he
made application for assistance?

The Minister for Mines: He has, but the
am11ount is not in five figures.

lon. P. COLLIER: I should like to know
whether the executive have made any reconi-
menidations tW the Minister wiith regard to
Mfr. Shalicross.

The Premier: I have not heard of it or of
any other application.

lon. P. COLTYWR: I am credibly in-
tormed it is so.

Mr. Pickering: Tine mere fact of lisa being
fon tine executive would nut deprive him of the
right to apply for assistance.

Hon. P. COLLIES:- Of course not.
The 'Minister for Mines: His ease would

stand on its merits.
IIonn. P. COLLIER: But it is entirely im-

piroper to invoke the aid of the executive on a
piersoinaI matter. I am not saying the exesn-
tire would influence the final decision, but the
principle is wrong.

Thc 'Minister for Mfines: As you said be-
fore, it is rotten.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: We should not over-
ride the mature experience of members of the
board.

The Premier: They have statutory -author-
i~y and no one can interfere with them.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That is wvhy the hoard
are called ain advisory board. It miust be very
embarrassing for officers to know that the
advisory board are the appointees of a, politi-
":11 organisation and that M1%inisters under
whom they serve are members of the
orgainisationL Is it fair that, after an
officer has refused further assistance to
certain clients, he should be put in
the position of knowing that a political or-
ganisation is making reeominendations to
over-ride his decision and that the Minister
is a member of the same political organisa-
tion! He is between the devil and the deep
sea. He has always the fear that, if he re-
f 1ses to take notie of the recommendations of
the hoard, hie wvill be offending his Minister.

The Premier:. No, not in this case. It is
tinder me and I am not a membe r of the or-
ganisatiot-

Mr. O'Loghilen: I think you are, ex officio.
Ron. P. COLLIER: The executive would go

to the Premier's second in command, the
Minister for Agriculture, and make him the
bearer of a message to the Premiier. The
Minister for Agriculture is leader of the
party, and lie would have to convey a
message or instruction to the Premier. How
could he be free and independent and loyal
to his party and, being at the same time
second in command of 'the Government, be
loyal to his chief, irho might take an
opposite view?

The 'Minister for Agriculture: Hle is not
complaining.

lion. P. COLLIER: But the people are com-
plaining. The 'Ministcr for Agriculture wasvery successful in. the demand he made to his
chief recently. He seured all the executive
ar'ked for.

Mr. McCallumi: Altlionuin tile lim per !,aid the
ief had bad a great victory.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Politically things are

getting putrid through interference of this
kind.

The Minister for Mines:. Hence the retire-
meat of the member for East Perfh.

Mr. Underwood: lie had the decency to
retire. That is more than you fellows have.

Hon. P. COLLIER:; The Minister for
Mines faced the electors, but he did not do
so voluntarily. He took office and could not
avoid it.

The Minister for Mines: Well, f did it, any-
how.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, because there was
a position of £E1,300 a. year hanging to it.
The 'Minister was not nearly Qo courageous
as he would have us believe. I protest also
that we have not had the report of the I.A.B.
I assume they were unable to get out their
report by tine 30th September ais provided in
the Act, because they have been hampered
tiv this outside appeal board. The positian
disclosed by the report is that things are not

so well with the 1KAB. as they might be.
Last year's report stated--

The revanue account, after providing
£4,4026 interest on bad end doubtful ac-
counts and £2,082 interest waived on ad-
vanves to certain Ongerup settlers, shows
a net loss for the year of £10,912, hut only
ascertain2d losses on actunl realisations
havn- been brought into the account. This
htaekward movement of the account is at-
tributable to loss of earning power and to
increased cost of administration.

This year unnder the same heading the report
states-I

The revenue account after providing
£2,191 interest on bad accounts, £965 in-
terest waived onl advances to certain On-
gerup settlers, and £33,954 written off to
bed debts account, shows a loss of £39,640.
The Premnier: The bed accounts are an

accumlation of the years since the board
started.

Hon. P. COLLIER:- Yes, it is not to say
that these amounts have been incurred dur-
ing the year. Thle board consider that they
could be written off. Last year's report
stated the number of abandoned properties
on the hands of the board on the 30th June

a~144, carrying an indebtedness of 90,721.
Trhe Premier: Some of them have been

got rid of since.
lon. P. COLLIER: This year the number

of anbandonedl properties remaining on the
books of the board was 182 on which the
amionut owing was £95,320. The number of
abandoned properties onl the hands of the
board therefore showed an increase of 36:
Of course they do not altogether represent
baid debts. Men have become failures in thin
calling and their properties have been taken
up by others. There must he a percentage
of failures, and there must inevitably be a
considerable loss incurred in administering an.
Act of this kind. The report just tabled
shows that inimn~ace has produced very pro-
fitable business to the insurance companies
since the conmnencemnet of the Act. It is
here whore the Government might well amend
thle Act and allow the board to effect its own
insurances to tine benefit of the Government
and the clients of the board. The report
states-

The board 's agreement with the Fire
fludern-riters' Association was the same as
obtained during the preceding year. The
acreage covered by fire insurance was
478,493, and the values for insurance of
thle crops were-

The various figures are then given, but it is
not necessary to repeat thenm.

Tine companies allow the board for its ser-
rices a commission of 15 per cent. on fire
and 5 per cent, on hail premiums. Since
its inception the board has paid in prem-
iums the sumn of £141,728 plus stamp duty,
and recovered ink losses £48,442.

In other u-ords the insurance companies have
made a profit during the period of seven
years of £E91,000.
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Mr. Latham: What profit did the board
make ont of commission?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Fifteen per cent. As
a matter of fact the board do the whole of
the work.

Mr. Latham: That is not so.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Then what do they

get the 15 per ceint. for?
'Mr. Latham. Handling the business.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The report goes on

to say-
The board is of opinion that legislative

authority to carry its own risks is neces-
sary as affording a source of p~rofit front
which to provide a reserve to ineet the
losses which the liquidation of its bad ac-
counts is now entailing. Proposals are at
present obtained by the inspectors, and the
additional handling cost to the board would
be relatively small.
Mr. Latham: They fill in a form, that is

all.
Hon. P. COLLIER: What else is to be

done?
Mr. Latham: They draw 15 per cent. for

filling in that form.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The point is that this

amount of £91,000 would, if time board had
been able to carry their own risks, ]have been
saved either to the hoard or the clients of
the board. It seems to me we are absolutely
neglecting our duty in allowing this mioney
to be paid out year after pear. The most
profitable business in Australia to-day is the
insurance business. Insurance companies are
springing lip like mushrooms. Meni without
special experience are appointed at high sal-
aries to manage these concerns, so that they
must be extremely remunerative. I shall re-
turn to the subject of the politically ap-
pointed commiittees when we come tu the
items.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hfon. H3. K. Maley-Greenough) [8.18]:
The Leader of the Opposition knows per-
fectly well that the Industries Assistance
Board are vested with certain statutory
powers, and that with these powers there
can be no interference by any outside body
whatsoever. It has frequently been stated
here that the matter of assistance to settlers
in whose case it has been going 6n for yearsIought to hav-e been reviewed. It has been
contended that the continual doling out of
sustenance should be terminated. The pro-
posed local committees have no power what-
ever hut to advise the 'Minister regarding
vsluations, and certainly they have no
power to recommend with regard to rate
of sustenance.

Hon. P. Collier: The rate of sustenance
depends on valuations.

The MIINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No. The question of sustenance received
attention when the Industries Assistance
board were reviewing the rates to be
allowed the farmers for this particular
season. The whole facts of the matter with
regard to the local committees are that a

deputation from the C' amber of Commerce,
and one from the Primary Producers' Asso-
ciation, together with the members and
officers of the Industries Assistance Board,
camne to see me as acting Minister in ther
absence of the 'Premier, who was in Enig-
land, The conclusion was arrived at that
it would be a good thing to have a kind of
stocktaking in order to determine whether
it would not be better in the ease of some
clients who were in an absolutely hopeless
position to make a valuation of their
properties and release those clients from the
control of the board. It was merely a mat-
ter of recurring millstones of interest
charges being written up against those
clients in respect of hopeless propositions.
The functions of the district committees,
two mnembers of which are local farmer;, not
n~ecessarily members of the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association-

Hon. P. Collier : But elected by that
association.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
1 have not followed the matter closely Of
late, being concerned with the affairs of
other departments; but I have noticed that
some of the men elected to the district com-
mittees have not been members of the
Primary Producers' Association.

Hon. P. Collier: But the association have
elected them. Why ask a political body to
elect mn to such positions i

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
After all, the emoluments attaching to the
position are very little, consisting merely
of small travelling allowances. The recoin-
mendations of the local committees are
purely matters of advice to the Minister,
and their advice can be accepted or rejected.
The committees will perform a very useful
function.

Hfon. P. Collier: But why ask a political
body to elect them?

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
is there any other body in the State that;
could do it? Throughout the inspections the
beard will, be protected by the reports of
their own inspectors. The Leader of the
Opposition has drawn a lurid picture of the
destruction of responsible government in
this connection. I think the Industries
Assistance Board are to be commended for
obtaining, at very slighit cost, valuations
which wrill enable them to determine how
properties should be written down writh a
viewv to giving release to hopeless clients.
I know that it was said I as a Minister had
no right to receive deputations from the
Primtary Producers' Association.

Hon. P. Collier: I did not say that. It is
better that the deputations should take
place in public, instead of deputations being
received in private and the results being
made known weeks later in the "Primary
Producer."'

The 'MINISTER FOR AGII{ULTUXE!:
That is not justified. I have made state-
ments in the Press-
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Hon. P, Collier: To receive a deputation
at a meeting open to the Press is a different
thing from receiving u deputation privately
and making a statement to the Press after-
wards.

Tihe MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
In connection with the proceedings of the
Industries Assistance Board, the lion. mem-
ber would not desire full Press publicity.
The Leader of the Opposition is making a
little pelitical capital out of the matter.

Hon. P. Collier: If that were my object,
I would have had a good deal more to say.
I would Dot have sat down while you were
trotting backwards and forwrards between
your executive and Cabinet.

The MINISTER FOR AORtCULTURE:.
During the forthcoming political eanmpaiga
the hon. member will be able to give his
imagination free rein.

Hon. P. Collier: I hope you will be there.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I hope the hon. member will come out of the
contest as clean as we hare citerged.

Hon. M. F. TROT (Mt- Magnet) [8.261:-
The Minister denied in this Chamber some
time ago that he had ever been approached by
the Primary Producers' Association for the
purpose of appointing farmers au advisers to
the Industries Assistance Board.

Point of Order.
The Minister for Agriculture: I challenge

the member for Mt. Magnet to substantiate
that statement. I take exception to the state-
nien, and I ask the hon. member to withdraw
it.

Ron. M. F. Troy: I will not withdraw it,
because it is a statement of fact. The hon.
member has no right to ask me to withdraw,
becqjuge I have not mnade a statement which is
offensive.

The Minister for Agricuilture: I regard the
lion, member's statement uts offensive, and 1
ask for its withdrawal.

The Chairman: The Mfinister is taking ex-
ception to the statement, and has asked for
a withdrawal. If the Minister considers the
statement distasteful, I must ask the lion.
member to withdraw it.

Dissent from Chairman's Riuling.
Hon. Mt. P. Troy: I cannot accept your rul-

ing, Mr. Chairman. I1 must move--
That the Committee dissents from the

Chairman's ruling.
I do so onl the ground that the Chairman
is the person who is competent to say whether
a remark is offensive or otherwise. If an
honourable menmber takes exception to a state-
ment made here in the course of debate and
says he deems it offensive, anti asks yor a
withdrawal on that grounid, then everything
one says may be ternied offensive, and thus
anything calculated to express the truth must
be withdrawn. This is a House where one
has 'the right and the privilege of speaking
the truth. If I said the Minister was a scotia-
drel, or a liar, or a coward, or that he was

utterly unscrupulous I would be saying some-
thing which was oderisive; but I have made
g statement which in my opinion is a state-
meat of fact.

Hon. P. Collier: Andi the 'Minister can re-
fute it afterwards.

Hon. M. F. Troy:, Yes; he can refute it
at any time.

The Minister for Agriculture: A similar do-
niand was put forward by the member for
Sussex only a week ago with regard to a state-
inemit made by me. The member for Sussex
considered that statement to be offensive, and
I was ordered by the Chairmin to withdraw
it. Therefore 1 still ask you, Mr. Chairman,
to require the member for Mt. Magnet to
with draw.

I-Ion. M. F. Troy: I remember the remark
to which exception was taken by the mehihcr
for Sussex. In my opinion the Chairman wvas
not correct in demanding at withdrawal on
that occasion, and I expressed that opin ion
imined iately the withdrawnl was demanded.
However, I did not rise to question the Chiair-
man 'a ruling. It Was9 the place Of thu miem-
her called upon to withdraw to do that.

Thei Minister for Agriculture: I Was Hot
given. any option.

lion. 3f. P. Troy: It is not right that you,
Sir, should observe that precedent. I would ho
stultified, ad the House i~euld be stultified,
if I allowed my self to be compelled to with-
draw a rearkinmae in the ordinary course of
debate which is not personal, and not offen-
sive, and which I believe to he a statement of
fact.

The Chairman: If my memory serves me
rightly, there has not been one instsane in
this Chamher -when a member, being called
upon by either the Chairman of Committees
or the Speaker to withdraw a remark to which
another mnember had taken exception as being
offensive to him, has refused to do so. With
regard to the statenient of the member for
Mt. Magnet that it is thme Chairman's diuty
to decide whelither a statement Is offeinsive or
not, ( must say I disiagree with that view. 1
do "lot 'intend to give a ruling as to whether
in my opinion. the statenient was offensive or
not. It is optional for any member to. take
exc eption to a statemtent and ashi for a wvith-
drawal; and it has always heen the customn, at
all events since I have been a member of this
Chamber, to wvithdraw upon such a request
being made.

lion. M1. F. Troy: That is all right; I have
A recollection Of~-

The Chairman: Before you prolong the mat-
ter, Mr. Troy, let inc point out that if you
wish to disagree with my ruling you have a
certain course laid down. I have asked for a
withdrawal. The Minister for Agriculture
has taken exception to your statement as be-
ing offensive, and has asked for it to be iwith-
drawn. Therefore I have asked you to with-
draw the remark.

H1on. M.%. F. Troy: I regret having been
compelled, Sir, to move that your ruling he
disagreed with on the round that my remark
was not offensive under the rules of this
Chamber.
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The Premier: A remark has been taken as
being offensive.

Hon. P. Collier:- But this was not a per-
sonal remark at all.

The Premier: The hon. member has been
in the House a long time and he knows, as we
all know, that when a withdrawal is asked forIit is conceded. I hope the hon. member will
withdraw the remark.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Munsie having reported the dissent,
Hoa. MI. F. Troy: In speaking to the

Estimates of the Department of Agri-
culture I said the Minister for Agri-
culture had denied that he had agreed
to the representation of the farmers
on the I.A.B. The Minister said that
statement was offensive, and asked for a with-
drawal. I claim that I am entitled to make a
statement which I believe to be a statement
of fact. It is not offensive. It is a state-
ment which may be denied if not correct. An
offensive statement is a statement by which
I impute bad motives, a, statement of mis-
representation, an accusation of falsehood, of
fraud, of corruption, of cowardice, a state-
ment in contemptuous or insuting language--
all these things would he offensive, but a
statement of fact, which is within the rights
of every member and within the common
rules of debate, cannot be off ensive. I re-
fused to withdraw, not because I objected to
the Chairman asking me to withdraw, but be-
cause I felt that my withdrawal would create
a bad precedent. The Minister for Agricul-
ture has drawn aittention to the fact that a
few weeks ago he was compelled to with-
draw a statement he made regarding the mem-
ber for Sussex. I remember ,jhe occasion well.
The Minister was asked by the Chairman to
withdraw, but in my opinion, the member for
Sussex was not entitled to a withdrawal, and
I sxpressed that opinion immediately to my
colleague in the next chair. It was not my
duty to interf6re, it was not miy business.
But if the Minister for Agriculture is justi-
fied in demanding that I shall withdraw a
statement which any hon. member ought to
make if hie feels it to be true, all free dis-
cussion will be stifled. The remark I made
was not personally offensive, and therefore I
cannot be compelled to withdraw it. Stand-
ing Order 146 provides that any member
having used objectionable language, and not
explaining or retracting it or offering a-polo-
gies. to the member offended, shall be cent-
sured or otherwise dealt with as the House
may think fit. But I have not used objection-
able language. I have not said anything per-
sonal regarding the Mfinister 'a character (rr
his integrity or his manhool. I have merely'
made a statement regarding his Ministerial
actions, and therefore it cannot be called of-
fensive. "May" states that the House shall
insist upon all offensive words being with-
drawn and ample apologies made to the sat-
isfaction of the member to whom the offence
hns been given. It further states that the ima-
putation of nil motives, misrepresQentation, or

accusations charging a member with duplicity,
deceit or contcniptflous or insulting language,
are- uniparliamnentary, and call for prompt in-
terferen ce. But I hav-e merely made the
statenment that the Minister said certain
things. If I am incorrect, the Minister has
the' righ~t to say oo, but lie 'ias not the right
to demand that my liberty of speech shall be
curtailed. The Premier h~as appealed on the
ground that it is the custonm to withdraw. I
say it has not been the custom. Frequently
during toy termn as Speaker I refused to call
an lion. member to order for making such
remarks as I made to-night. I always asked
what was the objection, and ±requently did I
rule that tlhe remark was not unparliament-
ary or offensive. My remark to-night was not
unparliamnentary or personally offensive. It
was merely made in the course of discussion,
and it could have been replied to in the ordin-
ary way by the Minister. If I had said he
told lies or was given to isrepresentation,
he might properly have demanded a with-
draw-al; but my remark was merely that he
had made certain statements which he now
says he did not make. What I said was cor-
rect. In his opinion it was not correct,
Hle is perfectly justified in telling the
House that I wns wrong, and I am equally
justified in saying that I waa right. If ho
were to say that I am wrong, could I call his
denial personally offensive? I1 could not do
so, because he would not mean the remark
personally, but would be merely denying my
statement. Yet because I make a statement
which he says is not correct, he declares it to
be personally offensive. I regret that in the
circumstances I cannot accept the Chiairman's
ruling.

Thle Minister for Agriculture: I did not
say that the remarks of the lion, member
were incorrect. I simply said I had not made
the statement attributed to me. I defy himn
to get a piroof of the speech on the Lands
Department vote and find ainy such statement
in regard to the Industries Assistance Board.
If I did not make the statement, it inust be
an offensive remark to say I dial iake it.
That is the only logical deduction to be
drawn. If the remark had been made in part,
I could understand the boo, member's atti-
tude, but if I dlid net make the statement,
and the statement is attributed to inc by the
hon. member as having been made, it must he
regarded as offensive to say I did make it.

Mr. Speaker: The Chairman of Committees
has ruled that the inember for Mount Magnet
should have withdrawn the statement. The
linn member supports himself in his attitude
by quoting Standing Order 146. Standing
Order 1891 hears more closely on. the subject.
'No. 146 rends--

Any member having used objectionable
words, and not explaining or retracting
the same, or offering apologies for the, use
thereof to the satisfaction of the House,
shall be censured, or otherwise dealt with
as the House may think fit;i and any mnem-
her called to order shall sit down, unless
permitted to explain.
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No. 131 reads-
No member shall use offenisive or unbe-

coming words iii reference- to any% member
of the Uouse.

The words used by the ienber for Mount
Magnet were considered by the Ministe-r f or
Agriculture to be offensive.

Ron. M. P. Tray: Who is the judge in
this ease?

The Speaker: I believe the lion. memnber
will bear with me when I say that the man
against whom a statement is made should be
the judge as to whether that statement i s
offensive or not. The M1inister held that
the n-ordls were offensive, and said lie did not
make the statement attributed to him. He
contends that this is putting words into his
mouth that he did not use. That must be
offensive. ]in the circumistances I mnust sup-
port the ruling of the Chairman of Com-
mittees.

Hon. M.. F. Troy: What is your ruling?
Mr. Speaker: 1 support tine ruling of the

Chairman,

Dissent from Speaker's ruling.

H~on. 3f. F. Tray: I mlove-

That the House dissents fromt Mr. Speak-
er'Is ruling.

The Minister for Mines: W,%hat about going
to the Privy Council?

Hon. 'M. F. Troy: You, Sir, have delegated
your authority to the Minister for Agricul-
ture. It is for you to say whether a remark
is offensive or not. You have decided that it
is offensive, without even hearing the reinark.
You dlid not call for ''Hansard'' to aser-
tain what words were used. T did nit appeal
to your ruling in order that you might decide
upon the determination of the -Minister for
A ieulture as to whether the words were
offensive or not. T appealed to you as
*peakrr of the House. ft creates a new.-
order of things here when the Speaker dele-
gates his authority to the aggrieved person.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member is not quite
right in making that statement.

Ron. M. F. Troy: I take the statement as
you made iL 'You did not hear and you have
not seen a copy of my remarks. Yen do not
know what words were used. You have
simply said that because the 'Miniister for
Agriculture claims ho did not make the state-
ment, and deemus it to be offensive, it is
offeasive. 'We have come to this, that I am
being judged now in the mind of the Mtin-
ister for Agriculture and not, as I thought,
in the mind of the Speaker. I appealed to
you to decide this question by the rules of
the House. I did not appeal to you to decide
on what -was in the mind of the Minister..- If
that were so I would never have appealed to
you. You based your decision on Standing
Order 131 which reads-

No member shall use offensive or unbe-
coming words in reference to any member
of the Houise.

Do you know what offensive words were used?
HaIve you got them? Have you them written
out? On what do you base your decision?
You do not know what they are, and so you
cannot decide whether the words are offensive
or otherwise. -But you have decided that they
-i re offensive because the Minister says they
aire. I thought when I appealed to you, you
u-ouldl decide on whuat is called offensive in
the Parliamnentary Code. I ann asked to with-
drawn, not because the Speaker knows I ought
to do so, nor because he has heard or seen the
words? used, hut merely because the Minister
says I must withdraw. What are we coming
to in this institution? An appeal to Caesar
is not an appeal to hint but onn to the ag-
grieved person.

Hon. P. Collier: What objiection is there
to the wvords used?

The 'Minister for Agriculture: I am made
out to be a liar.

Hon. 31. F. Troy: The Minister says I
inade an offensive statement and the
Speaker supports him because the Min-
ister says it is offensive. If it is offen-
sive on my part to say that the Min-
ister wade a certain statement when he
says ho did not make it, it is equally offensive
for hint to say I anm wrong in satying what I
did. He claimis f said hie was guvilty of lying,
anti lie nlow says I aml guilty Of lying When

m 1ade the statement T did. If the Minister
is in iajureil because I made that statement,
which I deemied to he a fact, I ann equally
injured because he denies my statement. I
call that denial equally offensive.

Hon. 'P. Collier: It is an assertion that you
aire not telling the truth.

Mr. O'Luglen. DO you demiand a with-
drawal I

HIon. 'IlT. F. Troy: I ask for a withdrawal
also. I have here a list of offensive epres-
sion's.

Mfr. Pickering: How umany are there?
Huln. 'M. F. Troy: About 500, but not one

is of the character referred to by the MAin-
ister. The Speaker does not know what I
said, but he knows% I am guilty.

The Mitnister for Mines: He knows the
ground on which you disagreed with the
ruling of the Chiairman.

Hont. X1. F. Tray: I moved that the Ohair-
aman's ruling be disagreed with on the
ground that the -remark I made was not
personally offensive under the rules of the
House.

The Mfinister for MAines: You objected to
the ruling On the ground that he did not
decide that the words -were offensive.

HIon. X1 F. Tray: On the ground that tine
remark I made was not personally offensive,
and the Speaker has decided that it is
offensive without knowing what words were
used. I am not going to submit to that
position. I have said nothing about the
Minister personally or about his personal
character or integrity, or about his Minis-
terial actions. I have imputed no motives.
'He claims that I said he was a liar. I may
equally claim that he is one, when be says
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I have made a false statement. The follow-
ing instances are given of expressions of
language made use of in the House of Com-
mons which are held to be unparliamentary,
irregular and not Lpermittod in debate. One
is-

To charge a Minister with an injurious
intention in introducing a clause into a
Bill.

I have nut done that.
To impute motives.

I have not dlone that. I have not said the
Minister tins done certain things at the
dictation of the Farmers and Settlers'
Association, or that he has done this because
he was compelled to do it on the motion of
Alec Monger, Esq.

To make personal observations reflect-
ing upon a Minister's character.

I have not done that.
To make use of expressions Calculated

to reflect on a class,
I have not done that.

To make use of strong terms even
though not addressed to a particular menm-
her.

I have not done that.
The Colonial Secretary: Don't you think

they were strong?
lion. Al. F. Troy: T did expect, anyhow,

that when dealing with a qnestion of this
character, there would be a little responsi-
bility shown on the part of Mtnisters.

Hon. P. Collier: Everything is a joke now
with somie Ministers.

Hon. I. F. Troy:- They are exspected to up-
hold the traditions of this Chamber and
this is bow they do it!

Hon. P. Collier: Even the disposal of
public funds is a jokel

H~on. If. F. Troy : At any rate, it is
offensive to say-

That a. member has been returned by
the refuse of a large constituency.

I did not say that.
To make a direct contriadition.

I did not say that; but the Mfinister did so.
Hon. P. Collier: He did it first.
Nion. Af. F. Tray: He contradicted a state-

ment of mine and that is offensive. Again-
To attempt to threw ridicule on a mnemr-

ber by referring to himn as "1hen. and
reverend.''

I did not do that.
Member: You could not do that in this

instance!
ion. 3f. F. Troy: Again-

To speak of the state of the House as
corrupt.

I have net done that.
To charge a member with baring been

detected in the grossest practice of
corruption.

I have not dojie that.
To allege that a member would give an

offensive answer to a question.
I bare not done that.

To assert that a member's action has
been dictated by spite.

I have act done that.
To speak of any member as "not inde-

pendent.II
I hlave not said that.

To say that an lion. 'member ''and those
with him. would shrink from nothing, how-
ever illegal and tneonstitutional.''

I have not done that.
To charge n1 'Minister writh advocating an

unworthy cause.
T have net done that.

The Premier: Are you going right through
all those things?

Hfon. M. F. Troy: Yes. I will not allow
the Aidnustor for Agriculture Jto determine
what is offensive in this Chiamber!

To express anl opinion that it is not hon-
curable for a member to pursue a Certain
Course.

I have not done that.
To impute to members that their alleg-

mance is only conditional.
I hanve not done that:

The Premier: You have not been accused
of all those things.

Ron. Md. F. Tray: I hare not accused the
MVinister of them. I ami accused of breaking
the rules of this Chamber and I am proving
up to the hilt that I have not done so.

The Minister for Works: Are you giving us
all these things seriatim?

Hon. If.. F. Troy: Again-
To charge a member with going about

the country telling deliberate lies.
1 have not done that.

To charge a memiber with insulting- a
member.

I have not done that.
To refeor to a, Bill as having had its pass-

ing ''secured by stealth.''
I have not done that.

To charge a member -with appealing to
outrage and murder.

I have not done that.
To say that a member has left undone

what ho should do as a man of honour.
I have not done that.

To charge the Government with conduct
approaching to trickery and unworthy pro-
ceedings.

To imply that a member says things
witbiort thinking.

To impute wilful obstruction.
To say that members do not act acc6rd-

ing to their conscience or that a member
was not actuated by the feelings of a gen-
tleman.

To impute want of straight forwardness
or courage.

To affirmi that a nmembur's manner is
usually insulting.
The M1inister for Mines: Wbat about "un-

couth ' '1
Hon. Md. F. Troy: The "Minister is not a

judge, of that. The M~inister has referred to
the expression "'na outhi." The hion. mem-
ber remen bers the ineid-nt. A string of
suich words were used, including "uctt,
and the lion., member appealed to me and I
had to stop the member concerned otherwise
there would have been a scene.
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The Minister for Mines: Oh, no!
Hon. M. P. Troy: There would have been

a scene. I could see the look in the hon.
member'Is eye!

The Minister for Agriculture: I did not
know you were as clover as that other gen-
dlemon.

Hon. Al. F. Troy: I can tell the House that
that hon. menmber said '"If you allow that
bon. member to go on like this, I can go one
better''-and I can tell the House that he

could!
The Minister for Works: He has gone off

no0w, anyhow.
'.\r. Speaker: Order! Will tile hon. mem-

ber keep to the point at issue.
Hon. M. F. Troy; I will, Mr. Speaker, so

far as you will allow members to permit me-
To impute that the House has lost its

character as a deliberative Assembly.
To imply that bad language is used in

the House by members.
To impute disloyalty to any member.

The Premier: You have not been accused
of that.

Hon. NT. F. Troy: If the Premier intends
to allow this sort of tihing to go on I must
pro' ced.

The Premier: What did you say?
Hfon. MX. F. Troy: I said that the Minister

for Agriculture-I ask you, Mr. Speaker, to
get the words from ' 'Hansard''-made cer-
tain renmarks which he denied having made.

The Minister for Agriculture: I said I dlid
not make them.

Hon. At. F. Troy: And the Minister for
Agriculture infers now that when I said that,
I accused him of lying.

Hon. P. Collier: His w'as an accusation
against you.

Hon. K. F. Troy: His accusation was that
I told a lie. That is where the position rests
now. I will proceed.

The Minister for Works: But those state-
ments weore made in a Picliwickian sense.

H4on. M. F. Troy-: Why Limen has tinme been
taken up with this discussion?

Hon. P. Collier: It is only in a Pick-
wickias sense that you are down a grade or
two in Cabinet.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The Minister for Works,
who has had an honournable connection with
the House for many years, says the words
were used in a Piekwickinn sense! If they
were used in that sense, they were jocular
anmd being a joke, they could not be regarded
as offensive! Yet the Minister would sup-
port the ruling that I .was offensive!

The Mfinister for Works: I wanted to find
out what all the bother was about.

Mr. Sreaker: Hon. members must keep
order.

Hon. P. Collier: Has the Minister for
Works got to the botton of that little bother
of his own?

Ron M.N. F. Troy: However, I will proceed
with thes remarks that are set out as offen-

To speak of a member's public acts as
''of a most damnable character.''

TLo charge a member with " Ia legal quib-
ble worthy of the bon. muonber from whomn
it proceeded.''

To impute that ''to gain political ends
some menbers would rejoice in the diplo-
matic failure of the Government and even
in a military disaster.

To impute misconduct to members and to
state that ''time is wasted in unsemly per-
sonal squabbles,'' such reflections implying
neglect on the part of the Speaker or Chair-
man who should check such conduct.

To say in commenting upon a des-
patch 'the thing appears to have been
(lone merely to see how many falsehoods
could be put in a despatec'' if such an
observation is intended to apply to any
member of the House.

To apply to any body of members
language imputing insulting conduct on
their part to foreign Governments.

To accuse a member of ''inciting to
break the law.''

To apply the terms ''brutal majority''
to any section of the Houst,.

To say that members ''are on the side
of atheism, irreligion and immorality.''

To refer to a member as ''an infidel,
blasphemer, or an offensive representative
of atheism)'

To characterise a speech as ''contrary
to the decencies of society.''

To say that a member will "by persist-
ing in his present course, lose all claim to
our respect as the guardian of the rights
of Minorities.,

To impute unworthy motives to mem-
bers or the Government collectively, as,
ex. gr., to charge the Government with
doing anything on a pretence.
The Colonial Secretary interjected.
Hon. M. F. Troy: As the Minister is an

approved parrot, he will be able to use
those charges? Is that offensivel

The Colonial Secretary: I will not accept
it as offensive, so go ahead.

Hon. M. P. Troy: I will proceed:-
To imply that a member has acted as

a ''traitor to his sovereign."*
To charge members with being "lunder

improper influences''I or with 9 eelo.
To characterise a statement as a

deliberate untruth.''
To assert ''that liberty and regard of

private right are lost to the House'' and
that a Minister ''had transferred himself
from a constitutional Minister to a
tyrant.''

To impute to a member of the House
''that he had inspired an bon. member in
a disorderly course which had brought
down the censure of the House.''

To impute that a member has stated
that which be knew not to be correct.

To charge a member with "wasting the
time of the House wantonly and unjustifi-
ably."'

To speak of members as "colleagues in
-atheism.''
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To charge a member with sheltering
himself behind a ''miserable subterfuge.''

To charge, even hypothetically, mem-
bers with ''being cowards who dared not
go among their constituents to deliver
their sp~eeche."

To say that a member ''has not kept
his word," or is of ''remarkably fragile
honour,'' or is guilty of. ''disorderly con-
duct and rebellious acin1

To refer to any section of mnembers as
''steeped in treason''

To charge a member with ''pandering
to treason.''

To speak of the House as consisting of
fore igners.

To impute to the Government "inten-
tional deceit'' or imply that they were
"only humbugging'y
The Minister for Works interjected.
Hon. M1. F. Troy: The M~nister can do

with that, God knowsl
Mr. Pickering: What about withdrawing

that expressionf
The Minister for Works: I do not mind it.
Hon. --%. F. Troy : The following words

have been ruled as unparliamentary when
applied to the conduct, actions or language
of members:-

''Ungentlemanlike and disbonourable;
impertinent; insolent and scornful terms;
entirely false and without foundation;
inconsistent with his character; knowingly
unfounded statement; dolge; factious
opposition; calumnious; false; cowtrdly;
malicious and calumnious: hypocritical
pretence ; poltroon ; mendacious ; not
credible; bloodthirsty.''
The Minister for Works: They were

particular in those days!
Hon, M1. F. Troy: I have gone through the

whole calendar of offensive words recorded
in connection with Parliamentary procedure
ad I have not used one of them. You, Mr.
Speaker, without saying or knowing what
words I used, say I am guilty. It is abso-
lutely remarkable! A member of the House
appeals to the Speaker and the Speaker de-
cides against another member without know-
ing what has been said!I On that he accuses
a member of making an offensive statement.
If that is to be established as a precedent,
exception can be taken to anything that any
bon. member may say in this House and
then free discussion will be gone for good.
You, Mr. Speaker, have ruled that may re-
mark is offensive; I have read out all the
words known in the Parliamentary calendar
which are classed as offensive and my-re-
mark is not included in any one of them.
I made a staterhent that the Minister for
Agriculture said certain things which, he
said, he did not say. I say he did; he Says
be did not. He says I am offensive; I say
he is offensive. I do not know whether you
will reverse your judgment-I doubt it. I1
do not care whether your judgment is re-
versed or otherwise. You take the extraord-
inary course of deciding what is Parliament-

ary language without knowing the remark.
or without ha-lug heard the remark. I
appealed to you not because someone had
ruled in a certain direction but because I
required an interpretation by the Speaker
of what is Parliamentary language and
inasmuch as you have not heard the
language, you cannot be correct.

Mr. Speaker: Does the hen, member move
to dissent from my ruling?

Ron. If. F. Troy: Yes.
Air. Speaker: The member for Mt. Magnet

has indeed made a very strong point from
his viewpoint, in that he said I did not hear
the remark. In answer to that I will say
that had I heard the remuark, the hon. mem-
ber thinks I would have been more comn-
petent to decide on this question than the
deputy Chairman of Committees who heard
the remark. Having heard the remark, the
Minister for Agriculture complained of it
and said the hon. member put words into
his mouth he did not make use of.
That being so the bon. member was asked to
withdraw. The bon. member knows well that
when a statement is made and it is considered
to he objectionable by the member to whom
it was directed, it must be witbdrawn. The
Speaker or Chairman is not required to know
whether the statement is correct or incorrect;
hie simply asks whether a withdrawal is de-
sired, and the member making the statement
invariably complies with the request for the
withdrawal. If the request is met with a
refusal, I am bound by the Standing Orders
to support the ruling of the Chairman. The
question is now, that the ruling of the
Speaker be dissented from.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes .. - .13

Noes -- - - 20

Majority against -- 7

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.,
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwin
Obesson
Collier
Heron
Lamnbert
Lutey
Marshall

Brown
Carter
Davies
lu rack

George
Gibson
Hlckmott
Johnston
Latham
H. K. Maley

AYES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noms.
Mr.
Sir
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.

McCallum
0O14ghlen
Troy
Wilcock
Wilson
Carboy

(Teller.)

Mann
Jame, Mitchell
Pickering
Plesse
Richardson
Sampson
Scaddan
J. H. Smith
Underwood
Mullany

(Teller.)

M.otion thus negatived.



[I NOVEMBER 1 1922.] I-

Committee resumed.
Hon. M. F. TROY: Regarding the appoint-

mneat of the advisory board, I have read in
the Pres s recently that the Minister for Agri-
culture has approved of the representntives of
farmers on this board. I protest against that
course being followed because in my opinion
it is not going to be to the best advantage of
the board, and neither will it be in the in-
terests of the Government, The Minister has
not done the proper thing in appointing two
local farmers as members of this advisory
board, because local farmers in every instance
must be influenced by the fact that they live
in the district amongst the people whose
claims they will be called upon to decide.
The Minister has put the local farmers in a
very unpleasant position, because any man,
living in the country amiongst other farmers
who are his neighbours, will find it very bard
to turn down any application those farmers
may make. Hon. members will appreciate
my point. I regret the Minister has adopted
this course. It shows a decided weakness
which is not in the best interests of the State.

Item, Trustees and Board member £636:
Hon. P. COLLIER:- As the general debate

bhaa been concluded I wish to speak on thin
item. We have listened to the defence made
by the Minister for Agriculture of the action
of the Government in appointing a political
board to administer public funds. His ex-
planation consisted of a wave of the arm
and saying "You will have plenty of oppor-
tunity at East Perth during next week."
The Minister very unworthily and very un-
justifiably accuses me of trying to make
political capital out of this, and for what
reason? Because I consider it my duty to
draw attention to a departure in the adminis-
tration of our public affairs which I consider
to be vicious in principle, and which I think
ought to be eoademniied and would he con-
demned by the Minister if he ha-d any sense
of publie. morality or any sense of public
rectitude. I have sat in this House night
after night, and had I been desirous of mak-
ing political capital out of matters, I could
have held up the work of the House on many
occasions. In fact I consider I would have
been doing a public duty had I, day af ter
day, called attention to the manner in which
there has been this insidious interference
with the administration of State affairs. But
because I for once consider that it is my duty
to deal with a matter of this kind, I em ac-
cused by the Minister for Agriculture of
being actuated by no other motive than that
of trying to make political capital.

Boa. M. F. Troy:- And that is an offensive
remark.

Hon. P. COLLIER. Rut if I were as thin
skinned as the hon member, knowing that he
had no defence, that he was obliged to have
recourse to the protection of the Chair, I
should have taken exception to his remark.
He was certainly imputing motives. The hon.
member imputed motives to me in my criti-
dasm, montives of desiring to make political

capital out of this matter. And this is the
Minster's sense of what is right and wrong
in the administration of public affairs! He
did not attempt to deny the charge I made
that branches of a political organisation,
selected or elected members of this party.
Instead of attempting to justify that
lie hs recourse to the miserable subterfuge
of saying that I am actuated by a
desire to make political capital out of
it, and he waved his arms towards East
Perth saying "You can give full vent
to your imagination there next week.''
We are asked to hand it over to a political
organisation to make a selection and the same
organisation, encou raged by their success in
this direction, are asking for a board to deal
with the clients of the Agricultural Bank in
the same way. See thi principle of the thing!

The Premier: I have not heard of that
Hion. P. COLLIER: I read earlier in the

evening the resolution carried at the con-
ference of the Primary Producers' Associa-
tion in which they ask their executive to make
representations to the Government or the ap-
pointment of a board on similar lines to
deal with the advances by the Agricultural
Bank,

Mr, 0 'Loghlen: And they will get it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course they will.
The Premier: Walt and see.
Mr. McCallum: It will be another of

those victories for the Premier where he gives
away everything.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The e~xecutive in this
matter are like the tiger on whomn the girl
went for a ride-

They returned from the ride with the lady
inside

And a smile on the face of the tiger.
The Minister for Works: But she had the

ride.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister made

this statement-
Several conferences between members ad

officers of the I.A.B. and representatives of
the executive of the Primnary Producers' As-
sediation have heen held to determine a
basis upon which the position of clients of
the board, whose accounts aIe in an unsatis-
factory position, may be capable of adjust-
ment.

It niust not he forgotten that prier to this
the board had dealt with every one of those
clients, end had decided upon a course et
action. In some cases they had decided to
withhold any further assistance and, because
of the action of the beard, the executive of
the Primary Producers' Association came into
the matter. No doubt representations were
made through country branches that Gov-
ernment assistance had been stopped and the
executive made representations to the Min-
ister. There was nothing wrong in the ex-
ecutive approaching the Minister in a public
matter of that kind. The Minister's state-
meat proceeded-

The following tentstive basis was agrend
upon-ubject of course, to approval of

lZA1
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Cabinet und the passing of amendintg leg-
islation-(I) That in the ca-ic ot a'll as-
sisted settlers whose position is regarded
by the heart1 as hopeless, a valuation be
made of their land and other assets with a
view to writing down their indebtedness to
such an extent as may be deemed advis-
able. (2) The committee to consist of the
district inspector or other departmental ip-
presentative, and two qualiflad local farmers
in each inspectorial district. The memnbers
of each commnittee to he nominated by the
Primary Producers' Asocliation and to bue
approved by thme Minister. Siuch members
not to be assisted settlers. (3) The duties
of the conmmittee to he: (a) To make a
isluntion of the property and assets; (b)
To advisc the best muethmods of carrying oin
the farmi; (c) To report on the personal
equation; and (d) To make such other re-
commendations as they mnay deem advis-
able. A request was made by the Chamber
of Commerce to ho given ain opportunity to
express their view, and on Tuesday a de-
putation frain that body waited on the
Acting Minister for Lands (Hon. H. X.
Aialey) with the general manager of the
Agricultural Bank (Mr. E. A. McLarty) i
attendance. After full discussion it wyaj
agreed that a necessary preliminary wtould
be a completa investigation of the a&
counts by a committee. These in an in.
solvent condition could be re-valued on thle
basis suggested above, and creditors claims
surrendered and written off, and later, an
amendment of the Act secured to discharge
them without resort to the Bankruptcy Act.
An examination would than be made of
those accounts warranting s~ome basis be-
ing arranged to compromise with the out-
side creditors' claims by an acceptance ot
Trenry bonds in full satisfaction thereof.
This schenmo has, of course, yet to be sub-
mitted by time Minister for consideration in
Cabinet before any action can be taken.

It has since been approved.
The Premier: It has net been spprov-id

in that shape. Y have not got the papers with
me, but I shall bring them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister for Xg-
riculture, who has handled thme matter a good
deal, has not denied the accuracy of any
of the statements I have made. Certainly the
point of my complaint is not disputed-the
handing over to a political party of the selec-
tion of the members of this boerd. They will
sit in judgment upon the position of their
fellow members of the same politiehi organii-
sation.

'Mr. McCallum: And God help them it
they are not members of the erganisation!

fein. P. COLLIER: The Government have
endorsed the right of a political party to sit
in judgment on their fellow members with tv
gard to the disposal of Goverinment funds,
wvith regard to assistance, with regard to the
writing down of their indebtedness, and with
a view to wiping it off dltoEre ther without re-
course to the Bankruptcy Act. That is abso-
lutely wrong.

The Premier: I thiuk you should see just
what happened before you go on. I shall
bring the papers up.

Hon. P. COLLIER: My chief complaint is
with regard to the power giveu to this politi-
cal organisation and that is not in dispute.
I have seen it mentioned over and over again
in the ''Primary Producer's" reports or
country branches that correspondence had
been received from the executive requesting
themi to make the necessary selection of two
membhers to comprise tihe board in the various
districts. Members on the cross benches will
agree that this is correct.

M r. Johnston: The local inspector to be
the third member.

Hon. P. COLLIER:. The branches of the
Primary Producers' Association to select the
other two.

Boa. W. C. Angwia: floes that mean the
district inspector?

Mr. Latham: Yes.
Mr. 2lIe~allnni: You are getting the in-

formation :from the cross benches and not
from the Gbovern meat.

The Premier: We ire not allowed to in-
terject.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Mitoister for Ag-
riculture endorses that, but because a member
should venture to condemn the scheme, he is
accused of being actuated by a desire to
muake political capital out of it. If this is to
be the view taken by Ministers1 it matters
not what one might bring forward or what
line of argument one might pursue on any
division or itemn of the Estimates, he
will be met with the objection that
he is only desirous of meaking po-
litiest capital out of it. That is a
nice defence to coume from a Minister. No
attempt is made to defend the action of the
Cove rnmen t.

Mr. Heron: Hle could not defend it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course not. I pro-

test against the form in which these Estimates
are presented. Our hands are tied. We a=
not in a position to deal with these questions.
There is no question which will come forward
during the discussion on the Estinates on
which I would he more earnestly desirous of
taking a vote of the House in order to have
recorded whether the action of the Govern-
ment was endorsed or vetoed than this one.
We should have it recorded whether members
generally are prepared to adopt a policy at
this kind. Yet, because of the form in which
the Estimates are presented, I am not able
to do this. I would like to know now whether
the boards have started operations, what sal-
aries they are to get, the names of some of
the members applointed, and hew many boards
have been appointed in pursuance of this pol-
icy. These particulars would enable us to
judge more accurately the degree of political
iofluence likel-y to creep into any recommen-
dations the board rni~rht make. I hope the
Premier will tell us whether the boards have
yet dealt with the eases of any clients. It
u'ust not he overlooked that the Government
are placing very great power in the bands of
boards on a matter of the utmost importnce.
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A large sum of money is involved. Public
funds to the extenat of 0 000 or more have
been advanced and it will depend largely on
the board whether the amiounts shall be writ-
ten down, or entirely written off, or whether
assistance shall be rendered that clients may
continue as in the past or be permitted to
embark upon some other method of farming.
These boards' have no standing whatever n-
der the Adt. This matter should have been
ba-ought forward by way of aa amendment
to the Act so that the House could have dealt
with it, instead of its being handed over
through the executive of a political organisa-
tion to the country branches of that organisa--
tion. The Premier must see that he is em-
barking upon a policy which is going to lead
to no end of trouble. It is opening tho door
to political influence and interference in the
administration of departments, the end of
which no member can foresee. I know per-
fectly -well what -would have been said of any
Labour Government who had handed over
such power to the political branches of 'their
organisation, and rightly so. During the time
Labour were in office, though they never at-
tempted to do anything of this nature, there
was a perfect hail of criticism and condem-

nation of actions not one-thousandth part as
deserving of condemnation as is the action of
the Government in this matter.

Mr. LATHAM- I wish to say a word or
two in defence of the organisation to which
I belong. I hope the Leader of the Opposi-
tion will consider why it was necessary to ask
the Government to appoint local men to act
on local boards. It was not for thme purpose
of controlling or in any way taking away the
powers given to the board by statutory a---
thority.

The Premier: Such powers could not he
taken away.

Mr. LATHAM: And nothing of the kind
was ever intended. In 1915 the overnment,
iii their anxiety to assist settlers, advanced
money to everybody who came along. The
nmoney was advanced on properties which
could not be expected to carry the indebted-
ness consequent on the high prices of chaff
and of seed, and the store accounts. Thanks
to the high price of wheat, many farmers
h-ave been able to clear themnselves, but those
tanmers who have not cleared themselves to-day never will, and that is the reason Why
these boards were asked for.

Mr. 0 'Loghlon: How many are there?
Mr- LATHAMA: 1 do not believe any have

been appointed.
Mr. O'Loghlea: But how many farmers are

there who have not cleared themselves and.
who never will?

Mr, LATHAM: I am referring to the 144
farmers quoted by the Lender of the Opposi-
tion.

Mfr. 0 'Loghien: They were men who aban-
doned their farms.

M,%r. LATHAM: They abandoned their hold-
ings for this reason. The L.A.B. found it im-
possible to go on financing them. The people
had put in 10 years on their farms and they

did not like to get the dirty kick-out even
by tie Government. They therefore did the
next best thing; they implored their organisa-
tion to assist them to retain their holdings
on which they had done years of hard work
and fr-ont which they had got nothing. The
whole of the money derived from these
farnms is paid to the credit of the L.A.S.
'Many of these people owed a lot of money
ta merchants when they started, bait the nier-
chants were prepared to forego it, and asked
that the State should make some concession
to the farmers in order that they might have
an opportunity of doing something else than
grow wheat. It was suggested thant nomina-
tions should come from the primary pro-
ducers' branches. That is the only organisa-
tion in existence in these districts.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Could not the local. in-
spectors anominate memnbers9

Mr. LATHAM: The best men can be ob-
tained by these means. It was left to the
discretion of the Premier to say whether the
nominations should be accepted or not.

Mr. O'Loghlen: But he does not know the
nominees.

Mr. LATHAM: He can get the informa-
tion.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Who is a reliable man
through whom to obtain that information?

Mr. LATHAM: He could refer the matter
to the district inspector, who in turn might
ask his sub-inspector to nominate someone.
The trouble is that we cannot get the best
class of man to act as inspector under the
I.A.B. We must have a successful farmer
for the job, but the successful farmer will not
work for the Government for £1 a day when
he may be making £ 3 or £4 a day. He is not
a philanthropist. Unfortunately the man who
has been selected for the job of inspector has
often had to learn from the successful farm-
ers in the district in which he is operatiag.
Many of the inspectors have been suc-
cessful farmers. When such a man is
put in charge of a non-paying -pro-
position he is not able to advise the
farmer how to meet his financial difficul-
ties. It was suggested that two of the most
successfuli farmers in the district concerned
should come forward, not to sit in judgment,
hut to offer suggestions whereby the land
could be put to better use and the occupant
given a. better opportunity of obtaining a
living Some of the clients of the board on-e
£3,000, on which they have to pay 7 per cent.
interest. It was suggested that the members
of the board should value the assets, improve-
ments and equipment, and see if it were not
possible by writing off the account to enable
these settlers to make a living off their land
on which they had spent some ten years of
their lives. Nedrly everyone who has selected
land since 1914 has made a success of his
farming operations. If a. man failed during
the last three or four years, what future has
he before him? A member opposite inter-
jected "Fancy these people dealing with an
ex-labonrite." I am quite willing to place
myself in the hands of a labourite and feel
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sure I would get a fair deal from him. I am
equally sure that the labourite could count
upon a fair deal from the farmer.

Mr. Chesson: We always do give the farmer
a'fair deal.

Mr. LATHAM1; Not one man in a hundred
would refuse to give a fair deal to another
man. The board is not there to dictate to
the inspectors or to the Government. It is
there to assist the Government and the man
who has been unfortunate enough to be un-
able to make a living on the land. That is
only reasonable and fair. Statements have
been made tlhat pressure has been brought to
bear upon the Agricultural Bank and the offi-
cials of the I.A.B. by members of Parliament.
I object to that statement and hope the Pre-
mier will make an investigation, ascertain if
this has actually occurred, and find out who
was responsible. It is an insult to the people
who represent the forming community that
such statements should be published in the
Press.

Mr. Mann: You can only Speak for Your-
self.

Mr. LATHAM: It is wrong. If a nmember
of Parlament finds it necessary to go to one
of these departments, he does so. Some of
the settlers have waited three or four weeks
for replies to their letters, and the only way
they can get them is for their representative
to have the file turned up and a reply sent.

Ron. P. Collier: Asking for expedition is
a different thing from endeavouring to in-
fluence the decision of officials.

Mr. LATHAM: I hope the P'remiier will
make an investigation into these charges, and
let members know the result of it. I doubt
if any member is more often at the Agricul-
tural Bank than I am, but I go there only to
assist those who are less fortunate than my-
self. T object to the suggestion that I. or
any other member would try to influence the
board. So far as I know, this has not oc-
curred.

Hon. P. Collier: But the statement has
been made in the Press.

Mr. LATHAM: Half the time the Press
is in dreamland, and says these things in order
to fill ii" space. I hope the Leader of the
Opposition will be more kindly disposed
towards these farmers who are out to do the
State a good turn, and not an injury to any-
one who does not belong to their political
faith.

Progress reported.-

BTT,L-ATTORNEY GENER AL
(VACANCY IN OFFICE).

Returned from the Council without amend-
men t.

flL-'IARRTEfl WOMEN'S
PROTECTION.

Returned from the Council with an amend-
ment.

BILL-THE PERPETUAL TRUSTEES
EXECUTORS ANDl AGENCY CO.
(WV.A.) LIMITED (PRIVATE).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 25th October.

Hon. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [9.55]:
I oppose the Bill in the interests of the
public good. There has been no demand for
the measure, and the interests of the public
have never been consulted. The Bill serves
no good purpose except to confer upon the
people comprising the company the privilege
of exploiting money, which is entrusted to
then,, for the purpose of personal profit. I
hav-e often pointed out the utter absence of
p)ublic spirit in our leading citizens. Their
view of the State is that State activities
must be considered from the point of view
of their own welfare and advancement, and
that their duty to the State means getting
as much out of it as they can for their own
personal gain. During the war I read an
article in which the Germans were derided
because of their system of education. This,
system put the State before the people and
insisted that the individual must think of
the State as well as himself. Under our
system the individual is placed before the
State. He thinks hoe must utilise the State
as far as he can to his own advantage.
Whilst I think it is desirable to encourage
every useful enterprise, I hold that all such
enterprises should be subordinated to the
welfare of the State and the general corn-
munity. That is the only way to cultivate
an honest patriotism. If the people were
consulted in regard to this Bill I feel sure
that they would prefer that such operations
should be conducted by the Government,
and that any profits to be derived from the
administration of the trust funds concerned
should go into Consolidated Revenue. if
ever there was a time in the history of the
State when the minds of our public men

Should be bent upon relieving the people of
their burdens, and at the same time increas-
ing the revenue by opening up other
channels for time State Treasury, it is now.
Our deficit is nearly £6,000,000. The month
just concluded has resulted in a heavy loss,
and the State badly requires money with
which to extend its operations to assist the
settler, and all people who are carrying on
the various industries in nor midst. Money
is also required to pay the interest bill on
the moneys due. If the private member
who fathers this Bill bad any regard for the
interests of the State, he would not have
brought it forward. I hope the Treasurer
and 'Ministers generally will not give their
support to the formation and encouragement
of an institution, whose object is to perform
work which is plainly the perquisite and
function of the State. The advantage which
the State could secure by doing the work
outlined in this Bill would be considerable.
In Great Britain the Public Trusteeship is
a function and perquisite of the State.
MillJ]ions of pounds are invested and utilised
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by the State, on behalf of those whose
money is entrusted to the Public Trustee,
and the State reaps a large amount of
revenue in consequence. In New Zealand
and all the States of Australia except Vic-
toria and Western Australia, the functions
provided in this Bill are functions of the
State.

Mr. Mann: They have private companies
as well.

Hon. M. F. TROY: In New Zealand there
is the Public Trustee Act under which the
State bas control of these funds, which are
held under the administration of the Col-
oiald Treasurer by the Public Trustee. In
1917 the amount hold in trust funds was
98,058,886; but, as showing the confidence
of the New Zealand people in the Public
Trustee, that amount increased in 1921 to
£18,918,006, an advance of £,5,000,000 in four
years. This report of the operatious of the
Public Trustee in New Zealand is instruc-
tive. The total value of the assets under
his control on the 31st March, 1921, exceeded
22 millions stealing. Hon. members will
realise what that figure means when the
Treasurer of New Zealand has such ain
amount to expend in the development of his
State. The report further says that the
rate of inturest allowed on amounts held in
the common fund o% behalf of the
beneficiaries in the State was increased in
1921, the additional sum required under this
heading being over £40,000. The cash bal-
ance at the credit of the fund now amounts
to some 22 millions, an increase of two
millions on the amount held on the Slat
March, 1921. For the past four years the
amounts at credit have becn:-1918, nine
millions; 1919, ten millions; 1920, eleven
milliens; and 1921, thirteen millions-I am
giving the figures to the nearest million.
The total of assets, realised and unrealised,'
under the control of the Public Trustee onl
the 31st March, 1921, was £22,364,319. being
an increase of 13/2 millions over the pre-
ceding year. This vast sum is being uitilised
by the New Zealand Treasurer for the pur-
pose of ds~velopment of the land and the
industries of the Dominion. The New Zea-
land Treasurer has in his hands t~bat large
sum of money, which he is enabled to loan
out to municipal councils, road boards, and
local governing bodies, to invest for the
purchase of lands, and for the establishment
of all those factors which encourage indus-
tries.

Mr. Mann: These companies do the same.
Hon. If1. F, TROY: Their purpose is profit,

which goes to the shareholders. In New
Zealand, however, the money is lent out in
the following rnnnr:-Borough councils and
town boards £,376,221, county councils and
road boards £176,850, harbour boards
£E240.500, hospital and charitable aid boards
£38,400, electric power boards £147,750, mak-
ing a total of £979,721. Further I find from
the report that-

Advances have also been made in certain
eases to beneficiaries against their estates.

These advances are made wvithout interest,
to enable the beneficiaries to pay off debts.
Again, advances have been made for the pur-
chase of land tinder the soldier settlement
scheme. I will ask the member for Perth to
note that the rate of interest charged to corn-
mon borrowers from the fund was 51A per
cent. Do the local trustee company here
lend money at that low rate of iaterestl

'Mr. Mann: Yes. They lent money to the
Subiaco Council at very litle "lore than that.

Hon. 11. F. TROY: In 1912 the total value
of estates in the Public Trustee's office was
£9,493,959, and in 1919 it wais £19,242,347,
and in 1921 £,22,864,319. I fand that the total
profits which hove been paid into the C~on-
solidated Revenue of New Zealand by the
Public Trustee over the term of years fromt
1912 to 1921 amounted to no less a sum than
£447,865. That is the record of the Puhlio,
Trusteeship of New Zealand. Here in West-
or,' Australia, where the people, as we aire
told by tlhe Country Party, are taxed beyond
cndnraiuee, here in Western Australia, where
our revenue shows a loss month by month,
where every year we have increasing deficits,
the G'overnment propose to allow, by this
meastire, the handing over to a private corn-
any of the me'ans by which they can secure

large sumis for the development of our lands,
our- railways, our mines, and our other indus-
tries. They propose to allow the control of
that money to be lhnnded over to a private
body whose only business will be' to make
at profit to go into the pockets of the share-
holders. The business wvill be a feature of the
share market, on which men will gamble; and
the State Treasury, which wants the money,
will go begging for loans in the foreign r-
ket, and paying 6 per cent, for them. I ask
the m~embers of the Country Party, who tell
uts they, are interested in the development of
W*estern Australia, who are always urging
giants of money for roads and railways and
hond development, are they not aware that one
of tile great sources of development is the
State Savings flank, where the people's money
is invested? Are they Dot aware that for
years the Agricultural Bank was financed by
the State Savings Bank? Up to the time of
the war a farmer could get an advance from
the Agricultural Bank at 5 per cent., because
of the fact that money was lent to the Savings
flank by our people at 3 per cent. In New
Zealand, w-len the banks were charging 8 per
cent., the Public Trustee was able to loan
money at 5 per cent. ,and this during the
worst time of the history of New Zealand;
:it)d front the millions lent at that rate a
profit "-as reaped every year. The Western
Australia,, Government have to go to the
1,105Cr ,rarkets in London and elsewhere in
order to raise funds at high rates of interest,
and vet they are banding over this oppor-
tunity to a few, shareholders in the city, whose
only object is to snake a profit out of the
lpeople of this country. Let me again turn
to the Country Party, whose support I think
we ought to get in defeating the Bill. The
Country Party, we are told, stand, not for
the middleman, but for the producer in the
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country. So they profess. Let us see. On
this Bill file there are numerous Bills affect-
ing the settler. All these measures provide
for licenses, fees, and commitments. The
Agricultural Seeds Bill provides license fees,
which mlean dearer seed to the farmer. The
Dairy Industry Bill provides licenses and fur-
ther imposts onl the tanner. The Dairy Cattle
Improvement Bill means further imposts. BY
thle Hospitals Bill, which -a member of the
Country Party introduced last night, further
taxation will be placed on the shoulders of the
people who want money badly. All thesm
measures are supported by a party who claim
to stand for the producers, and yet here is a
Bill which means handing over a source of
revenue to private interests, and I suppose
members of the Country Party will support
the nmeasure. In Queensland, I find, the func-
tion of the Public Trustee is performed by
the Public Curator tinder the Public Curator
Act of 1915. Queensland has for investment
in this connection trust fluids to the value of
£1,444,855, aud has accuumulated profits since,
1919 of £8,453. In -New South, Wales there is
the Public Trustee Act of 1913, and the State
has for investment trust funds to the value
of £2,189,090. In Tasmania the function (if
Public Trustee is administered under the Pub-
lie Trustee Act of 1920. From the reports
I find that one of the benefits derived from
the office of a Public Trustee is that one can
go into such an office and have one's will
drawn upl free of charge, provided the bus-
iness is to be given to the Public Trustee.
Will a trustee company in Western Australia
drawn up one's will for nothuing? No; they
will charge for that work very promptly. We
occasionally read in the Press the reports of
annual meetings of the trnstee company op-
erating in this State. They operate in the
very business; for which this Bill seeks the
formation of another company. Another trus-
tee conmpanty is being formed in this little
State? 'Why? Because the business ib very
profitable.

Mr. McCallum: The existing company ad.
mit there is room for another company.

HaIn. If. F. TROY: We know that the
shares of the existing company are quoted at
a high premium. We know that the dividenis
paid by the company are good. And here
is a bankrupt Colonial Treasurer, who laments
the fact that Parliament will not give him
this revenue and that revenue, who laments
that he cannot get a few more shillings by
way of income taxc particularly, coming down
to support this Bill. He laments that
be cannot get a few more pounds
by way of fees andi licenses, and
yet he allows this opportunity to pass in-
to the hands of a private company. The Pre-
mier may be in favour of the Bill or he may
be opposed to it. Probably he is not in favour
of it, but if he is, I1 shall he astounded. I call-
not understand any man having the interests
of Western Australia at heart supporting a
Hill of this character, which gives into the
hands of a company, whose object "ill be to
make profits, the control of large sums of
trunst moneys which could be utilised for the

development of tho State at a low cost to
thle people borrowing it. It is all the more
in favour of the State, whien we realise that
the Government already have a Curator of
Intestate Estates, a imn whome duty it is to
carry out work of t his nature. The Govern-
ment have all the machinery at hand to carry
out this work and yet they are content to
lose this opportunity to enage in a profit-
able business. Where do the members ot
the Country Party stand in this matter? [s-,
it a fact that certain members of their or-
ganisation htold prominent positions in con-
nection with this company? Will their at-
titude be opposed to the best ititerests of the
State? It is al leged that one or two of the
prominent members of their executive are, or
are to be, directors of the company.

Mr. Pickering: You are only inferring
that*

flon. M. F. TROY: I said it was al-
leged in the city, that certain inscmbers of the
executive of the Primary Producers' Associa-
tion are influential members of this parti-
cular company. r do not think that the
Country Party members hefo will be serving
the best interests ot the lecople if they support
the Bill, which places in the himnds of a fe~v
private individuals large sums of trust funds
which could he used for the development of'
our lands, our railways awl our industries. L
hope that what ir alleged is not true and
that the members of the Country Party will
support the Bill. The member who introduced
the Bill has his own views and no doubt I
will say that the Bill will not prevent the
Government front entering into the business-

'Mr. M,\ann: Of course.
Hall. M1. F. TROY: That is the point.
Mr. Alann: Or any other company.
Hon. 3f. F. TROY: The Government can-

not enter into this business, unless they pass,
an Act of Parliament. Immnediately the Cov-
erment did so, or attempted to appoint a
public trustee, they would be tip against not
one, but two powerful interests, the later
company, having, I fear, a political pull.

'Mr. Pickering: I deny that imputation.
Honl. M. F. TiROY: I withdraw the imn-

putation. I do not think there will be any-
thing like the Lake Clifton railway affair
again here.

The Miinister for Works interjected.
H-on. 1I. F. TROT: You asked for that

and you got it.
Hon. P. Collier: You cannot say anything

unfair about that railway proposition.
Hol. Ml. F. TROY: Of course not. Ima-

mediately the Government suggested the ap-
pointment of a public trustee, and brought
forward the necessary legislation, they would
be met with the contention that the wtork was
already being done well by two companies,
,and that there was no need for the Govern-
ment to enter into competition with them.

Mr. Davies: Does not the same thing ap-
ply if there is only one company?

Hon. M. r. TROT: Quite so, but the for-
mation of the second comnpay will accentu-
ate the pos ition. The greater the vested in-
teriists created, and the more widespread we
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permit their operations, the greater will be
the opposition through members in this Cham-
ber and in another place to Government inter-
ference with private enterprise. They would
soy there was no necessity for the Govern-
ment to enter into it as thme two companies
were carrying on the work well.

The 'Minister for Works: Hans not the work
been done well in the past?

Rion. 1M. F,' TROY: I do Dot say they have
not done the work well. The banking institu-
tions did their work well here, but that did not
prevent the establishment of the Common-
wealth Dank.

Mr. Libert: And whet nbont insurance.
uiork?

Hon. M. P. TROY: The insurance com-
panies operated well, but that did not pre-
vent the Governmnts of Queensland and New
Zealand starting that business as well. While
the honks have done remnarkably well, the
Comnonwealth Bank has done better, and
has put millions into the pockets of the peo-
ple.

The Minister for Works: I do not quite
agree wvith you there.

Ron. M. F. TROY: The Minister should
know that the Federal Treasurer would have
had a deficit this year but for the! fact that he
drew £4,00.0,000 from the profits of the Coam-
mnwealth banking business. Do I under-
stand that the Government of Western Aus-
tralia are so lost to a sense of their res-pon-
sibilities that they can afford to lose the op-
portunity to increase the funds at the dis-
posal of time Treasury? If the Government
of New Zealand think that a profit oft £447,-

000 in a good thing, should the Government
of Western Australia turn down an oppor-
tunity of dieriving profits from this business
so as to enable them to carry on the adminis-
tration of the State more eff(ectively?

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, because they can tax
the wage earner to the extent of Id. in the
pound!

Hon. M. F. TROY: Ye;, the Hosptals Bill
tax. We are told that nearly 60,000 people
are not paying income tax. If that is so, bear-
ing in mind thot the exemption is £100, it
means that 60,000 people are not able to earn
aL crust

lRon. P. Collier: Was the number not
100,000?

The 'Minister for Vorks: I think the
people are doing that here nil right.

Hon. Mf. P. TROY: The Government are
looking round for various sources of re-
venue and almost every Bill introduced
means the imposition of more hiss-
tion on the people, and particularly wn
the constituents of the members of the
Country Party. Despite that, here we have
the spectacle of a private company seeking
to make profits out of a business in which
the Government could very well engage.

The Minister for Works: What about the
profits on the sawmills?

Ron. M. F. TROY : The Labour Party
made it possible for profits to be derived
from the State Sawmills. If they were in

power now the Bill under discussion would
never find a place on the statute-book.

The Mfinister for Works; At ny rate, we
are getting the profits on the mills because
I was strong enough to fight the opposition.

Hon. Mf. F. TROY: I appeal to the mem-
ber for Perth (Mr. Mann) who has fathered
the Bill. We are told that hie is a very
patriotic gentleman, whose sole aim and
object is to secure the advancement of the
State. I believe hie has been deceived re-
garding the Bill, as he was in connection
with the Perth Markets Bill; I do not think
he knows enough about it. Does the miem-
her for Perth not know that the country
stands badly in need of these trust funds,
so that the settlers who want their lands
developed, who want water supplies and
railways, and who want their laud cleared
in order that it can be utilised, may have
their requirements satisfied? Those people
are suffering because thu necessary capital
cannot be made available to thorn. Does he
not know that the Government could take
over this business and that a Government
security is better than private securities?
Does he not know that the appointment of
a pablic trustee would give the people
greater -onfidence whlen handing over their
affairs to the control of that State official?
Should not the Government have the ad-
vantage of the use of these trust funds, so
that they could be loaned to settlers at a
cheap rate of interest, and so aid in the
development of the country? Does the hion.
mnember think. lie is serving a public duty
in introducing such a Bill?

Mr. Lambert: But lie has not pretended to
do0 that.

Hon. 1K. F. TROY: Doee the member for
Perth realise that the passing of the Bill
will mean that large sumis of money will be
handed over to this company?

Mr. Mann: 'You desire to make it a
monopoly in the hanuds of one company.

lion. At. F. TROY: I like that! I desire
that the State should have the monopoly.

Mr. Mann : You had your opportunity
when Labour waes in power.

Mr. Lutey: Would you support such a Bill
now?

Ron. Mf. P. TROY: The member for Perth
will disclose his attitude next week, when
we will see 1,im trying to destroy, by hie
vote, some of the institutions set up by
Labour and which he is pledged to destroy.
Yet hie asks now, will we do this or why
did we not do that? At the earliest oppor-
tunity he will seek to destroy that which
we did. However, I have pointed out what
his duty is. The State requires money.
Here is an opportunity to get it. A
public trusteeship could easily be estab-
lished; the machinery is already available.
The State could engage in a profitable busi-
ness enabling it to assist greatly in the
development of the country. I ask the mnem-
ber for Perth, in the interests of the public,
to withdraw the Bill. If he were to intro-
duce a Dill to give the Government power to
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enter into this business, ho could rely upon
getting the unanimous support of members
on the Opposition side of the House. I am
surprised at the time of the Rouse being
taken up with suck a Bill, seeing that it
confers privileges upon certain individuals
and is opposed to the interests of the State.

Ron. P. Collier: The Hill was introduced
in another place in the hope of getting it
through quickly.

Hon. Ms. F. TROY: That is so. I know
the people who engineered this business are
anxious to get it through.

Ron. P. Collier: Fancy a private Bill
taking precedence over Government Bills on
a Government business dayl

Hom. M. F. TROY: In Australia lately
more concessions have heeni given to com-
panies andl more opportunities have been
provided for exploitation by individuals
than was ever done before. Prior to
the war public opinion was tending
towards a recognition that the State should
undertake the work of a trustee company,
but in the turmoil of war and its aftermathf
people have not got back to that frame of
mind. The fact to-day is that big business
is ruling the Commonwealth, and little by
little all democratic legislation is being
wiped out, and democratic institutions are
being handicapped. This is merely in
accordance with the spirit of the times. Our
duty here is to see that we do not give
certain people an opportunity to further ex-
ploit avenues which properly should be
available to the Treasurer. We should see
that the people of Western Australia
benefit by work of this nature being under-
taken by the State. For these reasons I
oppose the second reading of the Bill.

On motion by Mr. Lambert, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.30 pm.

legislative Counctil,
Thursday, fad November, 1990.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

URGENCY MOTION-STOCK DEPART-
MENT REGULATIONS.

The PRESIDENT: I have received notice
from Mr. Holmes that he wishes to move the
adjournment of the House on a mattor ot
urgency. The ho,,, member writes-

In speaking in the Rouse at the last
sitting I made reference to the Stock De-
partinent, and the Minister for Education,
in replying, stated that he hand since spoken
to the Chief Inspector of Stock and that
what I had stated was not correct. I have
since interviewed the Chief Inspector, who
informed me that ho had told one.Minister

-that I ought to have my head read. It is
under these circumstances that I wish to
bring the matter before the Hiouse and
make a personal explanation.

Under Standing Order 58, four members will
have to indicate their support before Mr.
Holmes may proceed.

Four members having risen,
The PRESIDENT: The hou. member may

proceed.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatchi-East) (4.34]: Before the
hon. member speaks, may I be permitted to
say that the statement I mde to the House
last might wvas that I had been informed by
the Chief Imstor of Stock through the
Minister for Agriculture. I did not say that
I had spoken: to the Chief Inspector.

Bon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.35]:
Since handing in that notice, Sir, I have seen
the Leader of the House, who informed me
that it was not lie who spoke to the Chief
Inspector of Stock, but the Minister for Agri-
culture. The reason I desire to ventilate this
matter is that for some time past we have
been endeavouring to convince the Govern-
ment that the country is being run by the
heads of departments, and that inspectors
are harassing and annoying the public. Yes-
terday, whea alluding to the Stock Depart-
ment, I referred to what bad been done on
the lower Murchison. It is ridiculous to issue
a regulation insisting on sheep being dipped
for tick in a locality where tick has never
been known to exist. In reply to that the
Minister told the House that he had con-
sulted the Minister of Agriculture, who in
turn had spoken to the Chief Inspector of
Stock, and that the Chief Inspector had
stated that what I told the House was wrong;
the regulation applied to Geraldton, south to
Mingenew and only 30 miles from the coast.
The Minister on that occasion used more gen-
erous terms than he usually employs, and
added-for the first time in his life I think
-that I would not accuse anybody wrongly,
for which I thank him. This morning, in
order that the villain might still pursue the
facts, I called on the Chief Inspector of
Stock and asked to see the regulation referred
to. He asked me what I wvanted it for. I
said I wanted to see the areas which had been
defined, and continued, '"You told the In-
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